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C H A t. X. 

O N the following morning Orlando 
received an eaily fummohs from his 
father, requelling him to be at home by 
two o’clock, when his nfother, his filler, 
and General Tracy were expe&ed * for, as 
the General travelled with his own four 
horfes, which were very fine ones, and of 
which he was % particulaily fond, the ladies 
had agreed to remain one night on the 
road, and reach home dirty tHe fecond day ; 
though the journey was otherwifeeafily per- 
formed in one. Weft Wolverton being osty 
about fixty-five miles from London. , 
Voi. 11, ' B Orlanck|> 
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Orlando having informed Mrs. Rayland , 
of the reafon of fits abfence j having feenl 
Monimia for a momeift, again whifpered ' 
to her to be lefs apprehenfive fur his fafetjjf 
and promifing to fee her at night, he pro- 
ceeded to obey his father. On his arrival, 
he found him walking with {lie General on 
the grafs plot before the door ; and, fpring- 
ing from his horfe, paid his duty to him, , 
was introduced in form to the General, and 
/ then eagerly alked for his mother and his 
filler. 

They were within ; and Orlando, flying 
to them, was^lurprifed by his mother’s 
throwing her arms around him, and falling 
*into ati agony of tears, iif which his three 
i fifters, who Hood around her, accompanied 
her. He entreated an explanation} and 
learned from Ifabcila, wh» atone was able 
to fpeak, that the fervants had been telling 
them, inftantlf on their arrival at home, 
that h^was about to fight a duel, in which 
it*was the opinion of the informers that he 
mull certainly be killed. t 

Orlando, 
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Orlando, execrating^ the folly of the fer- 
"Vants, or rather the paltry condud of Sir 
John Belgrave$ .who had apparently made 
alj this buftle on purpofe, endeavoured to 
re- allure and confole his mother y but her 
alarm for his fafety was too great to allow 
her to lifted patiently to any thing foe could ; 
fay, fince the fad of his having received 
and accepted a challenge from Sir* John 
Belgrave he did not attempt to deny. The 
anxious mother, now that the faw him be- 
fore her, thought only of preventing the 
meeting which might deprive, her of that 
comfort for ever. She feemed afraid of 
his ftirring from her light, as if Sir John 
Belgrave hid lurked in every cornef of. 
the houfe ; and defired he would remain 
with her iA her own room, while (he fent 
llabella to treat that Mr. Somerive would 
come to her. 

• t - •* 

When he faw her, her tears and agitation 
fufficiently explained to him, that thofe 
whom, he had exprefsty ordered to b» filent 
had found it impoffible to obey him. To 
B 2 Selina, 
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Selina and Emma, the two youngeft girls, 
who had remained at home, it had been 
known aim oft as foorf as to 4 himfclf, but he 
had enjoined them to conceal, it from their 
mother } and knew that, whatever it coft 
them to be filent on fuch a fubjeft, neither 
of them would difobey him. It was, how- 
ever,* too late, or at lead ufelefs, to declaim 
againft the folly of thofe who had ; and he 
found Efficient employment in appealing 
•the diftrefs of his wife and daughters, 
while he fent Orlando to entertain the 
General. * 

General Tracy yras the fecond brother of 
a noble family ; and, having entered very 
ydung into the army, had piffled through 
the inferior ranks with that rapidity which 
intereft always fecures. At five-and-thirty 
he had a regiment ; and as* fome of the 
fortunes of uncles find aunts had centred 
in him, he was now, at near fixty, a man of 
very large fortune, and feemed to want no- 
thing to complete his happinefs, but the 
power of perfuading others, as he had al- 

moft 
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mod per funded himfelf, that he was but 
five-and-thhty fti^. 

To effect this, ar.d maintain- that favour 
which he had'alwavs been in amorie the 

j ^ 

ladies, was the great object of his life.' His 
perfon had been celebrated for beauty ; and 
he defued to preserve a pre-eminence, 
which was in his opinion fuperior to tiny 
fame he could derive from his bravery in 
the field, or his ability in the fenate, where 
he had long been a member, certainly vot- 
ing with the miniftcr of the clay. He had 
a place about the court, at which he was a 
conftant attendant, and where the foftnffs 
and elegance j>f his manners, the'pliability 
*of his political attachments, and his very 
confiderable jntereft and property, render- 
ed him a gre.i^ favourite. — All the time he 
‘could fpare from his duty there, heieemed 
to devote to the fervicevf theffe fafhionabfe . 
women who give the ton, and whofc favour . 
he dffputed with the filing heroes of the 
fafhionable world. But he felt in reality 
qnly difguft and fatiety in their company. ; ; 

B 3 and - . 
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te'f 

4 ^ , 

4nd had no tafte but for youth and beauty, 
which he was continually in fearch — and 
itnth his fortune his fearch could not be 
: ynfuccefsful. He had no fcruples to deter 
him from decoying anyyoung woman whom 
he liked, that chance might throw into his 
power ; but he ufo/illy avoided with care 
any .Vcheme which was likely to be inter- 
rupted by the unpleafant remonftrances of 
a father or a brother, and generally purfued 
only the indigent and, the defencelefs. 

As he purchafed his wine of Mr. Wood- 
ford, he bad occasionally been at his houfe. 
His daughters were rather handfome, and 
very lively girls ; and though jthey did not 
come exactly under the defcription of thofe 
wbofe preference the General .could with- 
out much trouble fecure, he found himfelf 
pleafed with their company, becaufe they 
were greatly fluttered by the admiration of 
furch a falbionable man, and never fo hap- 
py as when the General lent his fuperb 
coacR for them, and gallanted them tofome 
public place, or drove them in his phaeton. 

. through - 
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through Hyde Park to Kjenfington Gardens..; 
Their father, vvh(\ thought more of the godd 
cuftomer which the General was himfelf, ' 
and the great families he had recommended 
him to, than of* any neceffity for referve in. 
his daughters, encouraged this acquaint* 
ance (which* their mother was as well 
pleafed with as the young women) tilKhe 
neighbouihood talked loudly of their indis- 
cretion, and till the youngeft Mifs Wood- 
ford, who was his peculiar favourite, was 
declared by many ladies to have confidera- 
bly injured her reputation. This (he her- 
felf corilidered only as a teftimony of their 
envy, and herpwn fuperior attraffions-j and 
•the more flie heard of their maligant re- 
marks, the more eagerly (he endeavoured 
’ to (hew her contempt of their opinion, and 
• her power over the General, who, on the 
return of the family <o town after their 
vifit to Weft Wolverton,* was more than 
ufuai at t'*e houfe. But thither he was no 
longer attrafted by the charms of Mife 
Eliza W oodford. The moment he beheld' 
B 4 Ifabellji 
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£ ' . - • • 

fjlfabeHa Somerive, Ije had no .eyes for any 
$Wb «r perfon j and thongh^he loon learned 
that ihe c was in a Situation of life which 

P r 

placed her above thofe temptations which 
he generally found infallible, and had a 
father and two brothers to protedt her, the 
/impreffion fhe had made was fuch that he 
-could not determine to lofe fight of her ; 
had as the difcovery of the preference he 
gave her had made both her coufins very 
little defirous of her company in London 
during, the winter, where (he Teemed too 
likely to rob them of all their cooquefts, 
&e found (he was to return home with her 
ijnfctbcr— arid thither he refolved to follow 

. _ :Aft opportunity of introducing bimfelf 
into the family of Somerive was eafily ob- 

C 

tained,- when he recollected that, in the 
preceding war,* Somerive, in whofe own 
county there was* at that time no militia, 
Jhaid, being then an adtive man, procured a 
COfflfffififtm in that of a neighbouring coun- 
tyi and ficrved in a camp then formed for , 

the- 
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the defence of the coaft, where he himfelfc 
was a captain. ^They had at 
been frequently toge?her, and afterwards 
kept up fome degree of intimacy, till Some*! 
rive’s marriage fixing him wholly in re- 
tirement, the gay and falhionable foldier 
thought of him no more. 

The General, however, no fooner fenevir 
who the vifitors at W oodford’s were, thadi 
he mod aflkluoufly and fuccefsfully.pa&b 
his court to Mrs. Somerive; talked to hfi£> 
continually of her huffiand, whofe merits hoi 
affefted to remember with infinite regard^ 
and for whofe intereft h^ appeared to fed* 
the warmed concern. It was a* theme o£ 
.which Mrs. Somerive, who adored her hufc*’ 
band, was never weary j and while Gene* 
ral Tracy fo pathetically lamented them* 

• terrupdon of their friendfhip, nothing: waS 
more natural than her entreaties to him that> 
he would renew it. 

Tihat was the point he had laboured 
gain, and he accepted the invitadbnr do? 
|&ve him, adding the opportunity ^of tbs 
- B5 ihoot^i 
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‘(hooting feafon to his other inducements, 

' the^better » to colour fo unexpected a vifit. 
tfc had *found it convenient to pretend a 
great palfion for field fports— partly beca-ule 
it was fafbionable, and partly becaufe it 
(hewed that his powers of enduring fatigue 
Were equal to the youthful appearance he 
afiuraed ; and to fupport this, he now and 
then went through, what was to him moft 
miferable diudgei y, that of a day’s hunting “ 
or (booting;. but he more ufually contrived, 
when he was at the boufes of his fiends 
for thefe purpofeS, to fprain his ancle in 
the firft excurfion fre made, or to hurt him- 
felf by % the*recoil of his gun : and by fuch 
methods he generally managed to be left , 
without fufpicion at home with the ladies ; 
with whom he was fo universal a favourite, 
and to- whom he had fo many ways of re- . 
commending himfelt by deciding on their 
drefs, reading to*them books of entertain- 
ment, and relating anecdotes colle&ed in 
the higher circles wKere he moved in the 
winter, that he found no lofs. of attention 
5 fro®* 
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from the progrefs of years— a progflfft^ 
indeed which he took the utn\od pains $o> 
conceal. His Clothes, which wye always 
made by the^ moll eminent taylor, were cut 
with as much care as thofe of the moll cele- 
brated beauty on her firft appearance at 
court; and he had feveral contrivances, of 
lus own invention, to make them fit with 
advantage to his peilon. His hand* were 
more delicate than thofe of any lady ; and 
though he could not fo totally baffle the 
inexorable hands of .time as to efcape a few 
wrinkles, he Hill maintained a confiderablc 
(hare of the bloom of youth, not without 
fufpicion of Olympiad dew, cold cream r 
and Spanilh woof. Ceitain it is that, he 
was very long at his toilet every day r to* 
which no perfon, not even his valet-de* 
chambre, was admitted. With all this he 
was a man of the molt undoubted bravery 
and had not only fefved \h Germany with 
great credit, but had been engaged in fe- 
vSral affairs of honqur, in which he had 
always acquitted himfelf with coura|e and 
£ 6> proprietor 
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^propriety’. Such was the man who was 
iiUWf from no very honourable motives, 
become an* inmate in ‘the ftoufe of Mr, 
jSomerive, , 

When Mr. Somerive had appeafed the 
iliftrefs into which his wife was thrown by 
the intelligence (he had fo abruptly re- 
ceived # aboqt Orlando, and had prevailed 
Upon her to compofe herfelf and appear at 
dinner, he returned back to his friend. 
Whom he found in converfation with Orlan- 
do j and he determined that he would, 
oyer their wine, relate to him what had 
paffed between Sir John Belgrave and his 
ion (who ha4 put Sir John's lad letter into 
his hands), and take the General’s opinion 
Ifi to what was fit to be done, 

pinner was announced, and the ladies 
of the family appeared ; — the mother, with 
fwollenr eyes, which (he could not a mo- 
ment keep from Orjanclo ; and the daugh- 
ters appearing to fympathize with her, par- 
ticularly Selina, who was fondly attached to 
Qrlando, and who, from the terror in which 

flic 
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(he faw her mother, having caught re- 
doubled apprehenfion, could hardly com- * 
mand her tears j and thbugh the General . 
failed, not to compliment Iter on her beauty* . 
which even exceeded that of her lifter, and 
to fpeak in the warmeft terms to Mr. and ‘ 
Mrs. Somerive of their lovely family, Se- • 
lina heeded him not. He obferved that 
Ifabella was lefs infenfible of his ftudlfed 
eulogiums, and from thence drew a favour- ; 
able omen. Emma, the youngeft of the 
girls, was only bctweeh twelve and thir- 
teen. 

As foon as the table-cloth was removed, • 
Mrs. Somerive, under pretence of being a 
$j;ood deal fatighed with her journey, and* 
fomewhat indifpofed, withdrew with hfer 
daughters ; Mr. Somerive foon after gave * 
Orlando a hint to go alfo ; and then he 
opened to General Tracy the .affair which, 
lay fo heavy on his heart, and entreated his-, 
advice how to aft. 

“ I am glad,” anfwtred the Gerietpl,, 
“ to learn the caufe of Mrs. Sornerive’s 

concern^ 
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concern, which was fo evident at dinner,, 
as well as that of her amiable daughters, 
that I was afraid fome very difagreeablc 
incident had happened in thp family.” . 

“ And is not,” faid Mr. Somerive, 
** what I have related difagreeablc 
,c enough ?” 

“ No, upon my'honour ! I fee nothing, 
in ft but what is rather a matter of exulta* 
tion. Y our fon is one of the fined and mod 
fpirited young men I ever faw. If he was 
a fon of my own, I Ihould rejoice that he- 
had afted fo properly, and be very proud 
of him.” 

“ But you would not riik his life,furely?” 
ftiid Mr. Somerive. * 

u Why, as to that,” replied the General, 
** in thefe cafes there is fome little rifle, to-* 
be fure ; but I Ihould never (heck a lad of 
fpirit. 1 know Bclgrave,” added he, fmil- 

»g. 

t( And what is his reputation for^cou- 
jage ?” enquired Mr. Somerive. 

“ Oh ! he is quite the fine man of the 
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day,” anfwered the General carelefsly.— 
“ He will fight, if he muft — but 1 believe 
is quite as willing to let it alone.” , 

“• It will b(eak my wife’s heart,” laid 
Mr. Somerive deje&edly, and amazed at 
the different light in which two people* 
from their different inodes of life, confider 
the fame objed; “ it will certainly break, 
my wife’s heart, if any evil befalls Orlan- 
do.” 

General Tracy now faw that an oppor- 
tunity offered by which he might confer an 
obligation on the family* which muft fe- 
cure their endlefs gratitude, and he reviv- 
ed to embrace it. 

t 

“ If it mates you all fo uneafy,” replied 
* he, after a moment’s paufe, “ and efpe** 
dally if her fears make Mrs* Somerive fo 
very wretched, fuppofe we try what can be 
done to put an end to the affair without a 
meeting. I dare fay Belgrave will eafily be 
induced, on the flighteft apology, to drop* 
the affair entirely.” • ' 

u But even the flighteft apology Oriandbl 
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¥ill no't be perfuaded to make,” faid Mr. 
Somerive. 

** He is right,” anfwered the General ; 
u and I honour him for his refolution. ' It 
is a thoufand pities,” continued he, again 
pauling, “ that fuch a glorioufly fpirited 
young fellow Ihould wafte his life in fedu- 
fion, c waiting on the caprices of an old wo- 
man— -What do you intend to do with 
him?” 

** That,” faid Somerive , " is what I have 
long been in doubt about. I had thoughts 
once of putting hifn into trade ; but to that 
project Mrs. Rayljnd’s objedions, and Or- 
lando’s Jittte inclination to follow it, put an 
end.” 

“ I am glad they did ; for it would have 
been a fad 'facrifice, 1 think, to have fet fo 
fine a young man down to a compting- 
fioufe delk for the reli of his life.” 

x< And at othet* times,” re-afliimed Mr. 
Somerive, “ I have thought of the church. 
Mrs.«Rayland has very confiderable patron- 
age j but though 1 have hinted very fre- # 

. quently 
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quently to her my withes on this fubjeft, 
the never would underfund me, to jjive me 
any affurance that the would feoure him a ' 
living ; or made any offer of affiftance to 
fupport him at the univerfity, which the 
k.nows that it is quite impoflible for me," 
circumftanccd as l am at prefent, to do.” 

*' She was in the right of it,” cried Vie 
General. “ The old lady has more faga- 
city than I fufpefted, and knows that it 1 
would be abfolutely a.fin to make him a 
parfon, and bury all that fcnfe and fpiritjj^ 
a country vicarage. Wh£ mygo&dfnead, 
do you not put yourj^o-i*fo the army ?— 
that feemsjpJtff'ltie profeffion for whict\ 
nature has defigned him.” 

“ Becaufe,” anfwered Somerive, “ I ' 
have, in the fjrft place, no money to buy * 
’him a com million ; and, if I had, there are 5 
two great obje&ions to*it : — it would half « 

kill his mother, and take him out of the * 

* 

way t>f Mrs. Rayland, \vhich appears to be * 
very impolitic.” * 

m “ What if a commillion were found for 1 

him,* 1 
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him,” (aid General Tracy , t( do you think 
the other objections ought to weigh much ? 
Confidcr of it, my good friend ; and if you 
think fuch a plan would be* eligible, and 
the young man himfelf likes it, perhaps it 
may be in my power to be of fome ul'e to 

h™” , 

Mr. Somerive warmly ex prefled his gra- 
titude for the intereft that his friend feemed 
to take in the welfare of his Orlando ; and 
then, after a fhort filence, faid : “ But, my 
dear General, we forget, while we are plan- 
ning fchemes for the future life of Orlando, 
it. may be terminated to-morrow.” 

u Wgll/’ replied he, “ fince I fee you 
cannot conquer your alarm about this mat- . 
ter, and as 1 am ftill more concerned for 
Mrs. Somerive, I will go over early in the 
morning to Belgrave, who has wifely ap- 
pointed the matting .at twelve o’clock, and 
fomehow or othef we will get jt fettled.— 
If I fay to the doughty baronet, that ••his 
honour will fuffer nothing by dropping it, 

I am pretty well allured that he will be 

content. 
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content to let it go no farther. Make your- 
felf eafy therefore, and g o tell youf wife that 
I will take care of her lii tie hoy, - white 1 pay 
my refpe&s to the young ladies whom 1 fee 
walking in the garden.” 

_ Somerive, whofe heart was agonized by 
the diftrefs of his wife, flattened to relieve 
her ; and the General went off at a quick 
march to overtake the three MifsSomerives, 
to whom he related fome part of the con- 
verfation that had patted between him and 
their father, and the talk he had under- 
taken of fettling the affair with Sir John 
Belgrave. « x 

The fenfible hearts of thefe charming 
girls were filled with the livelieft emotions 
towards the General, who, if he could fave 
their brother from danger, which their timi- 
*dity bad dreadfully magnified, they believ- 
ed would be entitled u> their everlafting 
^gratitude. The brilliant fcyes of lfabella 
Jparkled with pleafure, while the fofter blue 
eyes of Selina were turned towards him 
filled with tears of pleafure ; and little 

Emma: 
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1 Emma longed to embrace him, as (he ufed 
to do her father when he had granted any 
of her infantine rcquefts. While every one 
alternately exprefled her thanks, Tracy 
whifpered to lfubella, by whofe fide he was 
walking: “To give the flighted pleafure to. 
my lovely Ifabella,,! would do infinitely 
mor£ ; and, rather than (lie lhould be alarm- 
ed, take myfelf the chance of Sir John Bel- 
grave’s fire.” 

Ifabella, too ignorant of the ways of the 
world to be cither offended or alarmed by 
fuchafpeech, and' naturally pleafed by flat- 
tery and admiration, fmiled on the ena- 
moured General in a manner, fo fafcinating 
as overpaid him for all the trouble he had * 
taken or propofed to take : and while he 
meditated againfl his old friend thegreateft 
irfjury he could commit, he reconciled him- ’ 
felf to it, by determining to do fuch ferviccs 
to the other part of the family, as would 
more than compenfate for the inroads^he 
migRt make on its peace by carrying off 
liabella; for to carry her off he was rcfolv- r 

ed,* 
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ed, if his art could effect it. H is eagernefs, 
however, to ferve Orlando, had another 
motive than this of retribution. He*forefaw 
that .fo fpirited.ayoung man might prevent, 
or, not being able to do that, would very 
feriouily refent his defigns upon a filter: 
the chara&er.of the elder brother, of which 
he had by this time fofmed a pretty qfcar 
idea, left him little to apprehend from him j 
but the fiery and impetuous Orlando would, 
he thought, be much better out of the 
way. 

His converfation with .the Mifs Some- 
rives now took a gayer turn ; and fo hap- 
py did he feel himfelf with tlyee fucly 
nymphs arounfl him, that he regretted the 
fummons which called them in to attend 
• the tea-table. 

Mrs. SomdHve, who had now been long 
in conference with her hufbaqd, and after- 
wards with Orlando, appeared much more 
^cheerful than at dinner, and furveyed the 
General with thofe looks of complacepcy 
which exprefled how much die was obliged 
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to him for the interference he had pro* 

' jjiifed. The evening paffed off pleafantly. 
Orlarido ftaid to (upper ; but then told his 
- father, that he had Come bufmefs -to do 
for Mrs. Ray land early the next day 
(which was true), and therefore l.c would 
return to the Hall that evening. Mr. 
Semerive, who dill felt a dread which he 
could not conquer, entreated him to give • 
his word of honour, that he would not 
throw himfelf in the way of Sir John Bel- 
grave till the hour* of that gtntleman’s ap- 
pointment. This O'lando (who was igno- 
rant of the plans in agitation tp prevent 
that appointment from taking place at all) 

reludtanfly, loffced him at midnight to 
mount his h;>rle and retufn to Rayland 
where he had defired Betty to lit up 
for him; fmful of ente'ing through rhe 
chapel, Jed his dong lb (hould lead ^ 
tbofe fufpic ons h*e w :s fo delirous of avoid- 
ing. As foon as he left his father’s door, 


thought himfelf obliged to comply with : 
on which condition his father, though 


t. 


“he 
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he put his horfe into a gallop, impatient 

to be with Monimia; and as he croflbfl 

• ^ 

the park, he faw a light in her turret, and 
pleafed himfelf with the idea -of her fondly 
expediting his arrival. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


O RLANDO, on his entering the lcr- 
vants’ hall,* found Betty wailing for 
hftn as (he had promifed. “ Lord, Sir,” 
<ried (he as foon as he appeared, “ I thoft 
as you’d never come ! Why it’s almoft half 
pad one o’clock , ar.d I be flighted out of 
my feven fenfps fining up fo all alone.” 
“ I beg ) r our pardon, dear Betty !” replied 
he j “ but I could not get away fooner. I’ll 
* never detain you fo long again ; and now 
fuffer me to make you what amends I caA, 
by defiring your acceptance of this.” He 
prefented *her with a crown, which (he 
looked at a moment, and then, archly leer- 
ing at him, faid ,* “ Humph 1 if you give” 
folks a crown for fitting up for you in the 
kitchen, I fuppofe they as bides wilh. ypu 
in yourftudy have double price.” 


“ Cope, 
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“ Come, come, Betty,” faid Orlando, 
impatient to efcape from her troublefome ' 
enquiries, '* let me hear no more of fuch 
nonfenfe. I have nobody ever in my ftudy, 
as you know very well. It is very late— 

1 wifh you a good night.” 

He then, without attending to her fur- 
ther, as (lie Teemed (till difpofed to t^lk, 
took his candle and went to his own apart* 
ment ; where after waiting about a quarter 
of an hour, till he thought her retired and 
the whole houfe quiet, he took his way to 
the turret. 

Monimia had long expe&ed him, and 
now received him with joy chaftiffd by the^ 
fear which (he felt on enquiring into the 
events of the day. Orlando related to her 
all that he thought would give her plea- 
fure, and endeavoured that (he (hould un- 
derftand the affair of th» next* day fettled, 
for he would not violate truth by pofitively 
affertvig it ; and Monimia, apprehenfive 
of teafing him by her enquiries, (lifted 
much as (he could the pain (he endured 
from this uncertainty. This (he found it 
Vol. II, „ .C • better 
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better to do, as (he obferved Orlando to be 
tdllefs and diflatisfied : he complained of 
the misery he underwent in his frequent 
, abfences, and of the unworthy excufes he 
* was compelled to make. He exprefled 
impatiently the long unhappinefs he had 
in prbfped, if he could never fee her buf 
thu| clandeftinely, and rilking every mo- 
ment her fame and her peace. Monimia, 
however, foothed him, by bidding him re- 
member how lately it was that they both 
thought themfelves too happy to meet upon 
any terms ; and' would very fain have in- 
fpired him with hopes that they might foon 
look forward to fairer profpedts, hopes 
which he had often tried to give her. But* 
alas ! fhe could not communicate what Ihe 
did not feel } and whichever way they’ 
caft their eyes, all was defpair as to their, 
ever being uriited with the confent of thofe 
friends on whom they were totally depen- 
dent. 

Orlando, moft folicitous for the peace olF 
Monimia, had never been betrayed before 
into thefe murmurings in her , prefence;. 

forgetting 
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forgetting the threatening afpeft of the 
future, while he enjoyed the ha^pinefs 
that was prefent. But all that* had parted 
during the day, had a flirted in making him 
difcontented. His mother’s tears and dif- 
trefs, the tender fears of his filters, and the'* 
Tefs evident, But more heavy anxiety which 
he faw opprefled his father, all contributed 
to convince him that, in being of fo much 
confequence to his family, he loft the pri- 
vilege of pleafing himfelf ; that his duty 
and his inclination mult be for ever at va- 
riance ; and that, if he could refign the 
hopes of being fettled in affluence by Mrs. 
Ray land, he ftilj could not marry Monimia. 
without making his family unhappy — unlefs 
indeed he had the means of providing for 
* hdr, of which at prefent there appeared not 
the leaft probability. Mrs. Rayland feem- 
- ed likely to live for many years j or, if fhe 
died, it was very uncertain whether flie 
would give hitft more than a trifling legacy. 
V^hen he reflected on his fituation, he Be- 
came alhamed of thus fpending his life, 
of wafting jhe bcft of his days in the hope 
,Cs. ‘of 
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of that which might never happen ; while 
Monigtia, almoft 4 prifoner in her little 
Apartment, pafled the day in fervitude, and 
divided the night between uneafy expecta- 
tion, hazardous conference, and fruitlefs 

r 

tsars. 

It was thefe thoughts that give to Orlan~ 
do fhat air of impatience and anxiety, which 
even in the prefence of Monimia he could 
not fo far conquer but that (lie obferved it, 
before he broke through the reftraint 
he had hitherto impofed on himfelf, and 
indulged thofe fe*ars which he had fo often 
entreated her to, check. 

At length, however, the hope (he affeCt- 
ed to feel, the charm of finding himfelf fo 
fondly beloved, and that his Monimia was 
prepared to meet any deftinjr with him, re-‘ 
ftored him to that temper which he was in. 
when he pr&pofed to brave the difeovery 
of their attachment. With difficulty (he 
perfuaded him to # leave her about *three 
o’clock. He glided foftly down flairs ; and 
when he came out of the lower room of 
the turret, he found the night fp very dark. 

* that 
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that he could not fee his hand. He knew 
the way, however, fo well, that he walked 
llowly but fearlefsly on, and ha(T nearly 
reached the chapel-door when he found 
his feet fuddenly entangled ; and. before 
he could either difengige himfelf or difeo- 
'“ver what it "Was that thus impeded his way, 
fomebody ran againft liim, whom he feized, 
and loudly demanded to know who it 
was. 

'* And who are y9U ?” replied a deep 
furly voice : “ let me go, or it (hall be the 
word day’s work you ever did in your 
life.” 

Orlando, now convinced tlAt he had 
. taken the felloff%ho had fo infolently in- 
truded upon him, and fo cruelly alarmed 
Monimia, felt himfelf provoked to puni(h 
■ him for his pad infolence, and deter him 
from repeating it : he therefore firmly* 
grafped his prifoner, wh 5 feemed a very 
ftoiK fellow, and who draggled vio- 
lently for his releafe — fo violently indeed 
that Orlando, exerting all his drength, 
threw him down ; but, in doing fo, the rope 
C 3 . which. 
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which he had at firfl; trod upon being in 
the way, he fell alfo : ftill however he held 
his anfiegonift fad, and, kneeling upon him, 
faid refolutely, ** Whoever you are, I- will 
detain you here till day-light, unlefs you 
inftantly tell me your name and bufinefs.” 

“ Curfe your ftrength ?” replied the fallenr 
foe ^ “ if I was noi a little boozy. I’d be 
d — d before you (hould have the better 
of me.” 

“ Who are you ?” again repeated Or- 
lando. 

“ Why, who. the plague fhould I be,’* 
cried the man, “ but Jonas Wilkins ? — Ah ! 
Matter Orjando, I knows you too now well 
enough — Come, Sir, let ^body go : 1 know 
you’d fcorn to do a poor man no harm.” 

“ Jonas Wilkins !” exclaimed Orlando* * 
who knew that to be the name of an out- . 
lawed fmuggler, faipous for his refolution, 
and the fears in which he was held by the 
cuftom-houfe officers — “ Jonas Wilkijis ! 
And pray,” enquired Orlando releafing' 
him, ** what may have brought you here, 
Mr. Jonas Wilkins ?” 



the old Manor house. gi* 

** Why, I’ll tell you,” replied the fellow, 
•“ for 1 knows you to be a kind-hearted 
gentleman, and won’t Hurt me. T4fe truth 
of t-he matter then is — The butler of this 
here houfe, Mafter Pattenfon, is engaged 
a little matter in our bufinefs ! and when 
we gets a cargo, he (lows it in Madam’s 
cellars, which lays along-fide the houfe»and 
he have the means to open that door there 
in the wall, under that there old fig-tree, 
which nobody knows nothing about. So 
here we brings our goods until fuch time as 
we can carry it fafely tip-the country, and 
we comes on dark nights to take it away.” 

“ And you were here on Monday night, 
were you not*? and came into my roont 
through the chapel ?” 

' . “ Yes, that I did fure enough. Aha ! 
.Mafter Orlando ! I think we’ve cotch’d 
one another.” # . 

“ If that be the cafe,” replied Orlando, 

. it # would have been well if we had kept , 
one another’s fecrets. *Why did you fppak 
of having feen one in my room ?” 

•“ Egod, old Pattenfon was down in the. 

* c 4 . aellar 
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cellar himfelf, for we were helping op fame 
heavy goods that night : I don’t know 
what"** devil ail’d me, but I thought I’d 
juft give a look into your room, where, you 
mult know, before you corned to live, we 
ufed now and then to put a few kegs or fo 
upon a pinch — and, d — n it '..there was you 
with a pretty girl. Alt, Matter Orlando ! 
wHo’d think you was fuch a fly one ?” 

** Well, but,” faid Orlando, “ what 
occaflon was there, Jonas, for your telling 
Pattenfon ?” 

** To teafe the old fan of a b ,” an- 

fwered Jonas. Why don’t you know that 
he’s after Betty Richards, and as jealous as 
* poifon ? So I made him bfclieve ’twas (he.” 
** You made him believe !” 

“ Aye, for it might be flie or another— 
Curie me if I faw who it was ! for you 
blow’d out .the candle, whifk ! in a mi- 
nute.” 

...Orlando, heartily glad to hear this_, pur* 
filed his enquiry farther. “ Pray,” refum^d 
he, “ tell me why fame perfan a little while 
after cried out, Now ! now !” « 

• “ Why, 
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“ Why, we thought that all was quiet j. 
and as I and 'a comrade of mine was wait- 
ing for the goods, we were going tcfTieave 
them up, and that was the fignal — but you 
were plaguy quick-eared, and began to 
holla after us ! fo we were forced to let the 
job alone tiU to-night, and Pattenfon let 
us out through the t’other part of the hqufe. 
"We’ve done the bufinefs now, and*my 
comrades they be all off with the goods— 
I only (laid to gather up our tools, becaufe 
I be going another way. ,r 

Orlando, now finding himfelfthus unex- 
pectedly relieved from the difficulty of ac- 
counting for the circumftance okthe night 
of alarm, was Yar from refenting the refift- 
' ance his new acquaintance had made, of 
' heeding the pain he felt frohl fome bruifes 
. which he haJ received in the ftruggle ; but 
being rather pleafed at .this rencontre, and 
wilhing to know how far <hc trade of the 
^worQiipful Mr. Pattenfon was likely to im- 
pede his future meetings with Monimia* he 
invited Jonas intohis room, and told him he- 
cbuld give him, late as it was, a glafs of wine;. 

C 5 Jonas- 
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Jonas accepted his invitation, but defir- 
ed he might ftay to coil up his ropes, which 
he depofited in the porch, and then followed 
Orlando, who. had taken his hanger from 
the chimney where it ufually hung, and 
put his piftols, which were both loaded, by 
him. Thefe precautions were not meant 
agamft his gueft, whom he did not fufpeft 
of any immediate intention to injure him, 
but to let him fee that he was prepared 
againft intrufion, from whatever motive it 
might be made, at any other time. 

When the manjnade his appearance, Or- 
lando, prepared as he was for the fight of a 
ruffian, felt fomething like horror. His 
dark countenance, (haded bj> two immenfe 
black eyebrows, his (haggy hair, and the 
fierce and wild expreffion of his eyes, gave 
a complete idea of one of Shakefpeare’s 
well-painted affaffins; while, in contem- 
plating his athletic form, Orlando wonder- 
ed how he had been able a moment to .de- 
tain him. He wore a dirty round frock 
ilained with ochre, whichlooked like blood, 
and over it one of thofe thick great coaft 

which 
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which the vulgar call rafcal-wrapper^ Or- 
lando poured him out a tumbler of wine; 
and bade him fit down.*’ The. fellow'bbey- 
ed, drank off his wine ; and/then, after 
furveying the room, faid, turning with a 
fly look to Orlando, “ What, jailer, fhe 
ben’t here then to-night ?” *■ 

- ** Pooh, pooh 1” critd Orlando, ** Jpt’s 
forget that, good Jonas ! — your eyes deceiv- 
ed you, there was nobody here : and I af- 
•fure you it was well you difappeared as you 
did, or you would hav£ paid for your peep- 
ing," ihewing one of his piftols. 

“ Aye, aye,” anfwered Tonas, “ you’ve' 
got a pair of bull-dogs, I lee ! — r-and I,”’ 
added he, pulliftg a pocket piftol from un* * 
■*der his frock, “ I’ve a terrier or two about 
"me ,* and ’twas ten to one, Mr. Orlando, if : 

1 had not a giten a pretty good guefs who it 
was,, that I had not taken you fpr an officer; 
and treated you with more fugar- plums than- 
s would have fat eafy upon your ftomach.” 

1 ** We are good friends now, howevet,” 
faid Orlando ; “ fo drink, Jonas, to our- 
brtter acquaintance.” , , 

c 6- m 
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He then gave jsim another full 
tumbler of wine, and began to queftion 
him bn his exploits. He found him one 
of thofe^aring and dcfperate men, -who, 
khowing they are to expedt no mercy, dis- 
claim all hope, and refolutely prey upon 
the fociety which has (haken them off. He 
had been drinking 'before Orlando met him ; 
anti now the wine with which Orlando plied 
him, and the voice of kindnefs with which 
he fpoke to him, contributed to open his 
heart. Jonas difcloTed to Orlando all their 
manoeuvres ; and it was not without afto- 

nifhment that he found both Snelcraft the 
1 

coachman and Pattenfon fo deeply engaged 
* among the fmugglers, and deriving very 
confiderable fums from the fhelter they - 
afforded them, and the participation of* 
their illicit gains. Orlando found, that, 
during the whole winter, in weather when 
no other veffcls< kept the fea, thefe adven- 
turous men purfued their voyages, and, 
copied their cargoes through the countrj/ 
in weather when “ one’s enemy’s dog’* 
would hardly be turned from the door. * 

v Orlando 
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Orlando, after fome confideration on the 
means of efcaping that interruption which 
this combination ftmong the fervants' in the 
houfe feemed to threaten, told the man, as 
if in confidence, that under the reftraint he 
was in, in Mrs. Rayland’s houfe, he fome*- 
tinges found* it convenient to go out after 
th^: family were in bed* to meet at a neigh- 
bouring town fome friends whom Mrs. 
Rayland difliked he (hould fee : and there- 
fore, faid he, “ 1 wifh, Jonas, that, as I 
{hould not wifh to 'interrupt you, you 
would give me fome fignai on thofe nights 
when you are at work in the cellar.” 

This the fmuggler readily promifed, and 
they agreed upon the fign which (hould fig- % 
* nify the importation or exportation of the 
perchandife of Mr. Pattenfon from the 
. cellars of his'miftrefs. 

Orlando, poffeffing jhis fecret, flattered 
himfelf that his very extraordinary ac- 
quaintance would keep his word, and that 
'the communication between the ftudy #ind 
the apartment of Monimia might once 
nSore be open, without making her liable .. 
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to thofe terrors from which (he had fuffered 

i 

fo much. 

“ The man, whom Orlando continued 
to behold with a mixture of horror and pity, 
was now nearly overcome with the wine he 
had drank, and began to tell long profing 
dories of his efcapes and his exploits, in 
which he related inttances of dauntlefs cou- 
rage, tarnifhed however by brutilh ferocity. 
At length Orlando reminded him that day 
was foon approaching, and faw him out of 
the chapel-door, repeating his afiurances 
that nothing of , what he ^ad himfelf that 
night difcovered (heuldtranfpire. Orlando 
then fattened the chapel and the other 
•doors, and betook himfelf ;o his repofe— 
thinking lefs about the meeting that was to 
take place, as he believed, on the morrow^ 
than on the recent difcovery he had made,, 
which nearly quieted his terrors in regard 
to Monimia’s having been feen ; and he 
impatiently longed for an opportunity to 
CQggtmunicate to her the fatisfadion which.* 
he hoped lhe would derive from this af- 
furance. 


The. 
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The late hour at which he had gone to> 
bed, and the fatigue of mind he had expe- 
rienced the preceding day, occafioned it to 
be later than ufual when Orlando awoke* 
He ftarted up j and recollecting that he had 
fome writing to finifh for Mrs. Rayland, 
and that he w^s to meet Sir John Belgrave 
at twelve o’clock, he haftened to drefs him- 
-felf, and had hardly done fo before he de- 
ceived a fummons to attend his father, who 
waited for him as ufual in the ftable-yard. 

He found Mr. Somesive again on horfe- 
back, and eafily underftood that his pur- 
pofe was to keep him from his appoint- 
ment, to which however hf was pofitively 
determined to go. While his father, in a 
peculiar Strain of dejeCtion and concern, 
4iras yet talking to him as he leaned on the 
ifihArfe, Mrs. Lsennard faw them from one 
of the windows ; and having acquainted 
her lady, (lie, contrary to her ufual referv- 
ed treatment of Mr. Somerive, fent down 
a vefy civil meffage requesting his com- 
pany with Orlando to breakfaft. 

JThis invitation, fo Battering becaufe fo 

unufual 
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unufual, was, of courfe accepted. Somerive 
knew that Mrs. Rayland was acquainted 
with the affair which hung over him with 
an afpeft fo threatening, and hoped that (lie 
would unite with him in perfuading Orlan- 
do to thofe conceffions which might yet 
afford the means of evading it, if the Ge- 
neral's interpofition (hould fail : inftcad of 
which, he found her elated with the idea of 
punifhing the audacity of Sir John, fearlefs 
of any danger which in the attempt might 
happen to Orlandd, and piquing herfelf 
on the fuppofition that in him had revived 
a fpark of that martial and dauntlefs fpirit 
which fhe had been taught to believe cha- 
sa&erifed the men of her family. She 
feemed furprifed, and fomewhat offended^ 
at the alarm Mr. Somerive exprefled ; and 
hinted, in no very equivocal terms, that thisl 
timidity was .the effect of that mixture of 
plebeian blood* from the alloy of which 
only Orlando, of all the family, fepmed 
fcxpmpt * while My. Somerive, in his turn; 
beheld, with a degree of horror and di£ 
guft, a woman who, to gratify her pride*or 

revenge 
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revenge her quarrel, on fo trifling a fubjed, 
was ready to promote perhaps the death 
of one for whom fhe had appeared to' feel 
fome degree of affe&ion. 

With views and opinions fo different, 
their conference was not likely to be either 
very long or yery fatisfa&ory. Mr. Some- 
rive knew, that when JVIrs. Rayland had 
once taken up an opinion, argument aganft 
it offended, but never convinced her ; and 
that in proportion as her reafoning was fee- 
ble, her refolution wasdirm. Thus baffled 
in his hopes of her effe&ual interpofition, 
and feeing that Orlando was bent upon 
keeping his appointment^ of which the 
hour was now.at hand, Mr. Somerive fat 
r awhile filent, mortified and wretched— 
' hoping, yet fearing, for the fuccels of the 
•bcneral’s interpofition, and confidering 
what he (hould do if it failed. 

He had juft determined to* obtain a war- 
rant immediately, and to put both parties 
under arreft, when a. fervant brought to 
him the following letter : 

MY 
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** MY DEAR SIR) 

" I AM now with Sir John Belgrave ; 
and as I know the very natural and tender 
folicitude which you and your amiable fa- 
mily are under, I lofe not a moment in 
doing myfelf the pleafure to allure you, 
that Sir John confents to give the matter 
U£>, and that without any conccdions from 
your fon that may be derogatory to his ' 
honour. If Sir John allows me to fay that 
he is forry for what has palled, it can furely 
not be too much for Mr. Orlando to make 
to him the fanie conceflion. I have great 
fatisfa&ion in communicating to you the 
fuccefs of my fincere endeavours to be 
ferviceable, and have the honour to be, • 

“ My dear Sir, i. 

“ Your moft devoted lervantJL, 

* “ | 

** Charles-Ferbinand Tracy.’* 

• c 

Mr. Someriye read this billet with a 
heating heart, apprehend ve that the jnter- 
pofition of Mrs. ■Rayland would prevent 
■^Orlando from making even the flight apo- 
logy which General Tracy diftated ; and 

* feeing 
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feeing him reftlefs, and meditating how to 
efcape, he haftily bade Mrs. Rayland good 
'morning; and ordering, in a more pe- 
remptory voice than he generally affirmed, 
Orlando to follow him, he left the room j 
and, as foon as he was alone with his fon, 
put into his hapds the letter he had receiv- 
ed, at the fame time telling him that he 
.-muft be obeyed in the command he lard 
upon him, to make immediately the con- 
cellion required. 

Orlando, convinced that he ought to do 
fo, after the appeal he had lymfelf confent- 
ed to make to the General, allured his fa- 
ther of his obedience. Ttiey found, on 
enquiry, that General Tracy’s fervant had 
■teen fent firft to Weft Wolvertonj from 
» whence Mrs. Somerive had, in the moft 
IfeTrifying ftate of fufpenfe, haftened him to 
Rayland Hall, where he now waited. Or- 
lando therefore attended fiis father into his 
^own room ; where being furniihed with 
pen and ink, Mr. Somewve wrote to the 
General in thofe terms that appeared requi- 
fit tf and to which Orlando did not objedt. 

The 
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The letter, was then inftantly difpatched by > 
the fervant : and thus ended an affair which, 
had fo much difturbed the ptace of the 
Sotnerive family, and threatened *confe- 
quences ftill more painful. Somerive now 
ordered his fon to return to Mrs. Rayland, 
Ihew her the General’s letter, and inform 
-her that the bufinefs was ended as much to 
liis honour, as her Iiigheft notions of what% , 
was due to a defendant of Sir Hilderbrand 
(whofe blood was lcls alloyed than that of 
the reft of his family) could exad. Some- 
rive faid this with fome degree of afperity; 
for, though pleafed with the partiality of 
Mrs. Rayland for Orlando he could not 
but feel the contempt (he expreffed towards 
himfclf. He told Orlando he exped^d 
him to dinner, and then returned hom'ej; 
his mind relieved from an intolerable loa3,‘ 
and his heart fivelling with gratitude to-.* 
wards his excellent friend General Tracy. 


CHAP.* 
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CHAP. III. 


E VERY one of the £arty who met 
dinner, at Mr. Somerive’s, were 
•ready to worth ip the General, except Or- 
lando, who Hill felt himfelf diffatisfied, 
and much difpofed to enquire by what con- 
verfation an accommodation had been fo 
eafily brought about. This enquiry, how- 
ever, he, at his father’s requeft, forbore to 
^make, and the (jeneral was perfeftly ratif- 
ied with the gratitude exprefied by the reft- 
^oflthe family i and in thediftant, but polite 
• behaviour of C?rlando, faw, what confirmed 
him in his original idea, that it would be 
much better if he was out ©f the way.— • 

\ Thesharms of IDtbella had now fnch an af- 
cendency in the General’? imagination, th^t 
he determined nothing lliould impede hisl 
deligns j and he believed that the ftraitened 

circumftances 
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circumflances of Somerive, of which hex 
was no longer ignorant, would give him . 
the means of obtaining his daughter. 

Somerive had indeed communicated to 
him, as a friend, the uneafy fituation of 
his affairs, and deplored the condudt of his 
eldeft fon. At their next conference there' 
fore alone,Tracy Contrived, without forcing 
the converfation, to bring it round to that 
point ; and when Somerive fpoke of the 
diftrefs which arofe from the mifeonduft 
of his fon Philip, the General took occa- 
fion to fay, “ *lt is indeed, my friend, a 
circumftance extremely to be lamented — 
and, in ,my opinion, renders the fituation 
of your youngeft fon much more critical; 
—I heartily wifh he was in fome profeff 
fion. Have you confidered what I faid to 
you about the army ? — I believe I could • 
. be of very material fervice to you in that 
line.” - 

.«* Dear General,” exclaimed Somarive, , 
•* how much I feelmyfelf indebted to yout 
Yes, I certainly have thought of it •, and 
the refult of my reflexions is, that if fiis 

mother 
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mother confented, if Mrs. Rayland did 
not object— — ” 

, <x My good friend,” interrupted the Ge- 
neral, ** can a man of your underftanding, 
when the well-doing of fuch a fon is in 
% queftion, think that thefe ifs (hould have 
any weight ? — Mrs. Somerive, all tender as 
the is, has too much fenfe to indulge he/ 
fondnefs at the expence of her fon’s efta % - 
Jplifhment; and as to Mrs. Rayland — I have 
not indeed the honour to know her — but 
i, the only queftion feems tb be, will (he, or 
will (he not, provide for Orlando ? — Ifi he 
will, why will (he not fay fo ? — If (he will 
not, are not you doing your fon jn irre- 
parable injury, in*fuffering him to wafte in 
^miitlefs expe&ation the bed of his -days ?** 
I u It is very difficult,” replied Mr. Some- 
rive, after mufing a moment, “ very dif- 
■ ficujt to know how to a£^ : Mgs. Rayland 
has a temper fo peculiar, that, if (he is once 
pffendfd, it is for ever. Perhaps, however, 
fince I fee (lie piques herfelf on the mili- 
tary honours of her family, perhaps (he 
rnaf not be difpleafed at Orlando’s entering. 

on 



4$ . THl OLD MANOR HOVSt. 

on the profeffion of arms. She feemed 
•much more eager to promote than to check 
his ardour in this affair with Sir John B*ef- 
grave : and as the Britifh nation i$ now 
engaged in a quarrel with people whom fhe 
confiders as the defcendants ofthe Regicides, 
againft whom her anceftdrs drew their 
fyrords, it is not, i think, very unlikely that 
fhe might approve of her young favourite’s" 
making his firft effay in arms againft 
thofe whom fhe terms the Rebels of Ame- 

* 99 

rica. 

“ As to that,” anfwered the General 
coldly, “ it may be very well, in ftarting 
the idea* to give her that notion ; but in 
faft this campaign will end the unworthy 
conteft. — Of this I have the moil pofitive 
aflurances from my military friends on the ' 
fpot, as well as the firmeil reliance on the- 
meafures adopted- by minifters ; and I am 
convinced that thofe wretched, ragged fel- 
lows, without difcipline, money, clothes,,- 
of arms, will be unable longer to flrugglc 
for their chimerical liberty. Probably they 
are by this time crufhed ; and therefor^as . 
z 


no 
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no more troops will be Tent out, your 
fon will not, if you adopt this plan, be 
panned from his family, and may Hill oc- 
cafionally vifit this capricious old gentlewb- 
man, who, unlefs fhe differs much from the 
reft of her fex, of all ages and descriptions, 
will not like a'handfome young fellow the 
lefs for having a cockade fn his hat.” • 
“ Ah, General !” returned Somerive 
^miling, “ I fancy your own experience 
among the women well juftifies that re- 
mark. Since you really* are fo fure that 
Orlando would not be fent ubroad, which 


will make a great difference certainly in 
his mother’s feelings on this point, and 
perhaps in thofe *of Mrs. Rayland, I will 
^ake an immediate opportunity of fpeaking 
of it to my wife, and we will confider of 
the fafeft method of taking Mrs. Rayland’s 
• opinion upon it. As to. QrlahcJb himfelf, 
there can be little doubt of his concur- 


rence^— at lead I hope not. And there are 
other reafons, my friend, belides thofe thafr 
1 have named to you, why his prefent 
fituafion is utterly improper,* and why it 
Vol. II. * D feems 
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icons to me that he cannot too Toon be 
* removed from it.” 

Mr. Somerive, in fpeaking thus^-was 
thinking of Monimia, who, ever fince he 
had firft heard her defcribed, had occurred 
to him continually. The neceflity there 
was for attending immediately to the affair 
Of the threatened duel, had hitherto pre- 
vented his fpeaking of her to Orlando,- in 
that ferious manner which he thought the 
affair merited : but he had repeatedly 
touched on it ; and finding Orlando fhrink 
from the investigation, he laid in wait for’ 
an occafion to probe him more deeply — an 
occalicyi which, perceiving his father fought 
it, Orlando as folicitoufiy endeavoured to 
avoid giving him, by contriving to!be' 
always bulled in attending on his lifters or. 
his mother ; but while he thus got out of 
the way father, he was very much 
in that of thp General, who could hardly 
ever get an > opportunity of whripering t f o 
t Ifabella thofe fentiments which dCuy 
quired new force. For, the week following 
.that when the affair with Sir John Bel grave 
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was fettled, Orlando could find, no exccrfe 
for returning to Rayland Hall of a night : 
he was therefore reduced to the .neceflky of 
goirig thither after his own family were iii 
bed ; and as the way through die chapd 
was not open to him, he could only fee 
Monimia in her own room, and their meet- 
ings were therefore very* fhort, and fo ha- 
zardous, that the impatience and difcon- 
tent of Orlando could no longer be re- 
prefied or concealed. 

The greater his attachment to Monimia 
became (and every hour itfeemed to gather 
ftrength), the . more terrible appeared her 
fituation, and his own. They were both 
fo young that He thought he might eafily 
'obtain an eftablifliment, and that the noon 
of their lives might pafs in felicity together, 
were he, inftead of remaining in a ftate of 
uncertain dependence, to be allowed to go 
forth into the world. Sanguine and romantic 
jyt> e extreme, and feeling within himlelf 
talents which he was denied the power%of 
exercifing, his mind expatiated on vifion^ry 
Ofl&fp$&s, which he believed might Eafily 
D 2 • he 
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be realized. When to provide for patting 
bis life with Monimia was in queftion, every 
thing feemed pottible ; and as he heard nmch 
of the rapid fortunes made in India/ and 
had never confidered, or perhaps heard of 
the means by which they were acquired, he 
fancied that an appointment there would 
put him in the high road to happinefs ; 
and various were the proje&s of this and- 
of many other kinds, on which his thoughts 
continually dwelt. v 

General Tracy, who had long read man- 
kind, eafily penetrated into the mind of 
a man fo new to the world as Orlando ; 
and though he*faw that his young friend 
did not greatly eftecm him, he was not by 
that obfervation deterred from conciliating^ 
as much as pottible his good opinion, till 
at length Oilando communicated his dif- 
content at being at his time of life fo inac- 
tive and ufelefs ; and the General, having 
brought him to that confettion, ftarted the • 
fcheme he had before propofed only tcHiic . 
father, of procuring him a commiflion, and 
lending him all the intereft which be ^as 

• known 
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known to poflefs, to promote his fortune in 
the army. • 

A prO'pofal fo friendly, - and fo much ad*' 
apted to the warm and ardent temper of Or- 
lando, was acknowledged with gratitude, 
and without fartherconfiJeiation embraced, 
on condition that his family did not oppoft 
it. The General told him^ that it was^tt 
"confequence of his father’s apparent incli- 
nations that he had at firft thought of it ; 
,that his mother had certainly too much 
fenfe to reject fuch an* advantageous offer 
Jot him ; ** efpecially,” adrled he, ** as from 
the prefent (tate of the war, there is not the. 
lead likelihood of your being fertf abroad. 


— You know heft, however, my dear Sir,” 
continued the General, with fomething on 
his countenance between a fmile and a 
• fneer— “ you kr.ow beft how far your cam- 
paigns againtl the game^on thedlayland ma- 
nors may anf.ver httter than thefervices of 
a jfl ldier, or whether the old lady’s hands 
r ‘ can beftow a more fruitful prize than the 
barren laurels you may gather in bearing 
afms for your country.” 

D 3 


There 
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There was in thisfpeech fomething that 
conveyed to Orland$ an idea that he was 
defpifed j and that tbfre was meannefs in 
his attending on Mrs. Rayland like at le- 
gacy hunter — of all characters the mod de- 
fpicable. The blood that rufhed into his 
cheeks, fpoke the painful fenfations this 
iqgpreflion brought with it. He coukl not, 
however, exprefs them with propriety to** 
a man whofe only purpofe feemcd to be 
that of befriending him, by roufing him 4 
from indolence, and 'even from a fpecies of 
fervitude. The General faw that wlut he 
/aid had the efFedt he wifhed; and Or- 
lando left him, determined to avail himfelf 
. of the opportunity that now offered for ob- 
taining what he believed would be a degree 
of independence. He began to confider 
how he might prevail on Mrs.* Rayland to 
afiift, indead of oppofing this fcheme j and 
how he might thus obtain a certain portion 
of liberty, without offending one to whom 
gratitude and intereft contributed to attaeft*"' 
hint. A deep and painful figh, raifed by 
the reflection of the mifery of parting from 
7 Monimia, 
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Monimia, followed the refolution he adopt- 
ed j but he recollected that by no other ' 
means he could remove the cruel obftacles 
between them, and that refolution became 
confirmed. . 

He had not yet, however, the courage to 
communicate to her the probability there 
was that they mult foon jpart. Their Ihojj 
•conferences, in every one of which they-Ai- 
curred the hazard of difcovery, palled, on 
h er fide, in mournful prefentiments of future 
. forrow, which (he yet endeavoured to con- 
ceal j and on his, in trying^ now to confoie' 
her, and now in acknowledging that there 
was but too much caufe foi*her fears : pro- 
jects were confidered, however, for their fu- 
ture meetings with lefs rilk. She told him, 

• that during the time he was fo much at 
*home, her £unt confined her lefs ftriCUy 
through the day : that in proportion as 
fhe found hcrfelf become more necclfary to 
Mrs. Rayland, and more fecure of a great 
"^rovi lion after her death, Mrs. Leonard be- 
came more indolent, and more addicted to 
her own gratifications. Betty, who was a. 

• D 4 very ; 
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very great favourite, had little elfe to do 
than to wait upon her; an employment in 
which Monimia herfelf was often engaged, 
though (he was now more ufually employ- 
ed about the perfon of Mrs. Rayland, who 
found her fo tender and attentive that (he 
began to look upon her with fome degree 
o£ complacency. This talk, while it added 
a hfavy link to her fetters, (he yet went* 
through, not only with patience, but with 
pleafure ; for (he hoped that by making 
herfelf ufeful to Mrs,. Rayland, (he might 
not only have more frequent opportunities 
of feeing Orlando during the winter, which 
(he imagined ha. would pafs at the Hall, 
but perhaps obtain from her fuch a (hare 
of recolledfion at her death, as might te- • 
move the neceffity of an entire dependence 
on Mrs Leonard ; a dependence which 
fome late obfervations had made her believe 
as precarious as (he felt it to be painful. 

In confequence of General Tracy’s vifit 
to Sir John Belgrade at the houfe of INl??" 
Stockton, he received from the matter of 
it an invitation, which he accepted ; Mr, 

Stockton 
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Stockton firft waiting upon him at Weft 
Wolverton— Sir John, and Philip Some* 
rive, with fevcral others of the late viiitants 
at the Caftle, were gone into Scotland on a 
(hooting party; but Mr. Stockton *had. a 
fucceffion of vifiters. — His magnificent 
ftyle of living, which it was known he 
had a fortune to fupport, attracted not 
only all his London friend* 4fy turns tt^fcis 
houfe, but from every part of the country 
acquaintance poured in upon him; ac- 
quaintance who defired nothing better, in 
the way of entertainment, than his French 
cook and his well-furniftfed . cellars af- 
forded them. — The Clergy were his very 
conftant guefts j and he loved to*have two 
or three of them always about him, at 
whom he might lanch thofe (hafts of wit 
which he ^had picked up here and there, 
and which confided of common-place jokes 
upon religion ; well knowing, that with 
thefe feleft few (orthodox a^ they were)', the 
jywcllence of the entertainment he gave 
them fecured their filence and complaifitnee. 

The General, who was in manners really 
D £ a man' 
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fafhion, was by no meahs delight- 
ed With the grofs and noify fociety he found 
K Stockton’s : but he faw that if he would 
cfcape fufpicion, he mud not make his vifit 
ax Somerive’s too long ; and, therefore, was 
glad to be aflured that there was an houfe 
in the immediate neighbourhood, where he 
might remain a fortnight or' three weeks, 
aft^r prudence didated his departure from, 
that of Mr. Somerive ; which he now 
feared mud happen before his hopes with 
Ifabella were fuccefsful, for he found ifr- 
much more difficult to obtain any degree 
©f favour, than his own vanity and her gid- 
dinefs had at firft led him to fuppofe. 

Ifabella, Somerive was not naturally a co- 
quette : but (he had a greater flow of fpirits 
than any of her family, except her elder ' 
brother, whom (he greatly refdtnbled in 
the thoughtlcfs vivacity of his difpofition 
from her fex and education, what was in 
him attended with dangerous errors, wa$ in 
sfcer only wild but innocent gaiety, becottt^_ 
jng.enough to youth, health and beauty. Of 
that beauty (he had early learned the value t 


(he 
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(he had heafd. it praifed at home, and 
found her father and mother were pleated 
to hear of it. But during her (hortftayin 
London (he had been intoxicated with the 
incenfe that was offered her ; and, notwith- 
(landing the good humour inherent in her 
difpolition, (he failed not to enjoy, with 
fome degree of feminine triumph, the pre- 
ference that was given her^f^r her coufyw, 
whofe admirers feemed all difpofed to de- 
fert them on the firft appearance of fh» 
ruftic beauty ; and fheTelt, too, the plea- 
fure of retaliation for all the airs of con- 
fequence which the Mifs’Woodfords had 
affumed in their vifirs to V^eft Wolverton, 
from their fuperior knowledge of fafliions* 
public places, and great people* But, above 
all, Ifabella was delighted by the preference 
given her by. a judge fo difcerning as Ge- 
neral Tracy — whofe tafte in beauty was fo 
uhiverfally allowed, thafr his admiration had 
given eminence to feveraf pretty women, 
jjiht) would never otherwife have been no*' 
ticed. Far however from thinking of him 
a lover, Ifabella, who was, w*& all her. 

D 6 vivacity/ 
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«H«c5tyi as innocent as little Emma herfelf, 
tonfidered him merely as her father’s 
friend, and would have applied to him for 
advice, in as much expedition of receiv- 
ing it with difintereftcd wifdom, as to her 
Either himfelf. The fine fpeeches he took 
every opportunity of making, fhe believed 
partly arofe from habit, and were partly 
£njofs of Ln a admiration ; which fhe 
thought perfedtly harmlefs, though it fome- 
times ftruck her as ridiculous. And in con- 
verfation with her fitters, and fometimes 
with her mother, fhe laughingly called the 
General— >her ohj beau — her venerable ad- 
mirer, and faid fhe wifhed he was thirty 
years younger. Mrs. Somerivc fometimes 
checked her ; but oftener fmiled at the de- 
feription fhe gave of the General’s folemn 
gallantly, and of the trouble fhe knew his 
toilet *coft him ; “ which really,” cried fhe, 
“ grieves one’s very heart. Poor man ! it 
xnuft be exceflively fatiguing $ and after all, 
I think he would be a thoufand times more 
agreeable, if he could be perfuaded to ap- 
pear as my father and other men do, of the 

fame 
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fame age. — Inftead of putting on toupee* 
and curls, which it lequires fo much act 
and time to make lit £nug and look natural, 
how preferable would a good comfortable 
wig be to his poor old head ! which I am 
fure muft ache fadly every day, before 
Beaumielle has patched up the gaps that 
time has made! — and, befides, I know he is 
alwaj s m fear of fome of thi^JtJbrrowrd cKC* 
velure’s coming off, and difgi acing him j 
I have abfolutely feen him neivous abaut 
iu” — “ Dear Ifibella,” faid Mis. Somerive, 
who was prefent at this defcription, “ how 
you run on ! The General, I dare lay, has 
no falfe hair ; and if he has, how does it 
materially differ from a wi£ !” , 

“ Oh tnamnA !” replied her daughter, “ I 
'believe it differs fo much in the General's 
opinion, that he had rather have his head 
cut off than This hair. A wig 1 I have feen 
him (hudder at the idea.” ( 

** You have feen him !”/aid Mrs. Some* 
rive : * f pray when ?’* 

“ The other day, when he rode out with 
us. There was a terrible high wind, and 

I knew 



THE OLD jKAffOft HOVSE# 


| knew the ancient beau would be ten times' 

’ . more difcompofed by it than we were-— So> 
as foon as we got upon the downs, I fet off 
with a brifk canter dire&ly again ft it ; and 
die poor dear General was obliged, you 
Jcnow, to follow us.”— 

« Well r 

t ** Well — and fo he buttoned up the cape 

great coi^ound his ears, and fet off 
after us ; but as ill fortune would have it, 
this cape, I fuppofe, loofened' the firings of 
his curls, and the wind blew fo unmerci^ 

t 

folly that he did not hear of their de- 
fection from his* ears; but as he came 
gallopping up t<? me and Selina, who were 
a good way before him, th^fe ill behaved 
curls deferted, and were flying, like two . 
fmall birds tied by the leg, half a yard be- 
hind him ; and if he had beenjeommander 
©f a town fuddenly blown up by the ene- 
my, he could not have looked more 
amazed and difmayed, than he did when 
I called out to binj — General ! General! 
youf curls are flying away !— He put , 
up his hand to his two ears alternately* v 

• and 
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and finding it too true that thefe cowardly 
curls had left their poll, and were retained 
only by a bit of black twift, he gave them 
a twitch, and thmft them into his pocket- 
while he fakl mod: doloroufly, ** Ever fince 
that fever I got laft year by overheating, 
myfelf walking with the King at Windfor, 

1 have loft m/ hair in feme degree ; and 
till it is reftored I am ifhdes'ihe necjjffi^ 
of wearing thefe awkward contrivances.** 
“ Dear General,’* faid I, as if I pitied his 
difrreTs, M I am afraid you will catch cold 
without them. Had you not better wrap a 
handkerckief about your head ? I am fure 
you muft feel a difference— I am in pain 
for you ! — It is, indeed, an awkward con- 
trivance; and I fliould think you would 
find more comfortable and certain accom- 
modation in a wig.” 

** A wig !” exclaimed he— M a military 
man in a wig ! — like «a turtle-eating cit, 
or a Stock-Exchange broker ! — Impoffi- 
ble 1 — No ! lovely Ifabella, you can never 
fuppofe I ought to make myfelf fiich., a 
figure ; and 1 allure you I have, when not 
* hurt • 
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hurt by illnefs, a very tolerable head of 
hair.” 

“ For your time of life, General !’* faid 
1,^— This completed the poor good man’s 
djfmay j and he fet about alluring me, that 
the military hardlhips he had gone through 
in the younger part of his life, and perhaps 
a little irregularity lince, made him look 

Jeaft fifteen yeais older than he was, and 
fo went on making fuch fine fpeeches as he 
thinks becoming in fo young a man. 

“ Upon my word, Ifabella,” remarked 
Mrs. Somerive, “ you will offend the Ge- 
neral by all this flippancy; and your father, 
I allure you, would not be at all pleafed if 
you’fhouW.” 

** No^ indeed, my dear mamma !” an- 
fwered (he, “ there is no danger of my of- 
fending him. The rattling fpeeches I make 
to him, and even my turning Kim into ridi- 
cule when only Selina and I are by, is fa 
far from offending him, that he feems to 
it. — Does not he, Selina ?'* 

«* It is not right, however, in my opi- 
nion,” faid Selina. 
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u Why not, if you pleafe, my Lady r 
Graveairs ?” 

“ Becaufe I do not think a pcrfon’s age,” 
replied Selina, “ a proper fubjedt of ridi- 
cule.” 

“ No,” anfwered Ifabella — “ not if they 
do not make it- fo, by attempting to appear 
young ; but how is it •polTiMe to help * 
laughing at a man who fancies that, at fixty, 
he can pafs for fix-and-twenty?” 

“Jf-it is the General’s foible,” faid Mrs. 
Somerive gravely, “ it? feems to be the 
only one ; and it makes him happy, and 
hurts nobody. He is fo worthy a man 
that it is immaterial whether Tie is # fixty or 
ii x-and-twenty j and if he has the weaknefg 
to prefer being thought the latter, which, 
however, Ifabella you know is not true, 
he fhould not be rudely reminded that no- 
body elfe thinks fo.” ^ # 

“ Well, if this worthy mail will flirt with 
• and make love to girls 70ung enough to 
be his grand-daughters, I -mult laugh, if it 
he wrqpg,” cried Ifabella. 


“ Make 
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4t Make love 1” exclaimed Mrs. Some- 
rive; “ What do you mean, child )" 

“ Why — only, mamma, that if he were a 
young man, the marvelloufly fine fpeeches 
he ftudies would feem like love-making 
fpeeches. I told him the other* day, that 
fince he thought me fo very charming a 
“creature, I' wi/hed he would perfuade his 
nephew to be of the fame opinion, for there 
would be fome fenfe in that.” 

“ His nephew ! — Who is his nephew ?” 
enquired her mother. 

“ I never faw him,” replied Ifabella ; 

** but Eliza Woodford has often, and fays 
he is thee /nod elegant and the handfomeft 
young man about town.” 

“ Do you mean,” faid Mrs. Somerive, 
“ the fon of his elder brother. Lord Tay- 
mouth ?” 

“Oh! cot at f all — he is a miferable 
looking mortal: — No, this nephew, as" 
Eliza tells me, is the only fon of his lifter, 

' I*ady Something' Tracy, who married a 
Mr, Warwick, who, though a gentleman, 

het 
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her family thought was a match lb much be- 
neath her, that they never forgave her ; and 
as ihe and her tiufband both died early, this 
young man, who was their only child, and 
had a very fmall fortune, was brought up. 
by the General, who means to make him 
his heir.” 

“ He is a good creaftire,” tf laid Mr^ " 
Somerive ; “ and every thing I hear in- 
creafes my efteem for him.” 

“ ¥ou would confent then, my dear 
mamma,” replied IfabelKt, “ to my having 
Captain Warwick ?” • 

** Alas !” anfwered her mother mourn- 
fully, “ Captain Warwick, my dear girl, 
heir to the fortune of General Tracy, will 

• never, I fear, ajk my confent. Young wo- 
men without fortune, though their merit 
be indifputable, are not likely now to mar- • 
ry at all; very unlikely,, indeed, to meet 
with fitch high fortune.” • 

** I don’t fee that at all,” cried Ifabella. 

** Selina and Emma may ’determine to diq 
old maids if they pleafe ; but, for my part, 
ril*try, as long as 1 am young and g odd ’ 

' lboking, 
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looking, for 'a hufband j and as to this 
Warwick, I am bent upon fating my cap 
at him without mercy, if his uncle would 
J^t give me an opportunity. That lie will 
not do j for though he is fo good to him, 
and gives him fuch an handfome allowance, 
he hardly ever fees him ; and has bought 
c him a company iH another regiment, rather 
tlun have him in his own, and fo he is Cent 
off to America — and- 

“ You have no chance then,” interrupt- 
ed Mrs. Someiive,* “ of trying your power, 
Ifabella ?” . 

“ No!” cried (liej “ but it is excellent 
fport to t teize - his uncle about him, who 
always avoids talking of' him, juft like a 
coquetlifh Mamma, who hates to hear that 
Mifs is tall and handfome.” 

Mrs. Somerive, again gently reproving 
her daughter for fpeakipg thus of the Ge- 
neral, put an .end to the converfation by 
lending her daughters away to drefs for 
dinner ; while lhe meditated alone on what 
her hufband had that morning faid to her 
OD the fubjed of Orlando's entering the 
• * army. 
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army. He had now, for the firft time, ex- 
plained to her all the reafons he had for 
wiftiing his fon removed from.Rayland 
Hall ; and had communicated the principal 
of thefe, bis fufpicions of an attachment to 
Monimia. Mrs. Somerive felt all the truth 
of what her hufband urged in favour of this, 
plan; and, particularly jjneafy-at the ia»>* 
formation he had given her about Monftftia, 
lhe now tried to reafon herfelf out of thofe 
fears /or his perfonal fafety, which yet led 
her to wifh he might remain, on whatever 
terms, near her and his family. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


T HE family of Somerive was almoft 
the pnly one in the country, or at leaft 
within five and twenty miles, who had not 
waited on Mrr Stockton after his purchas- 
ing the eftates of Lord Carloraine. For 
this Mr. Somerive had feveral reafons. 
Though he dildained any mean complian- 
ces with the caprices of Mrs. Rayland, he 
thought it wfiong to conned himfelf with a 
man Who, on his firft appearance in the 
country, had offended her unhandfomely 
enough ; and he knew it would not only be 
impolitic in regard to her, but to the 
economy of his own family. His fervants, 
plain and faboriotSs, were at prefent content 
with their portion of work and of wages ; 
"but were they once introduced into fuch a 
fervants hall as that of the Caflle, where 
the fame profufion reigned as was custo- 
mary 


V 
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mary in the parlour, he knew they would 
immediately become difcontented, and, of 
courfe troublefome and ufelefs. The people 
whom he found were generally afiembled 
at th^Caftle, mod of them young men, 
celebrated for their diflolute manners, were 
not fuch as he wilhed to have introduced 
to his daughters. And thefq. caufes co-^ 
operating to make him wifh to avoid «eve*y 
acquaintance with Mr. Stockton, he had 
taken fome pains to prevail on bis elded 
fon to avoid it alfo ; but Philip Somerive, 
who had fome flight knowledge of Stock- 
ton in London, haftened, in fpite of his fa- 
ther’s remonftrances,to renew andftrength- 
en it as foon as fettled in the neighbour- 
hood, and was very foon more at Stockton’s 
than at home. The Ample economy of 
his father’s houfe appeared to him a total 
deprivation of all that a gentleman ought 
to' enjoy; and when fontrafted with the 
voluptuous epicurifm that “reigned in the 
fplendid manflon of his new friend, he had 
not the courage to return to it oftener than 


want 
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want of money compelled him to do : and 
hf iorgdt that to thefe temporary gratifica- 
tions he was facrificing the peace of his fa- 
ther, his mother, and his lifters ; and lay. 
ing up for liimfelf all the miferies of indi- 
gence, and all the meannefies of depen- 
dence. 

» « It was here he confirmed, by indulgence, 
tfiafpaffion for play which he had acquired 
at college. The party at Carloraine Caflle 
pafTed whole nights in gaming, where 
young Somerive often loft, but, alas 1 fome- 
times won ; and in the triumph of his luc- 
cefs, the pain and inconvenience of his ill 
fortune was fcfrgotten. He learned fome of 
thofe modes of afcertaining the matter, 
which hefaw lb happily pra&ifed by others ; 
and, after fome time, became, in fome mea- 
fure, one of the initiated, and had, in con- 
fluence feluom occalion to apply to his 
father for morey — therefore he feldom went 
near him : fotretim'‘s whole months there- 
fore patted, durine which h : s family never 
law him, though they knew that much of 

his 
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his time was paired with Mr. Stockton* 
whom this c^rcumftance contributed to ren- 
< d^r odious to Mr. Somerive. 

Afte* the acquaintance, however, com* 
menced\>ctween Stockton and the Gene- 
ral, Somerive found it very difficult to keep 
the fame diftancfc ; and Stockton, who had 
a great inclination to fee Somerive's band** 

* fome daughters, of whom he had heard fo 
much, was fo importunately civil, while 
General Tracy, on the other hand, pro- 
moted the acquaintance *fo warmly, that 
Somerive and Orlando engaged to dine 
with Stockton on one of thole days when 
he had invited half the county* The latter 
went with extrenfe relu&ance; not only 
jbecaufe what he had heard of the man 
himfelf, and of the people who furrounded 
him, gave no Tavourable idea of the fo- 
cicty ; but becaufe he thought it, wrong to 
hazard offending Mrs. Ray land, in a point 
'which, to purfue, afforded no pleafjre either 

• to his father or himfelf. Neither of thefe 
reafons , for denial, however, could be 
urged m the General, who he thought al- 

VoL.il. * E ready 
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ready defpifed him for his affiduity about 
the old lady ; and as his father had been 
induced to confent, Orlando could not rey 
ifufe to accompany him. 

The table was furnilhed with A fl that 
tnodern luxury has invented, or money 
could purchafe : the greateft variety of ex- 
' pjnfive wihes, and a fuperb deffert, finilhed 
a repaft, at which were collected a group 
asv^parious as their entertainment, though' 
ndrfo well chofen. The beginning of the 
dinner was palled in that fort of talk which 
relates folely to eating : when that exercife 
relaxed, fomething like an attempt at con- 
verfation waslmade. The laft news from 

America was difcuffed ;*but as thev all 

' * 

agreed in one fentiment — that the rebellious 
colonifts ought to be extirpated — there was 
no room for argument, and the difcourfe 
foon languished ; and then again revived 
on topics nearer home — game, poachers* 
and turnpikes : the wine had by that time 
circulated cnoughto gii^e their converfation, 
if converfation it might be called, another 
fuco« They grew noify and offenfive ; and 
8 * Orlando, 
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i Orlando, yho was never before among fuch 
a fet of people, nor had ever in his life 
*Mieard fuch language, was unable to conceal 
his di(guft, though he only (hewed it by 
filence^nd by paffing from him the bottle > 
which he Taw had fo affefted the little un- 
derftanding that the majority of the com- 
pany had poflefled. • • 

This was at length perceived by Mr. 
Stockton, who, accuflomed to indulge 
himfclf in what he fancied (hrewd fayings, 
and to expeft that every man not fo rich 
as himfclf (hould fubmit to be his butt* 
began to attack Orlando on the fcore of hit 
being a milk-fop, and living*alway# in th* 
lap of the old lady at the Hall. — To this - 
Odando anfwered with good humour, per* 
feifUy indifferent what fuch a man as Stock- 
ton thought of him ; but the latter feeing 
how well he bore this firfl. attack„could not 
•'refifl. the temptation of purfiyng his blow. 

. « Why, damn it now !” cried he, “ we' 
know very well, Sir Rowland (that was the^ ■' 
name which Philip Somerive gave to his ' 
brother in derifion), we know- very well tbaer- 
• E 2 yo# 
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yon are no more of a faint than yciqr neigh* 
hours ; and that though you are in’ waiting 
on an old woman all day, you makes your- 
felf amends at night with a young one—* 
Rye, and a devilifli pretty wench (he « too 
as ever I faw.— Egad 1 Belgrave was half 
mad about her fora week, and had a mind 
~io ^ave ftormed the tower where this dulci- 
nea lives, notwithftanding its being guard* 
ed by the fierce Sir Rowland. — I don't 
know her name. —Tell me, Sir Knight, how 
is your goddefs called ? and by the Lord 
we’ll drink her health in a bumper !” 

’ Mr. Somerive, who faw in the changes of 
Orlando'st expreflive countenance, that his 
anfvver would inevitably bring on another 
quarrel, arofe haftily, and, addrefling him- 
feif to Mr. Stockton, while he commanded 
Orlando to be filent, he fiiid, After , what 
patted, Mr. §tockton, in regard to Sir John 
Belgrave and my fon, this mention of the af- 
fair can only be confidered as an infult to 
us both. If that be ybur purpofe, fome other 
place than your own houfe fhould have - 
been found for it. We will now quit h, in. 

order 
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order t<*give you an .opportunity of purfu- 
ing your defign, without adding the breach 
^ of the laws of hofpitality to thofe of decency 
and. good manners." 

So'taerive then taking Orlando by the 
arm, infilled On his going with him ; while 
the General; and fome other men' in the 
room, who were. yet in* pofieffion of tfeeif** 
fenfes, got round Stockton, who was very 
drunk, and reprefented how wrong it was 
to renew the converfation on Sir John Bel- 
grave ; an affair which had been fettled 
with fo much difficulty, and had threatened 
fuch ferious confequences. The profeffion, 
birth, and riches of General Tracy, gave 
him great authority in the opinion of even 
the wealthy and infolent Stockton himfelf; 
and as he loved his eafc, even beyond the 
indulgence *of his purfe- proud arrogance, 
he faw at once, that iq gratifying the one, 
he had, more than he intended, rilked the 
other. He therefore fent one of his de- 
pendents to apologize* to the two Some- 
rives, who had already left the room : Ge- 
neral Tracy too went to allure them of 
• E 3 Stockton's ' 
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Stockton’s concern for what had pafled ; 
excufed it by alledging his inebriety, and 
declared that he Ibould think both Mr. 
Somerive and his fon wrong to take any 
further notice of the idle words oC a man 
who was himfelf convinced* of their impro* 
priety. ** We will talk of all this at our 
’leifure, dear General,” replied the elder 
Somerive: “ at prefent you mult allow me 
to take Orlando from an houfe, into which 
I am heartily concerned that either of us 
ever entered.” 

“ I will go with you, my dear friend,’* 
cried the General ; “ but firft allow me to 
. return tc* poor Stockton, who is extremely 
. concerned for what has happened, and to 
tell him ” 

N u Any thing you pleafe from yourfelf. 
Sir,” faid Orlando interrupting him ; “ but 
.nothing from me, unlefs it be ” 

■“ Leave the piatter to me, Orlando,” cried 
-Somerive fternly. “ You know, General,” 
added he, addreffing himfelf to his friend, 
.** "how little it can be my wilh to have this 
l ridiculous matter go any farther; but as 

I never 
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1 I never yt bore a premeditated infult tny- 
felf, fo I will not alk Orlando to do it, be 
'the confequences what they may. 1 ’ 

** 'Good God !” exclaimed the General r 
“ this \as n o premeditated infult; it was 
merely tlifc (oil if of a man in a condition 
wliich difarms*rcfentmenr, even from thofe 
of the molf quick feelings.” ' 

“ He mull tell me fo himfelf, then,” faid- 
Orlando. 

“ I will undertake that he Ihall,” an- 
fwered the General ; “ *and fo you leave the 
houfe fatisfied, I hope r” • 

To this the elder Somerive anfwered- 
drily : “ Bleflcd are the peacemakers, my 
good General l’* and then, leaving him to 
. return, if he pleafed, to his new friends, he 
mounted his horfe, which, with that of Or- 
lando’s, his Servants had brought to the 
'door, and they proceeded homeward to- 
gether. t 

This was the opportunity of fpeaking to 
Orlando, that his fathef had been fomc 
days watching for ; and the feene that had 
juft paded, awakening all his fears -about 
* £ 4 Monimia,; 
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Monimia, was an additional motive to him, 
not to negledt it. « 

* Orlando, wliofe heart was hurtling with*'' 
indignation at the intuit offered {p he'r 

, name, rode fikntly by his fide, e^pefting, 
with a mixture of concern, s.'d*'confufion, 
that his father would again prefs him on his 
* attachment. He .was fludying, without be- 
ing Sole to determine, how he (hould an- 
fwer. He had never been guilty of a falfe- 
hood ; and could he now reconcile himfelf 
to the meannefs of attempting one, he be- 
lieved it would be fruitlcfs ; yet, to betray 
the tender, trailing, timid Monimia — to ac- 
knowledge th&rclandefline meetings, which 
his father might not be pvrfuaded were in- 
nocent — and to render himfelf liable to 
be forbidden ever again to fee her — how 
was it poffible to determine on rilking it, 
by an avowal of the truth ? There was not 

* * m c r # 

much time for this painful debate. Mr. 
.^Somerive put his horfe into a • walk, and 
then faid, in that grave and earned manner 
winch always afte&ed his fon — 

*• You fee, Orlando, all the mifchief»to . 

* which 
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which tins boyifti and indifcreet love of 
yours ha? expofed, not only yourfelf, bat 
the young woman who is, unluckily for her, 
the objeft of it.” 

“ L^ve, Sir !” faid Orlando, not know- 
ing verj^Ndfwfiaft ter fay. 

Nay, Sir,” cried Somerive more ftern- 
ly, “ don’t affed ignorance * you have" 
been playing the fool with that young girl 
that Lennard paffes for her niece. Anfwer 
me honeftly — have you not > 

«* No, Sir— never.” • 

“ Have a care, young man— I can par- 
don the follies of youth, but premeditated 
falfehood I never ‘will forgivd” m . 

“ Be fo good* then, my dear father, t® 
explain precifely your meaning ; and when 
I perfectly underlland the charge, I will 
anfwer it as truly as if I were on oath.”' 

“ The girl is handfome?” faid Somerive, 

“ Certainly,” anfwered Orlando*. 

. “ And you have informed her of it, qp 
doubt ?” , 

“ Pardon me, Sir, I never have ;; antPl 
£ believe- 
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believe ihe is at this moment unconfcious 
of it.” 

“ Really ! that is wonderful. — She is' 
employed, I think, in the houfe as a kind 
of under houfekeeper.*' y 

“ No, Sir i but (hefeiiiuiw/sobndertakes 
part of her aunt’s bufinefs when Ihe is en- 
gaged or indifpctfed, and fometimes attends 
MrsI Rayland.” 

** And lives, I fuppofe, as Lennard 
does, in the parlour with the Lady ? 

“ Very rarely. Sir, and as a mater of 
great favour, (he dines there; rather oftener, 

, though dill not regularly, is allowed to 
drink t?a in the parlour.” 

u Humph ! — and at other times, I fup- 
pofe, (he takes her feat at the table allowed 
Snelcraft and Pattenfon : the latter worthy 
man is celebrated, I think, 'for his various 
.And fuccefsful amours under the roof of 
my very pjpus kinfwoman. This poor 
*<girl, I fuppofe, is in the way of adding 
to the trophies of that excellent and faith- 
ful fervant. Upon my word, Orlando, 

•you. 
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. you may find him a very formidable ri- 
val.” 1 

** Gracious Heaven, Sir !” cried Orlando,, 
who % could not bear even the fuppolition, ■ 
“ what miftaken notions you have formed; 
of Mon^:’^^ 

** Monimia !” exclaimed Somerive, who*, 
ferious as the matter was, coaid not help-, 
finding : “ Monimia ! — why thoiT^irt far 
gone, my poor boy, fince thou haft found- 
fuch a name for thy nymph — Monimia ! 

I muft he allowed, fince we are talking 
plainly of the matter, to call her Mary.” 

“ You may call her what you pleafe,, 
Sir,” replied Orlando ve*y impatiently,, 
“ fo as you do^uftice to her innocence and 
goodnefs. Suffer me to fpeak, Sir,” added, 
he, finding his father about to interrupt 
him — “ fuller me to declare to you, that 
not one of your own daughters, my. fitters,, 
whom I fo tenderly love, are more inno- 
cent, or more worthy of refpeft and ef- 
teem, and, let me add, pf admiration, than, 
this young woman.” , ' * . 

• 44 Indeed l is that your opinion Ptay^ 
o E 6 Orlando* 
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Orlando, what means have you tad of be- 
. ing fo well informed of all thefe perfec- 
tions, which you are fo willing to put in 
comparifon with thofe of your ow,n fa- 
mily ?** 

“ Continual experig^*: v/j«*anting to 
perfect convidion.” 

t * f Truly that b marvellous, conlidering 
this ytoung perfon, according to your own 
account a fervant, fo feldom drinks tea, 
and fo much feldomer dines with Mrs. 
Rayland, where, I juppofe, (he is not al- 
lowed any great lhare of the converfation, 
even when (he is admited ; — though you 
are willing to « put her on a level with your 
fillers, I 'fuppofe you hardly fo pradifed 
this levelling principle on yourfelf, as to 
purfue your ftudies of this miracle to the 
table of the great Snelcrafty and greater 
Pattenfon.” 

« No, Sir,” retdrted Orlando warmly j 
nor does Monimia ever fit at that table.” 
.■“May 1 then o a(k, without offending 
this lady, wliofe nom de guerre is I find 
fettled to be ^Monimia-^whexe yotj haye 

feeo 



. THE OLD MANOR HOUSE. ,$j 

«ieen enough of her to form a judgment fo' 
much inkier favour ?** 

<f That may be done by feeing her once* 
You,yourfelf, my dear father !” added Or- 
lando extremely moved, ** if you were once 
to fee hcr Qk ym/kdgpt blame me for what 
I have faid. Indeed you would not : you 
would own that fhe is all.I have i defcribed; ,, - 
“ Poor boy !” cried Mr."SomenTe with 
a deep figh ; “ at your age I remember 
thinking juft the fame of a very handlome 
girl. I too have had •my Monimia ! my 
Celinda, my Leonora ; and many were the 
heart-aches thefe beauties gave ma. I 
fhould, therefore,” continued he, ig a more 
folemn tone — *‘I fliould, therefore, 
dear Orlando! pafs over this juvenSe paf. 
lion, and not even enquire about it, if, 
from the peculiarity of your fituation, and 
that of the young woman, as well as from 
your tendency to romance quixotifm, 
which perhaps I have too much encdu>» 
•naged, I did not fear that it may erid niore 
derioully. She is very pretty ! and you aw 

TO 
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'''very young, and very much in love !••— 

lhe is innocent ” * 

“ Jfl — Good God, Sir, what (hall I fay 
to* convince yon of it ?” 

“ Nothing, Orlando ; fpeak (imply the 
••truth, and I will attend, allow me 
•to. finifh the fentence — If (he is innocent 
„ and amiable, as you believe her to be, you 
tfouleHiot certainly deftroy that innocence ? 
-you would not render her unamiable >” 

“ Not for a million of worlds !” cried 
.Orlando eagerly. , 

“ Well, then, Orlando, in order to re- 
concile your honour with that love which it 
ieems you da not affeft to deny, it follows 
.that you would marry hej;?” 

. #* Moll: undoubtedly/ Sir, I would.” 

•r. « T p throw yourfelt out for ever from 
/every hope of favour ..on the part of Mrs. 
jS^gland ; and, while you render your own 
< jfopajly miserable, 'to entail poverty for life' 
j$n the v^rpan you love* and. her children ?” 

5 ,** | know it allbut too well i permit mfi, 
however, Sir, to fay, that, as .to my family* 

i#do» 
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y# do not (jbe why they (hould make therh- 
felves mlfeFable about it, fince the morals, 
the manners, the perfon of my wife, could 
be no difgrace to them ; and if I chofe to 
work for her, furely 1 have a right to live 
with whofifv-I p 

“ To work !” cried Somerive angrily. 
“ How work ? — you wljp are hi no prqfef- « 
fion, and could not even fupport yoffrfelf ?” 

** Pardon me. Sir,” anfwered Orlando, 
** and let it not offend you, if I fay, that 
a young man of almoft one and twenty, 'fix 
feet high, and in perfed health, muft be 
a very contemptible wretch, indeed, if he 
is unable to obtain a provifibn fot himfelf, 
and to provide for his wife.” 

** • Wild and ridiculous !” exclaimed 
Somerive. “ If you were twelve feet high, 
and had as many hands as Briareus, how 
could you employ them ? you who have 
been brought up to nothing, who knbw 
nothin g *---” w J 

c< That, Sir, is my. misfortune—* furely 
not my fault.” • ‘ . 

• ** I allow it. It is a m is fortune - 16 which 

I fee 
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1 fee other misfortunes are annexed, if 
remedy be not inftantly-found. I perceive,.' 
Orlando, That this matter, on which it is 
plain you have thought deeply, is lively to 
be even more ferious than 1 apprehended. 

I mull find a profefljp^for^jtou, which 
(hall take you out of a fituation fa hazard- 
ous. 1 underftood General Tracy, that if a 
cbnuBtuion c&uld be obtained, you exprefied 
no difinclination to enter the army ?” 

“ Certainly I do not. — And let my 
. readinefs, or rather my eagernefs to embrace 
that offer convince you, Sir,, that whatever 
may be my future hopes, I do not mean to 
involve Monimia in my prefent difficul- 
ties, nor to afpi-re to happinefs till I have 
/earned it. Put me. Sir, inftantly to , the 
proof. Procure for me a commiffion, or 
(end me out a volunteer. You (hall not 
£nd- me (brink from- any, talk you may im- 
•jflfe upon me.. l$iit,, in. return, I expert 
not to be compelled to refign the hope that 
.nuU;> alone animate me— I love Monimia 
paifionately j I (hall always love her ; and 
l wilfnot promife to refign fret; for eyer.” 

“Khali 
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f “ I (hall leave all that to time and ab- 
fence,” ahfwered Somerive j “ and infill on 
nothing but tfiat you will join with me in 
prevailing on Mrs. Rayland to hear of your 
entering into the army without difiatisfac- 
tion. Though you to have the 

means of being in fome degree independ- 
ent, it were folly to forfeit needlefsly your 
expectations from her. TryTTherefccTre, lb 
to manage this as to obtain her confent.’* 

“ Mrs. Rayland will not, I really believe, 
oppofe it,” faid Orlando. 

“ Try her,” anfwered his father; “ on 
your fincerity in doing fo I (hall rely : 
and lemember Orlando, thft if from any 
other artful quarter attempts are made to 
perfuade her againft confenting to this plan, 
1 have only to inform her of your curious 
plan of marrying her houfekeeper’s niece, 
and put her upon enquiring into the in- 
trigue you are carriyingon, ancf you would 
be banilhed for ever from Rayland Hall/' 
“ There would be a# little wifdom in 
that, Sir,” faid Orlando with great warmth, 
“•as there is truth in imputing an intrigue 

Op 
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or art to Monimia. However,"- you are ter-, 
do as you pleafe.” 

** And you. Sir,” retorted Somerive 
warmly, “ feem to think -yourfelf 'kntho- 
rifed to fay what you pleafe. — Let not my 
indulgence, which Kfer^uined your brother, 
and now I fee is likely to be your deftruc- 
tton; let°not my indulgence hitherto, lead 
you 'to, depend 1 too much upon it. You 
(hall find, Sir, that if you are ungrateful 
•and undutiful, I can be hard), and can 
make myfelf obejfed. But here, for the 
*preferit, I defi r e to end the difeourfe. We 
•are near home, and I will not have your 
mother made* uneafy, either by the report 
of what happened to-day' at dinner, or by 
any knowledge of your folly, which has 
not yet reached her. I (hall go immediately 
to my ftudy ; and I recommend it to you 
to gt> to your own room, and not appear to- 
night; for your mother, you know well, 
is fo accu domed .to penetrate into my 
thoughts and yours, that (lie will not fail to 
'perceive that fomething is wrong — and (he 
(hall not be rendered unhappy.” . 1 

Orlando, 
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ijrf^Drlando/'moft willing to obey his father 
^ in this re{ped\made no other aflfwer than 
wifliing him a good night; and as.foon as 
he dismounted at home, he retired to his 
own room, and, with mingled fenfations of 
rcfentmenr and forrc^r, of anger and de- 
fpondency, began to reflect on what had 
paficd duiing the day. The inlolent lar* 
guage ufed by Stockton ftuflg'lum to the 
foul. He faw too evidently, that his nightly 
meetings with Monimia were fufpedted, if 
not known — known to ‘the unprincipled 
and profligate Stockton, whp had put the 
moll odious conftru^ion on the conduft of 
the innocent Monimia. Yet Tie wat com- 
pelled alfo to alio#, that whatever might be 
.the fufpicions or opinions concerning her, 
he could not avenge or defend her, with- 
out being too well allured that confequen- 
ces.mufi: enfue ftill mor$ fatal (p her. If 
their intercourfe was once- fufpeded by 
Mrs. Rayland, he knew that Monimia 
would be difmiflfed with difgrace ; that Ihc 
would probably be abandoned by her aunt, 
antf thrown upon the world, where he had 
‘ ' ncit 
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not the power of proteCtingyfter from'pc 
verty, though he might .'guard her from 
infult. The only comfort he had was, that 
his father, when his interrogatories’ feemed 
moil hardly to prefs Kim to declare how 
and where he met'MGriimk, had been di- 
verted to other difcourfe; that he had, 
• ^ 

"therefore, not been reduced either to tell 

* r ML*p 

him a falfehood, or to betray the fecret of 
the door which admitted him to the turret; 
a fecret of which he yet hoped to avail him- 
felf, in the interval that muft occur between 
the time of kis returning to the Hall and his 
departure for the army, which he now faw 
was certain, He felt no wilh more ar- 
' dent than that of reconciling his Monimia 
to his going, exchanging with her mutual 
vows of eternal affection, and fetting forth 
in the certainty of her remaining under the 
protection of JVIrs. Leonard, and in the 
hope that he fhould return in a fituation 
mat might enable him to afk her hand, 
and to render her fubfequent life as happy 
as the fondeft love and competent fortune 
: could make it. But Orlando faw too plain- 
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if h« evening conferences were 
Known to his father, he would, at whatever 
xi/k of ruining him. for ever with Mrs. Ray- 
land, put an end to them ; and therefore, 
as more caution than ever was requifite, he 
■determined, for one night, to refrain from 
the fhort and dangerous indulgence he had 
fnatched by travelling from Wolmton to^ 
the Hall in the middle of th^right fatid, " 
though Monimia expedted him, to forbear 
feeing her till the next evening, when he 
hoped to have arranged ii\ his mind what 
it was the mod necefl’ary to fay, to make 

i G 

btr fubmit with compolure to their repara- 
tion. Then too he hoped to know fome- 

4 4 

■thing certain of th^ commillion, of which 
the Genet al hourly expedted intelligence 
from London ; and that he (hould not, by 
fpeaking with uncertainty, add fufpenfe to 
>the other uneafy fenfations he muft inflidt 
otrMonimia. He flattered himfelfalfo, that 
.he fhould hear of the General’s having 
fixed the day of his departure. He had 
now been a fortnight at Weft Wolverton;* 
and plough his ftay feemed, the more it 

was 
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was prolonged, to yield to thp reft of 
family encreafed fatisfa&ijin, Orlando, 
whom it detained from the Hall, began to 
think it the mod tedious and unconfcion- 
able vifit that ever one friend paid to an* 
other; and, far from fufpe&ing the real 
motive, thought with aftoniihment on 
General Tracy’s living fo long among peo- 
ple fo' unlikrfrhis ufual aflociaics, and fo 
much out of his way. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


T O reconcile Monimia to his^depar* 
ture, to hide from her*¥neanguifh of 
his own heait at the knowledge that he 
muft go, were no light talks • to Orlando : 
they were fuch as all hiS courage, all his ' 
fcnfe of propriety, were nearly Unequal to. 
What would become of her when he was 
gone ? From his earlieft remembrance, the 
* certainty of feeing Monimia at the Hall . 
had conftituted his principal happinefs : yet 
he had many other amufements abroad ; he 
had many relations whom he loved, and 
who tenderly loved him ^ he hg^l feverai 
■purfnits to engage his mindi .and feverai; 

■ amufements to occupy his time.— Monimia ! 

•alas! what had Monimia?* Almoft alone. 

• 

in the world, Jhe had no connexion but 
her <iunt, whofe reluftant kindnefs and 

cold 
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,coW fricnd(hip anfwered but jH to the af- 
fectionate temper of the loy^ly girl, who 
would have been attached td' her, all repul- 
five as her manners were, from gratitude, 
and becaufe-lhe believed her the only rela- 
tion, if Mrs. Lennard had given her leave. 
— But, fcifi(h, narrow-minded, and over- 
blaring, it was ynpoffible for Monimia to 
love her; ahu (he once remarked, when 
(he ;ft?le for five minutes (while her aunt 
attended Mrs. Rayland to a morning 
vifit) into the garden with Orlando, that 
lhe refembled.a paffion- flower, that having 
once been fupported by a fort; of efpalier, 
the wood had decayed, and, nothing being 
put in its place, the plant crept along the 
ground, withering, from the dampnefs to 
which it was expofed. “ See,” cried Mo- 
nimia, <f this plant refemblcs me ! It feems 
abandonded to its fate.” Orlando remem- 
bated what he then laid [to drive from her 
smfnd fuch gloomy ideas; but now they 
were about to be verified. If Monimia 
was to him all that hitherto fweetened his 
etiflence, he was at leafl as neceflaryc to . 

5 hersj 
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.htrs ; and«a thoufand painful "fears a flailed ' . 
his heart, as to what (he mull: fed at part* 
iag, and what would be her fate- when he 
was gone. 

No overture on the affair of his accepting, 
a commiffion had yet been made to Mrs. 
Rayland. Mn Somerive wiflied Orlando 
to manage it himfelf. — Qrlando^ecp fcionj.s 
that much depended upon It, and unwilling 
to take any decifive ftep, however necef- 
fary, as long as he could avoid it, had ftill 
put it off from hour to hour; faying, what 
was indeed true, that he was now fo fel- 
dom at the Hall at hours when it was pro- 
per to fpeak of bufinefs, that lie had found 
no opportunity. • 

The next day, however, but one after 
the dinner at Stockton’s, the family were 
much furprifed by the unexpected return 
of Philip Somerive j who, arriving late in. 

• the evening, told his fathei; and mother 
that he was come, with their permifiion, to 
pals fome months at home. Tenderly • 
anxious about him as they all were, and 
evgr flattering themfelves that a change of 

Vol. II. , F conduit. 
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conduct would reftore him to them, his fa- 
mily received him with fuch expreflions as 
evinced that they were ready to 'kill the 
fatted calf : Orlando felt even mote plea- 
fure than the reft at his return; and tKe 
younger, unlike the elder brother in the 
.parable, murmured not that there was joy 
^pd feafting when he who had been loft 
was- found. • Yet this did not arife altoge- 
ther from the difinterefted generality of his 
nature. He would at any time have re- 
joiced that his brother’s appearance gave 
comfort to the hearts of his father and bis 
mother : he now doubly rejoiced, becaufe 
the prefence of Philip Somerive at home 
difmiffed Orlando, almoft as a matter of 
courfe^Jo the Hall. He had at this time 
inhabited the apartment fet afide for Tiis 
brother j his own was occupied by the fer- 
vant of the General, who was too fine a 
gentleman to b£ fent into the attic ftory.. 
Weft Wolverton houfe was not a largo 
. one i and Orlando, not fo well difguiling 
‘his impatience as he attemped to do, faid 

to his mother as foon as tea was over, that 

*> . 
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be knew bis flay that night mud be attend- 
ed with fome inconveniencies And remo- 
vals, »and therefore he would } with her per- 
mifikm and his father’s, go back to the 
Hall. Mrs. Somerive immediately afient- 
ed, and faid, “ And you had better, if your 
father pleafes, let out direltly, Orlando, of 
you will not have your bed aijyd.; ant? JL 
am fure that little tapeftryToom where you 
fleep, as it is.on the ground floor, and hits 
windows only to the north, f and thole win- 
dows only long old-falhioned cafements, 
mull be horribly damp.” 

“ If you will have the goodnefs then to, 
fay to my father that I am gone, afld why 
gone fo early,” (hid Orlando, “ it will be 
better than my difttirbing the company 
with the ceremony of— Good- night!” 

To ‘this Mrs. Somerive aflentibg, Orlan- 
do, left the room to get his horfe; but as 
he pafled through the hall, helmet his After 
Selina. *f Good-night, fweet girl !” laid he 
* kifling her hand as he paflfed her. • 

“ Whither are you going, then, Orlan- 
do F* enquired Ihe. ■ 

Fz ' v "T© 
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“ To the Hall—Y’ou know there is no 
convenient room for me now j and fince 
Philip is come back, I am lefs wanted.” 

At this moment Mr. Somerive pafled 
through the hall, and catching fome of 
thefe words, he put the fame queftion to 
Orlando ; who anfwered, “‘that his mother 
had agreed, to his going to the Hall, to 
make room for his brother; and promifed. 
Sir, to name it to you,” added he. 

Mr. Somerive paufed a moment— “To 
the Hall,” faid he| “ Orlando! You are in 
greaft hafte, I fee. Surely you might have 
ftaid to fupper, as you have not feen your 
brother fo long.” 

Orlando then gave his mother’s reafon 
for. his going earlier. “ That,” faid his 
father gravely, ■“ is a very good reafon for 
your mother; and you , I have no doubt, 
have fome of ftill greater weight:— but 
remember, Orlando,” continued he mere 
■fternly, “ remember l will not be trifled 
^with. Go— I ftifh you Agood-night, and 
as much repofe as your conjcmte will let 

you 
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you tafte when you render your father un- 
happy!” 

Mr. Sornerive then pafTed on ; and Se- 
lina,’ ^vho had hardly ever in her hfe heard 
him fpeak as if half angry to her brother 
Oilando, lemained amazed and trembling, 
clinging to his-arm. “ Good God !” cried 
(he as foon as her father # had (hut the par- 
lour door, what is all this^my d&at brothA? 
what does my father mean ?” 

“ Can you, Selina,” faid Orlando in a 
low and mournful voice-—** can you be very 
* faithful, very guarded on a point where my 
life depends on fecrecy ? Can you, Selina, 
be fecret as the grave, if I tfuft you ?” 

** Can you doubt it ?*’ anfwered the (till 
more alarmed Selina. — ** Well then, to- 
morrow, perhaps — for to-morrow I muft be 
here again— to-morrow, Selina, if I obtain 
permiffion from another yerfon yet more 
interefted than I am, 1 wjll perhaps tell 
you. In the mean time adieu, my dear 
filler ! — If you hear Philip mention me at 
fupper to my father, try to remember What 
he fays.” 

F 3 


Orlando ' 
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Orlando tbfen haftened away, "fearful of 
being detained ^ and as the weather was 
ferene, he determined to go on foot, th&t, if 
be found all quiet round the apartment of 
Monimia, he might glide up for a moment 
to apprife her that they might without in- 
jwrruption meet in his ftudytkat evening. 
There was a late njoon, and the night pro- 
mtfed tbTSie beautifully clear; he knew 
therefore that there was little or no hazard 
of brandy and tea- merchants being abroad : 
and as to the hint dropt by Stockton, 
Which had at firft given him fo much 
pain, he now fancied it was merely the 
random /oily of a drunkard, and that he 
knew nothing of Monimia but what he 
might have colle&ed from Philip Someriye 
after their firft unlucky meeting in the 
woods. 

Had he now taken his horfe, he rauft of 
neceffiity have madeliis return known to the 
ftable-fervants at the Hall, before he could 

i 

have a moment’s CQnverfation. with Moni- 
mia* : he proceeded therefore quickly on 
■* foot#. . 
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foot, meditating as he went on what had 

3 fled with his father and his After* 

had often thought of entrufting Se- 
th the fecret of his paflion for Mo* 
nitnia. He had often wi(hed they were 
known to each other. Equally innocent, 
amiable, and gentle, with a perfect refem-^ 
blance in temper and in jrears, be believgtf 
that they would fondly le-ve eieh other V 
and that if he could fee them attached, ic 
would be the bappieft circumftance of hi» 
fife. He hoped too, that the fociety and 
the foothing fweetnefs of Selina would 
be a refburce of comfort to his Monimia 
when he was far from her. *But Ijow ho 
could bring them together, he had yet no* 
idea — Selina being never admitted but 
on days of ceremony at Rayland Hall; 
and Monimia being fo nearly a prifoner, 
that the unlucky excursion whicji occafion- 
ed them all fo much trouble, jyas almoft the 
firft, and was, in confequence of her ftay, 
which had given fo much-offence, likely to 
be the laft her aunt would allow herto make.' 
He propofed, however, to confult Moni- 
0 F 4 mini** 
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qpa upon it, and confider whether fome 
fafe<neans of their meeting could be foupd. 

Between that gate of the park th^t lay 
towards Weft Wolverton, and the hbufe, 
there were two paths. The upper one was 
vnman eminence where the park paling 
i4 pnclofed part of the down, under which it 
fpfead a Verdant ljofom, with coppices and 
dll woo5s"interiperfed. The other pads, 
winch in winter or in wet feafons was in- ' 
convenient, wound down a declivity, where 
the furze and fern were (haded by a few old 
hawthorns and felf-fown firs : out of the- 

0 

hill feveral dreams were filtered, which 
uniting^atits foot, formed a large and clear 
pond of near twenty acres,, fed by feveral 
imperceptible currents from other emi- 
nences which flickered that fide the 
park } and the bafon between fne hills and 
the higher jiarts of it being thus filled, the 
water found its wray over a ftony boundary, 
where it was pafiable by a foot bridge un- 
lefs in time of flogds ; and from thence fell 
itfto a lower part of the ground, where it 
formed a confiderable river \ and, winding 

, among 
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amongwilknys and poplars for near a. mile, 

, again fpread into a (till larger lake, on -the 
edge'jpf which was a mill, and oppofite, 
without the park paling, wild heaths, wl^re 
the ground was Tandy, broken, and irregu?*; 
lar, ftill however marked by plantations/ 
made on it by the Rayland . family. • ; 
was along the lower road, wHich we^r 
through woods to the edge of what wa§^ 
called the upper pond, that Orlando took 
his way. Juft as he arriyed at the water, 
from the deep gloom of the tall firs through 
which he pafled, the moon appeared be- 
hind the oppofite coppices, and' threw her 
long l;yp of trembling radianee on the wa- 
ter. It was a cold but clear evening, and, 
though early in November, the trees were, 
not yef entirely ftripped of their difcolour- 
ed leaves a low wind founded hollow 
through the firs and frone-pines over his 
head, and then faintjy lJghed among the - 
reeds that crowded into the water : no 
H^her found was heard, b ( ut, at diftant in- , 
tervals, the cry of the wild fowl concealed • 
among thpm, or the dull murmur of yhe 
F 5 current . 
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current, which was now low. Orlando had 
hardly ever felt himfelf lb im prefled ^jth 
thoft feelings which infpire poetic effuftons : 

— ‘JJacure appeared to paufe, and to afk. the 
turbulent and troubled heart of man, whe- 
ther his filly purfuits were worth the toil he 
undertook for them ? Peace and tranquil- 
lity feemed here to have retired to a tran- 
fient abode'; and* Orlando, as {lowly he 
traverfedthe narrow path over ground made 
hollow by the roots of thefe old trees, ftep- 
ped as lightly as if he feared to difturb 
them. Infenfibjy he began to compare this 
feene, the feenes he every day law of rural 
beauty ,and rural content, with thof' into 
which his deftiny was about to lead him—* 
** Oh, Monimia !” fighed he, ** why can- 
not I remain with thee in this my -fiative 
country ? How happy fhould I be to be 
allowed to .cultivate one of the fmalleft'of 
thole farms wljich belong to the Rayland 
eftate, and, comprifing in thy fociety and 
that of my family all my felicity, have n«* - 
wifli but to live and die without reading that 
great book which they call the World !■— 

* Alas! 
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Alas ! (hall I ever underftand its language H 
flyll I ever become an adept in the princi- 
ples ; t teaches ? and fliall I be happier if I 
do they tell me that a young man, 

fliould not be idle ! that he rnuft be loons* 
thing, a lawyer or a foldier ! and yet, to 4 
affiftmen in r dining each other, and fpoil~-„ 
ing the fimple dignity, of juftice, feemi 
the bufinefs of the firftf and to learn thd 
art of deftroying honourably our fellow* 
men, the whole concern of the fecond.— * 
There are, however, oriier profeffions, it ii 
"true — I might be a clergyman, and remain 1 
here with little to dfc but to ride twenty or- 
thirty miles of* a Sunday, to"execuje, with 1 
the hurry of a poftman, the duties I fhould’ 
have fworn to fulfil : and can I confcien- 
tioufly. do what I fee done every day? 
Irpooflible !*— I might too be a merchant : 
but thit I have no talents for ^ profeffion, 
honourable as f allow it to Jbe, where the 
mind is continually chained to the calcula- 
Ntypn of profit and lofs ; .and if I am to en- 
ter into adtive life, let it be rather in any- 
line than that which fhall confine my'adi-- 
F 6 vity-' 
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vity to a comptiqg-houfe — For then, Mp- 
tamia I I muft equally leave thee, and liyg 
among thofe who value nothing but money, 
«nd who would ridicule a paffion likemihe.’* 
*wHe paufed, and again looked around 
him. « How beautiful a fcene !” conti- 
nued he ; “l would that Monimia were 
he^re to enjoy it !— But never am 1 allowed 
to point oiit to h/*r thefe lovely profpe&s, 
never permitted to cultivate that pure and 
elegant tafte which (he has received from 
nature; and I am. now about to tell her 
that we are to part never perhaps to meet 
more ! — Yet the die i%caft : 1 have promi- 
fed — nay, I Obght to obey my father — and I 

go A deep and mournful reverie 

Succeeded, as, walking onward, his rapid 
imagination defcribed to him all jj , » (ad 
poffibilities that might arife between him 
and his happinefs. In this defending 
temper, but without meeting any one to 
interrupt him in his intended viiit to Mp- 
trimia, he reached, the turret, and(oftly an<J . 
itfently afcended the (lair-cafe. He ‘took 
the ufual precautions to afcertain that Mp- 

nimia 
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rimia was alone ; an'd then, beingadmitted 
for a moment to fpeak to her, he afibred 
her that (he might, without any danger, 
venture to his room that evening. He told 
her he had much to fay to her— -much, on 
which their future happinefs depended, to 
offer to her oonfideration ; and therefore 
he befought her to dived herfelf of her"*’*" 
fears, and to oblige hiti^ Mouimia, con- 
fiding entirely in him, promifed to be 
ready; and Oilando, then going through 
the fervants’ hall, as if he lud that moment 
-'arrived from Wed Wolverton, defired Bet- 
ty to make up his fye and prepare his bed, 
faying, that he was come back to his own 
apartments, on the arrival of his brother at 
home. He then enquired of Pattenfon, if 
he thought Mrs. Rayland could be fpoken 
that evening ? “ I know nothing of the 
n$3rfdjs” anfwered the old butler in a very 
• fullen tone ; “ you may a(k the women folks, 
as you're always a- dangling after them.— 
n/When 1 faw Madam lad, (he was not in a 
way very like to be troubled with company 
SD-night.” 


Orlando,' 
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Orlando, angry and difgufted by this 
rudenefs, now enquired of the cook, who, 
though (he rivalled in perfon and features 
the dame Leonarda of Gil Bias, was a "great 
admirer of beauty in others, and had al- 
ways beheld Orlando with partial eyes. ** Is 
^Jjirs. Rayland ill, then, Martha ?” faid he. 

** $Tot that'I knotys on,” replied the wo- 
man—** Only a tew twinges of the gout 
about her feet, much as ordinary, that 
makes her, I reckon, a little peevilh : and 
I underftood that Madam was a little out 
of forts at hearing nothing of you yefterday ; ’ 
and they’ve been a- telling her as how you 
dined oqt^witlf them there gentlefolks at 
the Caftle, as Madam bates* woife than any 
varmint.” 

« So,” thought Orlando, “ I a at< 
length become of confequence ‘enough^* 
be miffed if I am longer abfent than fftuaV!' 
H>ut the officious malice of whoever it was 
that related our dinner party yefterday, has 
probably fpoiled qiy reception. — Can yop : - 
telTme, Martha, whether your lady is likely 
to fee me to-nigbt, if 1 fend up for leave r# 

** Lord ! 
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\ ** Lord 1 I’ll anfwer for*t,' r anfwered the 
cook i “ ifackins, I believe Madam, if (he- 
was fairly left to herfelf, is always as glad 
to fee-you as can be — I’ll go up now, if you 
pleafe, and let her know you be here." x 

This courteous offer Orlando readily ae* 
cepted ; and in a few moments Martha re- 
turned. «* Well, Marthj, may! gouj^?" 
enquired he. “ Yes, you may," replied 
Martha j ** but Madam’s not in one of her 
fugar-plum humours, I can tell you.— 
She've got the gout in«her foot, and ftie’ve 
"'got fome vagaries in her head about your 
going to vilit her ifnimies : you’ll have a 
few four looks, I doubt— but,«Lofd | Mailer 
Orlando, you’vofuch a good-looking plea- 
fant countenance, that I’ll defy the witch of 
Endow. t^be anger’d long with you.” 
_^JThen, thanking his ambalfadrefs for the 
trouble (he had taken, and- being fome- 
what encouraged by her opinion of die 
powers of his countenance, he walked up 

*(]}irs.« . 

He tapped at the door, as was his cfif- 
tom } and was, by the (brill (harp voice of? 

Mrs. ’ 
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Ikies* Lennard, dire&ed to come in. 
was {truck, on entering the room, by the 
fight of Monimia, who (tood near the fire 
watching the moment when a faucepan, in 
Which fome medicine Mrs. Rayland was 
caufing to be made, (hould be ready to re- 
* move. Without, however,. noticing her, 
he, approached his venerable coufin, in 
wnofe countenance, which feemed to have 
gained no additional fweetnefs, he did not 
read a very favourable anfwer to l.is enquiry 
of — how (he found hcrfclf ? 

- “ No matter how,” replied Ihe with ab- 

rupt afperity ; “ if it h^d been of any con- 
fequcnce to you, you would have aflted 
yefterday, I fuppofe.” 

“ I was detained all day by my father. 
Madam ; and I do molt truly affun?»*you 
(and never was any declaration nJbre fincecg 
than this of Orlando), that I was verytfnTikp- 
py at being detained all day from the Hail.” 

( « Humph !’* cried Mrs. Rayland, “ your 
Hew friends no doubt made you an^nds^ 
I thought, Sir, you had known that when 
people go there, I never defire to fee theip 

, here. 
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hfye, not I. 'I wifh, if you likefuch acquaint- 
ance, you had taken the hint. But perhaps, 
you thought that you might take to your 
brother’s courfes, and no harm done. For 
my part, I (hall wath my hands of any con- 
cern about it, let what will be the end 
on’t.” 

Orlando now began wjth calmnefs, yet 
without any thing like fycophant fubmi£ 
lion, to account for his father’s having been, 
led by the entreaties of General Tracy, to 
whom he thought himfdf much obliged, to 
Jbreak through a refolution he had taken 
never to vifit at Cariqfaine Caftle :— ** a re- 
folution,” added Orlando, ‘“that Jie now 
heartily withes he had adhered to, as he 
found the fociety fuch as he neither 0*' 
provcs^pr me, or can endure for h-imfelf. 
I allure you, Madam, he never intends'. t,o 
repeat an experiment, which nothing but 
his withes to oblige the General made him 
content to now.” * 

100 ‘ Well,” faid Mrs. Ray land, a little ap- 
peared, “ it is very wonderful to me that 
. General Tracy, a man of family, can aflb* , 
• . ciato 
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date with thefe low- bred upftarts — people 
who always will give one the notion of hav- 
ing got into the coaches they were defigned 
to drive— But fo goes this world ! Money 
does every thing — money deftroys all dif- 
ttndions ! — Your Creoles and your Eaft- 
• India people over- run every body— Mo* 
n£f, money does every thing.’* 

** There is one tiling, however, Madam,** 
anfwered Orlando, “ that it does not feetn 
to have done — It does not appear to me to 
have given to this Mr. Stockton, either the 
mind or the manners of a gentleman.” 

u Indeed, child !” iried the old lady t 
“ Welfy I am glad that you learn to diftin* 
guilh. — Poor wretch ! I’ve heard that hi» 
father walked up out of Yorkfhire without 
(hoes, and was taken by fome p# 'packer 
to clean his waiehoufe, and go on errands* „ 
Well, fo it«is in trade '—So you think him 
yulgar and ill-bied? — But I fuppofe you 
Uad a veiy piofufe entertainment : can you 
repiember the d Hires ?” 

, Orlando could with difficulty help find- 
ing at the pains Mrs. Rayland took to feed 
« her 
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her difquietj by obtaining minute particu- 
lars of the man whofe oftentatious difplay 
of wealth fo continually offended her. He 
affined her, however, that he was, in regard 
to the variety of ornaments of a table, fo 
little of an adept, that, though he knew 
there was both turtle and venifon, he»could / 
not tell the name of any other difh. ** 

1 believe. Madam,*’ faid hf, «« there was al- 
moft every thing that at this time of the 
year comes to table, drefTed every way that 
could be imagined.” * 

■w r ' ** Kicklhaws, and French frippery, fpoil- 
ing wholefome difhesA If I had my health,** 
cried Mrs, Rayland as if animated anew with 
a truly Britifh fpirtt— “ if I had my health, 

I would alk the favour of General Tracy to 
dine at Ragland Hall. Indeed I would re* 
queft his company to the tenants* feaft at my 
own table, and (hew him, jf he Istpo young 
a man to remember it, what anold Englifh 
table was, when we were too wife to run 
after foreign gewgaws, and were content 
with the bed of every thing dre(Ted~ in the 
Enghfh fafhion by Englifh people* 1 

Oflando 



tt6 THE &D MANOR HOUSE. 

• 

Orlando had a thoufand reafons to pro- 
mote a plan as unexpe&ed as it was defir- 
able. Befides the hope he had that the con- 
verfation of the General might reconcile 
Mrs. Rayland to a plan for his independ- 
ence, and engage her to contribute to its 
being ^advantageoufly carried into, execu- 
tion, he was amufed with the idea of feeing 
' together two fuoh originals as Mrs. Ray- 
land and General Tracy ; and he knew, that 
as the latter was a man of family , and fo 
very polite, he (hould not rifk their mu- 
. tually difliking each other by bringing 
them together ; or ^t lead that, if fuch a 
circiujiflancl (hould happen, thofe man- 
ners, which both piqued themfelves on pof- 
leffing, would prevent their (hewing it.— 
For thefe, and for many other reafons, he 
eagerly feized on the hint Mrs. Rayland 
had dropped. “ Dear Madam,” cried .he, 
“ I heartily hope you will be well enough, 
^he General would be greatly flattered by 
iuch a diftindlipn ! I know that nothing 
would oblige him fo much. When is the 
tenants’ feaft to be? Iwilh, if it is fitted, 

*. «,. • you 
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you would permit me to be your mefienger 
to-morrow, and to carry him an invita- 
tion.’* 

“ Truly, child,” replied ‘Mrs. Rayland, 
whofe anger Teemed to be quite evaporat- 
ed, “ I am To out of the ufe of having 
company, that* I don’c know well what tb 
fay to it. 1 find my people have fixed thj^ 
tenants’ feaft for Thurfd^v next, that is, this 
day week ; and if I were fure of being ' 

quite well Leonard, what do you think 

of the matter ?’* 

Lennard, who loved nothing better than 
great dinners, in which (he was of fo much 
confequence, anfwered, “ Why, ^indeed. 
Ma’am, I think-you’ll be quite well enough 
— nay, I could venture to fay fo pofitively. 
Your f«^ot is getting better apace; and in 
other refpefts, when you have been free 
from pain for a while, I have not . known 
you better thefe many years.” 

“ Well, Orlando, then,** refumed the old 
lady, “ we’ll confider of it, and let you know 
to-morrow. — You have taken to your bed 
below again, I find ?** 


“ I have,- 



**» 
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«* I have, Madam, with your^ermiffion.” 

“ Well, then, you may come and break- 
fail with me ; and, for to-night, order what 
you pleafe for your fupper in your own 
room." 

Orlando, rejoiced to be thus reconciled, 
now wifhed her a good-night, and retired ; 
'\cafting, as he went, a melancholy glance 
toward Monimia, who, quite unnoticed by 
either of the ladies, had flood the whole 
time with her eyes fixed on the fire, and 
her beautiful arms expofed to its fcorching 
heat, while fhe was employed in watching . 
the important preparation that was boiling. 
But Monimia herfelf, far from feeling her 
flotation', would have undergone infinitely 
more inconvenience, for as many hours as 
(he now had done minutes, to have enjoyed 
the fatisfadlion of hearing Orlando’s voice, 
even when his words were not addreffed to 
her, and 6f obferving the favour he was 
in with Mrs. Rayland ; whofe anger, how- 
ever (he feemed defirous of cherifhing it, 
was put to flight on the firft apology of her 
young favourite. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP. VI. 


T HE meeting of the evening 

mifed to be undillurbed. It wtfs 

m 

long fince Orlando had feen his Monimut 
quietly feated by the fire in the Study ; and 
now that he was once, more to enjoy that 
happinefs, he could not determine to em- 
bitter it by fpcaking of the probability 
there was that he was foon* to leave her, 
and enter on a npw mode of life. He could, 
when they were adlually together, the lefs 
refolve to fpeak of this, as Monimia ap- 
peared in unufual fpirits ; and from what 
ihe had obferved of Mrs. Rayland’s beha- 
• viour to him, in the interview* at which 
ihe had been prefent, (he found reafon for 
forming more fanguine hopes than (he had 
ever yet indulged, that their deliciofis 
viijons were not chimerical ; and that Or- 
lando. 
• ' 
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*Jando, if not snifter of Rayland-Hall, would 
yet be amply provided for by the favour 
of its prefent poflefTor. 

Inftead, therefore, of deftroying thefe 
flattering vifions, which lent to the lovely 
features of Monimia the moft cheerful ani- 
mation, he endeavoured**© diveft his own 
Sspind of* the painful reflexions it had of 
late entertained and inftead of talking of 
what was to happen, he wiihed to fortify 
the mind of Monimia againft whatever 
might happen, by giving her a tafte for 
reading, and cultivating Her excellent un- 
derftanding. The books he had given her, 
the extraXstihe had made from them, and 
her remarks, ^afforded tjiem converfation, 
and gave to Orlando exquifite delight. He 
had animated the lovely ftatue, and, like 
another Prometheus, feemed to have drawn 
his fire from heaven. The ignorance and 
the prejudices in which Monimia had been 
brought up,* now gave way to fuch inftruc- 
on as Ihe derived from Addifon and other 

A 

Celebrated moralifts. She underftood, and 
had peculiar pleafure in reading the ppets, 

which 
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which Orlando had feletted for her ; an<f 
when (he repeated, in a fafcinating voice, 
fome of the palfages (he particularly ad- 
mired, 'Orlando was infpired with the moft 
ardent with to become a poet liimfelf. 

Very different was the way in which his 
elder brother pa'ffed this evening. Torment^ 
ed with fear and remorfe* that unfortunate 
young man had returnetHo his long-defert- 
ed home, for no other reafon than becaufe 
be had, during his northern expedition, 
loft to his companions every guinea thauhe 
- could by any means raife, and had befides 
contra&ed with then* a very confiderable 
debt of honour. He knew not how to ap- 
ply to his father, tohom lie-had already ira- 
poverifhed ; yet his pride would not let him 
return to Mr. Stockton’s, whither fome of 
the party were again gone, till he had the 
means of fatisfying their demands againft 
him. In this emergency he came home, in 
hopes of finding fome pretence to procure 
the money of his mother, whom he believ-* 
ed he could perfuade to borrow it for him 
of Hfer brother Mr. Woodford, as (he had 
Vql.II. * G ’don 
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done a lefs confiderable fum once before ; 
or at all events to gain a few days, in which 
he might confider what to do. 

It was to the deje&ion he felt on the 
awkward circumftances to which he had re- 
duced himfelf, that the gravity and fteadi- 
Hnsfs of manner was owing, which his father 
took for contrition and reformation. It 
lafted, however, no longer than till the 
next evening, when, after tea, Mrs. Some- 
rive as ufual, in order to amufe the Gene- 
ral, propofed cards — Mr. Somerive, how- 
ever, having a perfon with him upon buii-~ 
nefs from whom he could not difcngagb. 
himfelT, and Orlando having returned to 
Rayland Hall immediately after dinner, 
there was not enough to make a whift 
table (as none of the young ladies played), . 
and therefore young Somerive propofed to 
the General to lit down to piquet. 

To this propofal he of courfe contented, 
and, either from chance or defign, the Ge- 
* neral loft every party, and had prefently 
paid to his antagonift twelve guineas. Ani- 
' mated by this fuccefs, efpecially as it was 

agamft 
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againfo a man who was known to be in ha*» 
bits of playing at the firfc clubs, Philip 
Somerive again propofed playing after 
fuppdh Fortune continued to be propi- 
tious; and when his father, mother and lif- 
ters retired, at a later hour than ordinary> 
he Hill continued at the table* where he vu 
now a winner of about fifty guineas. 

They were no foonen-out of his way, than 
the true fpirit of gaming, which their pre- 
fence had checked, broke out. 

“ This is poor piddlitig work. General !** 
exclaimed he : “ Do you not think hazard 
a better thing ?” « 

The General anfwered coolly, that it cer- 
tainly was j “ bat,” added he, ** I fuppofe 
my good hod would think his houfe pollut- 
ed by having the neceffary inftruments in 
it. He has no other dice, I dare fwear, 
than thofe in the back-gammon table.’* 

** Oh ! as to that,” anfwered young 
Somerive, “ I am always provided with an 
apparatus in cafe of emergency— there ; is 
no travelling without fuch a refoufee — I 
• have the pretty creatures up. (burs. : What 

* G » ' : H 
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. j§|f you, General — fliall we wafte %n hour 
wt&fthem ?” 

“ With all my heart,” replied Tracy. 
“ Let us fee if you are as much befriended 
by chance, as you have been by Ikill.” 

Young Somerive now produced from his 
travelling portmanteau a boi and dice : he 
jnff a green clotl^over the table, that the 
rattling of them nvght not be heard in the 
houfe ; and then telling the fervants that 
none need fit up but the General’s fervant. 


they began to playj and continued at it till 
morning brokf, with various fuccefs — But 
on quilting it, Sotnepve found himfelf a 
very oonfiJefable gainer, and retired to his 
bed flufhed with the hope<hat the General, 
all veteran as he appeared, and calmly as t 
lie played, was a pigeon, from whofe wings 
he might pluck the feathprs which were 
wanting tq repair his own. 
j^pThe General, who only wanted a fludy 1 
: 0 [ his character, and to whom hundreds 1 
were as nothing, when l.e had any favou- 
rite project in view, was now perfectly af- * 
fured that, by lofing money to him, or # by 
• • fupplying 
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fupplying him with it when he loft it. to 
others, this young man would become whol- 
ly fubfervient to his wifhes, however con- 
trary to honour or confcience. He did not 
diflike play, though he never regularly pur- 
fued it ; and had one of thofe cool heads in 
fuch matters, which had prevented his ever, 
fullering by it. He had, generally beeflPa 
winner, and particularly in betting:— he 
frequented, when he was in London, all 
the houfes where high play is carried on j 
and was fo much accuftbmed to fee thou- 
fands paid and received atrfhefe places as 
matters of courfe, that he held the trifle he 
had paid to Philip Somerive* the evening 
before as not wofth remembering. It was 
therefore with fome furprife that he heard 
Mr. Somerive, who had called him apart 
the next morning, exprefs in very forcible 
terms, his great concern # that hi% fon had 
won fo large a fum of him. # If the Gene- 
ral felt any concern, it waj tin- Philip 
fliould lnye been unguajded enough to- 
fpeak of ir. He fo^n, however, learned"*" 
that? Mr, Somerive alluded folely to the; 

• G 3 « fifty 
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fifiy guineas he had won at piquet, and 
that of the fubfequ'ent tranfadioris pf the 
evening he knew nothing. This therefore 
he carefully concealed, and, alluring Mr. 
Somerive that he had almoft forgot they 
played at all, conjured him not to be uneafy 
about it, 

*' n I know, my dear General,” faid Some- 
rive, ** I- know pesfedly well that this is q 
mere trifle to you j but to my fon it may () 
nay it will have the word confequence. 
He is, I fee with an aching heart, too 
much devoted, to play — Succefs only nou- 
r ifhes this ruinous paffion — And didrefled 
as 1 have been, and indeed am, by his con- 
dud, I Ihould rather have* paid an hundred 
pounds for him than have feen him win 
fifty.** 

The Genera] endeavoured to quiet, on 
this head, the apprehenfions of the unhap- 
py father, by telling him that he faw no- 
rthing in the young man that was not at his 
|§|b, and with his profpeds, very excufable. 
’ “ It is furely,” faid /he, “ hazardous, my 
good friend, to check your fon too much. 

If 


t 
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If home is rendered utterly unpleafant to 
him, his volatility feeks refource abroad ; 
and there you know how' many dcfigning 
people befet a young man of his expe&a- 
tions.” 

“ Good God !” exclaimed Somerive, 

* f what are his. expectations ? He has im- 
prefled you, I fee, my dear Sk, with^he 
fame idea which has in* fad undone him, 

t l will undo us all. "*What expectations 
he that can in the lead be relied upon, 
unlefs it be of this fmall eftate, which he is 
already difmembering, and which will foon 
difappear — ah ! very foon Indeed, in the 
hands of a gamefter . 

“ Tie it up, then,” faid the General. 

“ I cannot,” anfwered Somerive; ** fork ' 
is entailed, and, except my wife’s jointure 
of an hundred a year, which with difficulty 
I contrived to fettle upon her, he may diffi- 
pate it all, and I have no doubt but be 
will.” 

** You judge, I think, too hardly ofhim. 
Somet’.ing is furelj' to be forgiven him? - 
w^o has always beCn told that he mull: be 
G 4 heir 
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heir to the great property of the" Ray lands, 
and po fiefs one of the largeft landed eftates . 
in the county.” 

“Of would to heaven he never had been 
told fo !” faid Mr. Somerive with a deep 
ligh. “ If ever, my dear General, he flaoidd 
talk to you about ir, pray endeavour to wean 
hkfi from Cxpe&ations fo ruinous, and, I 
( l&iftk, fo fallacious. It is rrue that I am. 
•Heir at law to all the eftates of Sir Orlandtj 
Rayland my grandfather, in default of Sir 
Hildebrand's daughters having ifiue, but not 
if the furvivor of them difpofcsof it by will, 
for the whole is hers without any reflriction ; 
and there is flot the leaft chance of her dy- 
ing without a will, for 1 know (he is never 
without one : and the people who furround 
her take efpecial care that her own family 
lhall be excluded from it.” 

“ You ,do not ( then fuppofe,” faid the 
General, “ you do not believe it pofiible 
that thefe people, by whom 1 conclude you 
mean thofe old fervants of whom I have 
Heard you fpeak, havertntereft enough with 
her to fecure to thcmfelves fo large a pro- 
perty 
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petty a i Mrs. Rayland poffefies. I Ihould 
think it more likely that though (he will 
probably give them confiderable legacies, 
(he will leave the eftate to the next heir j 
her pride will urge her to this, perhaps, on 
the condition of his taking the name of 
Rayland.” 

“ I fear, not,” anfwered Mr. Som^rivt* 

.«( She has a very fingu4e.v temper, and has 
afwajs been taught that the After of her 
father Sir Hildebiand d ifg raced heifelf by 
marryirg my father. Stte has on a thou- 
fand occafions given me to underftand, 
that the fmall poitipn of the Rayland 
blood which I have the honour to boaft, 
is much debafed "by having mingled with 
that of a plebeian ; and thit the blood of 
my children being ftill a degree farther re- 
moved fiom the Ra) lands, fbe cannot con- 
sider them as ? belonging to th» family, 
which is in he. opinion extindl-^-She means 
therefore to perpetuate its remembrance by 
the only method in whiclWhe believes (he.*-, 
can do it woithily; £nd, after giving her 
ferva'nts confiderable legacies perhaps. 

* G 5 foiflething 
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fomething to Orlando — to have’recburfe to 
the common refuge of pofthumous pride, 
and, with her large landed cftates, to endow 
an hofpital, which (hall be called after her 
name.** 

" The General Exclaimed loudly againfl 
fuch a method of fettling her property ; 
JJht, after hearing on what Mr. Somerive 
founded his opinion, he agreed that it 
• feerned but too probable. “ And yeti’* 
added he, “ it appears to be more the inter 
reft of thefe fervarfts, by whom you fay (he 
is governed, that the eftate (hould defccnd to 
an individual — particularly that of the old 
houftke^per^ who, from what I can make 
out of the fcraps I havft picked up here 
and thereabout this Monimia, feems to 
have a plan of drawing in your youngeft 
fon to marry her j and of courfe it muft be 
her wi(b«that be /hould be Mrs. Ray land’s 
heir” 

*i I have not difcovered,” replied Some* 
jrive, in all 1 have collected from Orlan- 
do, that the aunt is( at all privy to their 
attachment; But that indeed may be her. 
* ' art— 
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art — SJie pofleffes more than almoft any 
woman I ever knew* and bad (he much? 1 
lefs, (he mud know that the bare fufpicioii 
of filch an intrigue, on the part of Mrs* 
Ray land, would occafion the difgrace of Or* 
lando— the expulfion of the girl from the 
houfe—- and perhaps the ruin of herfeif, if 
the lead idea occuired of her being of jheir 
counfel.'* • • 

“ Upon the whdfe, then, my fiiend,” 
cried the General, “ I think that the put- 
ting Orlando into fopie profeffion imme- 
diately feems the only ptudent meafure 
you can take. This will probably afcertain 
Mis. Rayland’s iiftentions, # if they are in 
his favour ; and, if they are not, will re- 
move him from a fituation which appears 
in my mind a thoofand times more likely 
to ruin him for life, than even thofe impru- 
dences of which you complain in bis bro- 
ther : for be affured, my dear &■, a young 
fellow is never fo /Completely ruined as 
when he has married foolilhly— Every 
other folly is retrievable ; but an engage^** 
ment of that fort l&afts a man’s fortune fot n 
. G 6 ever: 
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ever : and the wifeft thing he can do afrer- 
Krards is to hang himfelf.” 

Though' Mr. Sorherive, who was not s 
** man of the world,” and who had expe- 
rienced many years of happinefs with a 
woman whom he married for love, was by 
*feo means of Tracy’s opinion as tp marriages 
tbf l^fedUotf in general, he faw the variety of 
perils fuch a marriage would bring on Orlan- . 
do, in as ftrong a Ugrit as his friend could 
reprefent them. He therefore entirely ac- 
quiefeed inthfc neceffity of his being remov- 
ed from Rayland Hall ; and waited with 
impatience for 'Orlando’s account of what 
. had palTed in that conference which he had 
undertaken to hold with the t old lady, on the 
fubjedt of his entering the army. 

Juft as he parted from General Tracy, 
who about an *hour and a half before din- 
ner retired to his toilet, Orlando appeared 
on horfeback. His* father met him j and 
bidding him join hi^j in the garden as 
foon as he had put his fiorfe in the liable, 
-UP? walked thither— Or/indo in a moment 
Attended; him. (< Well,*’ faid Mr. Some- 
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rive gravely, “ have you had an opportu^j 
nity of converting with Mrs. Rayland on " 
this matter ? I have it everyhouc more at 
heart* and am determined that you (hall be 
removed from your prefent fituation, unlefs, ' 
what is not to be expe&ed, (he (ignifies her 
pofitiVe refolution to make you very ample 
amends for your lofs of time, ant? gives*i*e 
,a(Turances of it.” * . * 

Orlando, in this peremptory determina- 
tion of his father, fancied he faw the machi- 
nations of his brother tdget him away from 
the Hall ; but, without exprefling any part 
of the pain fuch a fufpicion gave him, he 
anfwered, “.You know, my dear Sif, that 
in our laft confesence on this fubjeft, I afc 
fured you of what 1 now defire to repeat, 
that I live only to o*bey you ; but I have 
had no opportunity of fpeaMng to Mrs. 
Rayland on this fubjeft j for wh;n I faw 
Iher on the firft evening of # my return to 
the Hall, it was wjm great difficulty I 
could appeafe the anger flje felt at our hav- 
ing dined with Stocl$on.” 

*1 She knew it thc$ ?” 

.“Oh, 



<154 THE old manor hods;. 

L “ OH, yes !— - — Lennard ami P%ttenfon 
take care ihe (hall know every ?thing. 
At length, however, I had the good for- 
tune, not only to obtain a remiffion of my 
offence, but to engage her to invite our 
family and the General to dine at her table 
on Thurfday, when the tenants’ fcaft is to 
beheld an the Hall. Mrs. Rayland piques 
herfelf on fhewirig the General, whom (he 
refpe&s as a man oY’iamily, a fpecimen of 
old Englilh hofpitality, in oppofition to the 
modern profufion of the Cattle — and her 
delire to obtain his fuffrage in favour of the 
ancient mode bf living at Rayland Hall, 
has.perfornfi^d what no other conlideration 
would have effected. This unexpected 
project entered her head the moment I 
had defcribed our vifit ; and all yefterday 
was paffed iryconfidering about it, and de- 
bating with Lennard whether (he (hould 
be well ‘enough.* To-day* it is decided 
that (he (hall,* and I^m fent with the invita- 
tion, which eertainl^you and my mother 
■fcnd fitters will accept; and I fuppofe Ge- 
neral Tracy will oblige us by . going alfo.” 

“Of 
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•* Of that there can be no doubt/’ re- 
plied Mr. Somerive. 

** I thought, therefore,” added Orlando, 

“ that you and the General might have an 
opportunity, during the courfe of the day, 
of introducing the converfation relative to 
my entering die army ; and that it would 
be perhaps better than my abruptly d'f* 
doling what may, in fome of her humoufs, 
appear to Mrs. Rayiand as a defire on my 
part to quit her.” 

** You have certainly given my ancient 
coufin love powder,- Orlando,” faid Mr. 
Somerive finding; “ for I never heard that, 
even in her younger days, die fhgved for 
any body as much affe&ion as (he lately 
has done to you.” 

“ And yet,” replied Orlando , u I am 
althoft certain that it goes 90 farther than 
a little prefent kindnefs, or perhaps a fmall 
legacy.” ‘ , , 

Mr. Somerive, fueling that this was too 
probable, and waaindced what he had juft 
before been repeating to General TracyV* 
fighed deeply — affd bidding Orlando go 

7 with 
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„ with His mcffage of invitation to his mo- 
ther and fitters, he fent up the card to the 
General ; and then went on his ufual cir- 
cuit round his farm, defiring Oilando to 
ftay dinner. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


O RLANDO returned to Rayland Hall 
in the evening, carrying with him the 
mod polite ant'wer from General Tra fyts 
’and, from his own family, affurances of the 
grateful plcafure with which they accepted 
Mrs. Rat land’s invitation for the following 
Thurfday. Poor Monimia too, though 
(lie was to have no other part in this fefti- 
vity than to aflift her aunt in preparing for 
it, heard with fatisfaftion fr«m OnJando 
that it was fixed f becaufe fire believed that 
this unofual civility towards his family and 
their gueft. was an indubitable mark of 
Mrs. Rayland’s increafing affe&ion for him. 

Orlando, however, who from l\js father’s 
laft convention, and from his perfuafiott 
that Mrs. Rayland wj^ld not oppofe it, faw 
that his departure was c grain, and would 
foon happen, thought it cruel to encou- 
’ net the flattering fmprelfions which the 

• foft 
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foft heart of Monimia fo readily received, 
and which he had himfelf taught her to 
cherilh when they were apparently much 


lefs likely to be realifed. He therefore, 
when, they met this evening, renewed, what 
he bad fometimes diftantly touched upon 
before, the probability that he mud foon 
enter the army, and quit, at lead for a time, 
the fpot which, while (he remained on it. 
Contained all that gave value to his life. 
The tender, timid Monimia, in whofe idea 
every kind of danger was attendant on the 
name of fold ier, was thunderdruck with this 
intelligence : and it was not till Orlando 
had tjried every argument to footh and con- 
fole her', that (he was able to (hed tears. 
“ Could we hope, my Monimia,” faid he 
when he found her compofed enough to 
liden to him—** could we hope to conti- 
nue as we are, and to converfe thus undiC- 
pyered for years to come, tell me if there 
’Sb not too much* bn ter mingled with the 
few tranfient moments of happinefs, to 
make, us reafonably \vijh to continue it ? 
When we meet, is it not always in fear,and 

a p, prehen (ion ? 
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appreheAfion ? and are we not ever liable 
to the fame alarm as that from which you 
fullered fo cruelly three weeks fince ?— 
Alas !*even now we are in the power of an 
unprincipled ruffian, who, though he ap- 
peared willing to engage for mutual fecre* 
cy, may, in a fil of drtinkennefs; betray us; 
or, through mere infolence, tell— becabf* 
he has the power of tilling. He did not 
fee you ; but he knows, and indeed fo 
does Pattenfon, that fomebody was with 
me ; and the very jealoufy that mifleads 
the old rogue Pattenfon, will perhaps 
make him watch and dilcoverjjs. I need 
not, Monimia, defcribe all I Should «fufler 
for you if that were to happen ; nothing 
would remain for us but to fly together s 
and furely I need not*add, that if I did not 
fear to expofe you, my angel, to the mife- 
ries of poverty, I would, without hazard- 
ing a difcovefy, fly to-morrow ; but I am, 
you know, under agof and we could not 
marqy in England./ If I was thus to dif- 
oblige my father, he would abandon me for 
’ evftr, and from Met. Rayland I could ex- 
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pcCfc nothing. Such is the ' melancholy 
train of thought 1 have been compelled * 
to admit in reflecting on our prefent fixa- 
tion. Perhaps the line of life that is pro- 
pofed for me is the only one that we can 
with hope look forward to for the future.’* 
—Me paufed a moment : Monimia ftifled 
the fobs that convulfed her bofom ; (he 
could not fpeak, but fat with her handker- 
chief to her eyes, and her head retting on 
her hand, while he proceeded — “ It is cer. 
tain that 1 tnuft tear myfelf from you ; that 
1 tnuft enter on a new feene of life, and 

c 

perhaps encounter fome difficulties and 
hard&ips : £>ut would you not defpife a 
man of my age, who would not fo purchafe 
independence? If I have a profeffion, I 
fhall have fomething on which to depend, 
if Mrs. Rayland will not, and my father 
cannot provide for me ; fomething on 
which, if I havtotolerable fortune, I may 
‘tiki a few years be enabled to fupport my 
Monimia. Can I, ou^ht I with fuch hopes 
to hefitate ?” “ 

*■ "I allow,” ' 
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t( I allow”* replied Monimia with a deep 
^figh — “ I allow that you ought not.** 

“ While General Tracy lives,” refumed 
Orlando, ** he will be my friend ; at leaflt 
fuch are his promifes to my father. He 
^fibres him that he will make a point of 
Aiy fpeedy promotion ; and his in ter eft is 
certainly fuch as leaves -no doubt of hit 
having the power to do it.” 

“ Ah, Orlando l** faid Monimia in a 
low and broken voice, “ you fpeak only of* 
the good, and forget or conceal the evil; 
What if you are maimed, or killed ? What 
then becomes of Monimia, who could- not 
die too, but mud live perhaps she moft de- 
folate and miferaUle creature upon earth ?•’ 
** General Tracy,” replied OrlandQ, 
■** has allured my fathlr, that the regiment 
in which he means to procure me a com- 
mifllon, and for which they are now re- 
cruiting, is aftout to be immediately re- 
called from America J^here the war mud; 
very foon terminate,* favour of England, 
and that therefort 1 mall certainly not he 
k fent#abroad : he eved fays, that as loon as 

*1 have 
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I have my commifiion, it is highly pro* 
bable that I (hall be ordered into this coun- 
try on a recruiting party, and may take up 
iriy quarters for two or three months in this 
neighbourhood.” 

Thefe reafonable arguments, joined to 
the flattering hope that Orlando might', 
though he entered on a profeffion by which 
he would, Ihe believed, become independ- 
ent, ftill remain in England, and even be 
occafionally in his native county, added 
to the convidlien that they could not long 
continue to fee each other without being 
difcovered- reconciled Monimia to the 
thoughts of his accepting the commiflion 
offered to him by the General ; and (he be- 
came more calm, and able to talk of it 
: with fome degree of compofure. Orlando, 
on their parting for that time, befought 
* her to Rffure him that (he would make her- 
felf eafy, and learn to think of his deftina- 
. . tion rather as a master of fatisfa&ion than 
apprehenfion. r Moi)imia promifed all he 
" defired : but (he was no fooner alone than 
'her apprebenfions again returned, and the 

■ , fid 



THE OEO MANOR HOUSE. 143 

f&dpofii&ilities that (he hud before enume- 
rated recurrtd in all their terrors to her 
imagination. To thefe many were added 
of which (he dared not fpeak to Orlando ? 
the fears that he might forget her ; and 
^iai when once entered on new fcenes, and 
among all the beauty, elegance, and ac- 
complifliments which (he Bead of in m ag£ # 
zincs and newfpapers^he humble Monimia 
would be remembered no longer. This 
feemed to her fo probable, and was fodiftref- 
ling to her heart, that (he thought (he could 
better endure almoft every other evil. Sleep 
refufed to banifli thefe cruel id***- from her 
mind ; and the morning brokl, and tailed 
her from her reliefs bed to her talk of at- 
tending on her aunt in the houfekteper’s 
room, before (he could find any comfort 
in any of her refle&ions, unlefs it was the 
hope that Mr^. Ray land* might oppofe the 
fcheme of fending Cylando* away, fince 
Monimia perfuaded ^lerfclf that (he every 
day became fonder c|f his company. 

Monimia appeared before her aunt fo 
palef from want o£ deep, and from the 
’ • acute 
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Acute uneafinefs (he had ^undergone, r .tl>3f 
•Mrs. Leonard, notwithftanding her ufual 
infenfibility, took notice of it. 

■ ' “ Hey-day, girl!” cried (he, “ why 
what’s the matter now? Why you look, 
I proteft, as if you had been up all night,!’ 
Pray what have you been aboiit ?” 

** About, aunt !” faid Monimia, while 
a faint blufh, excited by fear and confciouf- 
nefs, wavered a moment on her cheek— 
“ I have been about nothing.” 

“ That is what you generally are about, 
.1 think,” replied Mrs. Lennard harfhly. 
“ But JJuppofe you have been fitting 
■tip after Come nonfenfe or other — with your 
books dr your writing. -1 (hall put an end 
to Madam Betty’s career, I promifeyou; I 
..know (he lets you 'have candles, and gets 
books for you out of the. Study, though I 
have type after time forbidden her to do 
. any fuch thing.” ^ 

'Monimia, willing to let it be thought 
that Betty did dofo, .rather than excite any 
other fufpicion by denying it, only faid 
mildly— “ I hope, dear aunt, there is no* 
. , v • harm 
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harm itf my trying to improve myfelf, if^i 
do not therefore negleffc what you order 
me to do ?’* 

“ Itnproveyourfelf !— Yes, truly,aprefty 
improvement— Your chalky face and pad* 
uled eyes are mighty improvements : and 
Vd be glad to know what good your read* 
irig does you, but to give jrou a hankering 
after what you’ve no right to expeft ? Aa 
improved lady will be above helping me, l 
fuppofe, very loon.” 

“ When I aw, my dear aunt,” anfwered 
Monimia, “ it will be time enough for 
you to forbid my reading; bt tf.^ till then, 
pray don’t be angry if I eAleavoift to 
obtain a little common inftruftion.” 

“ Don’t be impertinent,” exclaimed Mr;. 
Lennard ; “ don’t l5e infolent — for if 
you arc, Mifs, this houfe is no place for 
yoi£ — I fee already thejblefled'effe&s of 
your reading—' you fancy yourfclf a perlbn 
of confequence : but I (hall take care to 
put an end to it ; for, if Betty fupplies you 
with candles, I’ll difeharge her.” 

“ Site has not inddfed, my dear aunt,” 

Vot. II. . H • faid 
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laid Monimia, whole generous mfnd could 
sot bear that another fhould differ for 
her. 

“ She has not ! — what has (he not?” en- 
quired Mrs. Leonard. 

- “ -She has not lately fupplied me with 
'candles,” replied Monimia. * ^ 

r c ** How is it, then,” cried Mrs. Lennard, 
fixing on her a ft^rn and enquiring eye, 
** that light is (ometimes, aye and very 
lately too, feen from your window, at hours 
when your own candle is taken away, and 
When you ought to be in bed ?” 

To this Monirnia. could anfwer nothing, 
but' thqt if was true (he had now and then 
faved a piece of wax candle herfelf ; but, 
in order to put an end to an enquiry 

which had already made her tremble with 

* *. 

the mod: cruel apprehenfions, (he endea- 
voured tefs to account for what bad hap- 
pened, and which (lie could not deny, 
than to appeafe her aunt by very earned 
aflbrances that what offended her (hould 
happen no more, and that, fince (be fo much 
e "Miked 
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did iked’ her reading of a night, (he would 
never again praXife it. 

Mrs. Lennard feemed to be (omewhac 
(atisfiejl by thefe proteftations — though^ 
while Monimia was with , many tears ve* 

t ting thepij her fierce eyes were fixed on 
countenance of her trembling niece 
with a look of queftioning doubt, whiicft 
made Monimia fiirink with dread— for it 
feemed to intimate that more was fuf* 
peXed than was expreffcd. 

At length, however, * (he conddceftded 
to appear pacified ; and fmnmoning Betty 
1 and another of the maid-feivaa% (he gave • 
them their emplojmcnts in {feparin^ for 
the grand dinner*: then ordering Monimia 
to take her (hare* and^the fiiperiittendence 
of the whole, (he returned to the pailourf 
and poor Monimia, gla<#to be relieved 
from her prefence, proceeded as cWeci fully 
in her talk as her melancholy reflexions 
on what had pa/Ted with 'Orlando the 
preceding night, and her' new ly-a waken* 
.ed dread of her aunt’s i’ufpiuons, would * 
allow her to do. 
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>), Mr. Sotnerive was much at a* loft to 
know how to aft in regard to his elded 
ion : fondly flattering himfelf that this be- 
•r*oVed Con had feen the dangerous errors of 
his former conc^uft, he could not bear the 
idea of (hewing any refentment $t what was 
pad, or that, by his being left out' of the 
Party going to Rayland Hall, he (hould be 
confidered as an exile from the favour of 
Mrs. Rayland ; yet, to let him go without 
an invitation, he knew, would give of- 
fence, and he knew not how to fet about 
obtaining one e Orlando,, who paffed a few 
. moments with him in the courfeofthe pre- ' 
ceding WesJnefday, faw his father’s un- 
earned, becaufe he had felt fomething of 
the fame kind himfelf about his brother ; 
and he generoufly, though without making 
any merit of itjjfcindertook to remove this 
fource of vexation, by engaging Mrs. Ray- 
.Jand to invite him. This was an arduous 
®*a(k, as the eld* Lady had not feen him 
for. more than two years, and during that 
* time had heard only evil reports of his^ 
conduft. The offence he. bad giver? her . 
•. - by 
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by affooiating with the Stockton fet,’and 
even joining in thofe trefpafles of which 
fhe believed (he had fo mud\ reafon to 
complain, had embittered her mind auaiaft 
him, even more than his gaieties and ex- 
travagance : — yet Orlando, by alluring 
^Irs. Rayland fhat he was now fcnfible of 
Ibis error, that he was come home frith a*rqr 
folution to remain with his family, and that 
it would difcourage'him in the career of 
reformation if (he did not feem ready to 
forgive, and again confider him as a part 
of it, fo flattered her felf*confequence, and 
foothed her refentment, that (lie agreed to 
receive Philip as one of her # guefts, and 
commiflioned Orlando to carry an invitation 
to his brother : nor could (he, with all her 
natural feverity of tenDper, and little fenii* * 
bility to great or generous adtions, help be* 
ing affedled by the noble difintereftednefs of 
her young favourite, who thus laboured to 
reconcile to her a brother who would 
have been confidered by mod young men 
as a formidable rival in her favour, and, 
have been afliduoufly kept at the di&llfyffe 
H 3 . ** 
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pd which he had thrown himfelf.* This ex* 
deed goodnefs of heart (he put down im* 
-mediately tp the account of the Rayland 
4*Jaod ; and in praiftng Orlando to Mrs. 
Leonard, to whom (he now often fpoke of 
him with pleafure, (he remarked, that he 
every day became more and more like the,' 
Rayland family — ■** What fine eyes the 
^oung man has I** cried (he ; “ and how' 
they flafhed fire when 'he was pleading for 
that iad brother of his with fo much ear* 
neftnefs ! — And then when I feemed willing 
to oblige him, what a fine countenance ! I 
could altnoft have fancied it was my grand* 
father®* pi Ay re walked out of its frame, 
if it had not been for the difference of 
drefsl” 

Mrs. Lennard affented, and encouraged 
every favourable idea her Miftrefs enter- 
tained of Orlando ; but all this while a mine 
was proceeding' a gainft him, of which the 
fuccefs would inevitably ruin all. his hopes. 

. *. This originated in the jealouly of Pat* 
tenfon, who, whatever favour he obtained 
by dint of prefents and money frdftvihia 
t coquettifl* 
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coquettiQi dulcinea, could, never divcft him- . 
felf of his apprehenfions that Orlando was 
a fuccefsful rival. This cruel fear had 
taken .pofieffion of his mind long before^ 
the difcovery of Jonas Wilkins; ana" 
\notwithftanding the girl’s folemn protefla- 
tions that (he was in her own bed at the 
time (he was accufed of being with Qr- 
Hondo in his Study, and rhe offers of tho 
woman who lived ia the fame room to 
confirm this by her Bible oath, Pattenfon 
could never be perfuadgd but that it was 
Betty herfelfj becaufe, having not the 
flighted: fufpicion of Moniiri'a, who wag, 
he knew, locked irt by her^aunt jvery 
night, he believed that it was impoffible 
it could be any other peifon. Betty, in 
order to teafe him, fomeihnes affefted to 
be confcious that the accufation was true, 
while (he perfifted in denying it ; and Or- 
lando rather encouraged than receded 4 
notion that prevented any* conje&uie* 
which might have glanced towards Mo- 
nimia. 

Ftfr-three weeks, .therefore, this uneafy 

' H 4 fufpicioii . 
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. ftjfpiciQn had corroded the bofonv 
, amorous though venerable Mr t Pattcrr- 
lorr, who, greatly as he loved hb eafe, re- 
' Jjgn ed it to the gratification of hb re- 
venge ; and who determined to deteft 
Betty, and in doing fo thought he fhould 
Jlave an opportunity of nftning Orlando* 

• vgith his Iiady, and thus getting out of hi* 
way a rival wild' might one day be his’ 
Matter; and whom he hated, not only on 
account of his love, but of his intcreft; for 
fo highly had he ,been in favour with all 
the three ladies, that each had, in dyings 
given him a very confiderable legacy, and 
recommended him to the furvivor $. and he 
.did not 'doubt but that, op the deceafe of 

‘ hb prefent Miftrefs, he fhould find his pro- 
perty ifireiior to that -of few gentlemen in 
th.e county. 

The gradual increafe, therefore, of the 
favour (Sewn to Orlando did not at all 
jpfeafe him ; but his attempts to injure him 
with Mrs. Ray land had never fucceeded, ' 
, and began to be difpleafing to her. Still, 

' however, he knew that, if Orlando«g$ne 

* •- deteded 



THE OLD MANOR HOUSE. 

detected of an intrigue with one of her 
women fervants, it was an offence which 
Mis. Ragland would never pardons and 
though this difcovery would certainly ocstw 
lion the difcharge of the fair Helen for 
whom he fightd, Pattenfon was fure that Or- 
lando could not take her into his protec- 
tion for want of money; while, being *difc- 
mifled without a character by the two in- 
exorable veftals, hif Lady and her com- 
panion, the gill would be glad to make 
terms with him ; and he was quite rich 
enough to undertake to keep her in fome 
of the neighbouring towns, tilljhe might - 
be fupplanted by fome newer $bje£t. • 

Such were the* fpeculations of the poli- 
tic Pattenfon ; but, like many other politi- 
cians, he purfued, amflng the many crooked 
paths before him, that which led him from 
his puipofe. Inftead of watching Orlando, 
be fet himfelf to watch B.tty, who never 
went in even with a melfage to him in his 
Study without Pattenfon following her; 
and on the night he engaged her to fit up 
for<LiS], the butler was concealed in a 
H 5 . dofc 
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clofet within (he fcrvants’ hall/ add heard 
all their converfation ; and though wtiat 
then patted tended direftly to prove to 
'"ftttenfon that he was in an error, he per* 
fuaded himfelf t^at they fufpe&ed his con- 
cealment, and had agreed upon what they 
Ihould fay to miflead him. 
f Inftead, therefore, of rejoicing to find 
his fufpicions were not confirmed, he was 
only irritated to find that his attempts to 
deted the fuppofed lovers were baffled ; 
and he redoubled his vigilance in watching 
Betty, and engaged one of the footmen in 
* t&e lame •nfly-e. This was the fame man 
who had feeti Orlando crofs the park one 
morning at a very early and unufual hour, 
and igbo then taking him at a diftance for 
a poacher, had purlued and Hopped him ; 
circumfiances which the fellow, who was 
the tne« creature .of Pattenfon, had after- 
wards related to him, with conjectures as 
to the reafon of Orlando’s appearance that 
had helped to njife higher thofe fufpicions 
Pattenfon had before entertained. 

That Mrs. Rayland had determined^to 
% a have 
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have company at her own table, and par* 
ticularly the family of Somerive, on the 
day of the tenants’ feaft, was a terrible 
vexation to Pattenfon — who, inftead of 
fiding like the mailer of the houfe in the 
hall, would now be only the butler at the 
.fide- board in the great dining- r^om ; and 
to chagrin for the confluence he thfls 
loft, was added the moitification of knowing 
that while he (houltf be bufied in attending 
on his Lady up (lairs, Oilando, who on 
thele occafions, which ’happened twice a 
year, always mingled with the young far* 
mers, would have all the ladies ef the H9II" 
to himfelf. • * 

It had been th6 enftom of the houle, time 
immemorial, for the landlord, leceiving 
his Michaelmas rents, to give the mod 
numeroufly-attended entertainment of the 
year, and to % allow the. tenants’ &>a*-and 
daughters, their friends, and the fervants of 
the family, to have a fiddle in the great hall. 
The Mrs. Raylands, noiwithllanding the 
date yi which they had been educated, had 
{pen always, during their youth, led to the k 
H 6 company 
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company by their father, and, accom pac- 
ified by Lady Ray land, had each gone-, 
down one dance with fome neighbour- 
!fBg gentleman who was invited on pur* 
|>ofe, or with the chaplain of the family*. 
Thofe days, though- long fince pad, with 
almoft alt the witneffes of their ftftivityj, 
tyere fltill recolle&ed by Mrs. Rayland with, 
femes degree of pleafure ; and as fhe ad- 
hered moft fcrupulouily to- old cuftoms,. 
however unlike her ufual mode of life, this 
fort of ruftic ball given to the tenants had 
always been kept up, except in thbfe two 
y«irs that* were marked by the death of- 
two, of the lathes. — Mrs. Lennard and Mrs 
Pattenfon, who had long firefided at them,, 
loved .the gaiety of the feene, and the con- 
ference they had in it, as they were con- 
•fidered as the m'after and miftrefs of the 
fed&t-= for though .Mrs. Rayland onceufed 
go* down to honour it with her prefence 
for ten minutes, ihe had now left off that 
cuftom, fiom age and infirmity; and her 
fervants, to whom it was attended with 

r> ^ u. 

. feme trouble and lofs of time, . had ppe- - 

fuaded 
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fiiaded' her that Ihe was always ill afte* 
fuch an exertion. It was* therefore, ufual 
with her to fup on this anniveifary fame- 
what earlier than ordinary, and to gi^WT" 
her bed, difmiffing Lennatd to her poflt of 
miftrefs of the revel, with a drift charge 
to her to watch affiduoufly agaipft the i%» 
Itrufion of drunkennefs ox impiopriety 
fee that all the guefts withdrew in due iea- 
fon, and quite fober ; and to fettle every 
thing after their depai ture for the decorum, 
and tranquillity of the hext day. 

Mrs. Lennard had in general adhered 
to thefe good rules, though &e thodgRT" 
herfelf at liberty a little to vay frorft then) 
in the detail. Thus fhc deemed it no breach 
of the regularity her Lady recommended* 
if (he acceded to the earned folicitations of 
a handfime young faihier, who, as (he* 
was perfuaded, left tht; buxom daxafeh u: ff 
partner, purely for the gratification of gOp 
ing down a dance with her ; though it 
fomeiimes happened that her intcreft in the 
renewal of a leafe, or fome building want- 
inf; on the farm, for which (he could e£>, 
x -feftuaily* 
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fe&ually intercede, were more powerful 
motives than even the honour 'or the plea* 
fore thus obtained — notwithftanding Mrs. 
HEJfinard’s aflertion, which was probably 
true, that (he had learned to dance of the 
dancing- m after who taught jhc firft Duke 
©? Cpmbcdand and all the Princeffes, and . 
tljat (he was celebrated for her excellence) 
in that accompliibment, particularly her 
peat agility in the 1 igadoon. 

This rigadoon, like all early and pleafing 
acquirements, was (fill recolleded with gra- 
titude for the fame it had obtained for her; 
“anti notwkhftanding jhe lapfe of years, 
and fome % rhefimatic complaints, (he could 
Occafionally introduce forrifc of its original 
graces j»to her counti y dance. It is true 
(he never performed above one or two at 
tnoft; but what (lie did, (he piqued herfelf 
uplifroaxecuting with a degr/e of fpirit, 
which made all the operators in cotillon 
Heps, and allemands, “ hide their diminilh* 
cd? heels. , But, mow alas ! a fall (he got a 
few months before, and the cruel, an d^cow- 
jardly attack of the rheumatifm on the lim^ 

% * while ‘ 
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whijg|pt?was in a difabled ftate, bad pat as 
end to the exhibition of this rigadoon ftep 
for ever. Yet, with the true fpjrit of per* 
feverance, Mrs. Lennard, though (be dan*ed= 
no more, loved to overlook the dancers* 
and not having the fame reafons as Pat* 
tenfon had to diflike the party proposed, 
(had with all her intereft promoted it— sfcaC 
ing, probably, that the pleafure Ihe 'ri- 
figned in the country-dance “ with he* 
rigadoon ftep,” would be amply made up 
to her in appearing no longer as only 
houfe- keeper and attendant, but in the 
capacity of a companion arit^ frien d u to - 
Mrs. Rayland ; for, now he| Lady »was fo 
infirm, (he was introduced in that chat after 
whatever company might.be in the houfew 
Far as (lie was advanc^l in years, to adorn 
her perfon was her foibia* and (he refleft- 
ed with fome pleafure^ on the (mart -a nd 
well-fancied drefs with which (he intended, 
on this important Thurfday, to afionifit 
and oiitlhine.the Somerive family. Of this 
vanity, however, poor Monimia was the 
• # • viftim; 
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fiftim; for, after many debates abetflphat 
fee (hould wear, Mrs. Lennard found iome- 
thing to do to every article of her drefift 
e&&efe alterations were entrufted to Moni- 
jnia; andatnight when Orlando fought her, 
;«s ufual, in the hope that he might pafs an 
hour with her in her own room, he found 
her not only indulged with candles, which) 
had been fo lately prohibited, but weep* 
lag over a talk which file doubted, whether 
$fc.would be poffible for her to finifh, in 
the time afligned her, to her aunt’s fatif- 
Jadtian. 

r 

=r*Orlando had a particular intereft in her 
sqspearingr to advantage the next day; for, 
though he knew (he would not be allowed} 
aor did he wi(h her to be feen among 
the guefts, he had,' imagined a projedt to 
introduce her and-” his filler Selina to each 
iCt her wl|i le every other peifon was en- 
gaged. Thejnore he reflcdled on thin 
fcheme, the more practicable it appeared} 
and the more it flattered his. imagination* 
He, therefore, could not bear to think that} 

* betwten. 
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bctwceivfatigue and fretting, the beaut/ he? 
had faid fo much of to Selina fhould not 
be feen in all its brilliancy. “ You (hall 
not,”*faid he, “ Monimia, go with me 
night, buc you (hall go to bed; and if 
thofe curfed things muft be done, you may 
fini(h them in the morning.” . 

' ** Ah, no!” replied Monimia, wiping" 
away the tears, which on To (light an occaf> ; 
lion (he was alhamed of letting him fee-**-: 
“ no, Orlando, not fo— I muft neither pafih 
thefe next four or five hours with you, or intr 
my bed ; but muft (it up and (ini(h this : for 
1 am very fure that, with the dawn of 
morning, my auntj without^ confidering 
how little time foe has allowed me for this 
bufinefs, will fummon me to that 'which., 
muft go forward incite houft^kdfeper’j 
room; and that, to-mo^ow, I (hall have 
the jellies and fyllabubs to make, to give, 
out every thing to the cook, and to fielp in 
all the made di(hes : perhaps* I (hall never 
lit down ten minutes from the time I get 
up till dinner is fent in; and therefore. 

what 



ill' TW» 019 MUM ROOM. 

what I have to do of this fort, muft be 
done to-night.” 

“ Curfe on the ridiculous, oftentatious 
•sOhJtWoman !” exclaimed Orlando. “ I'can- 
not bear to think of your being fo fa- 
tigued !” 

** Do not,” faid Monimia with an an- 
gelic* fmile — “ do not let us, my dear ' 
fftend, be rendered uneafy by trifles, when 
it is but too probable that we (hall have fo 
many real forrows fo foon to contend with. 
What is the lofs of a few hours reft ? and 
of how many hours have not I voluntarily 
•deprived myfelf ! Befides,” added (he, fee- 
ing him £aze on her with a look of deep 
concern, “ to fini(h the whole is not fo 
great an effort as I fooliftily, from low fpi- 
rits, owing perhaps to thinking too much 
on the converfatio'f of laft night, at fiift re- 
pr efeptcd it to myfelf. However, Orlando, 
inftead of my going down to your room, I 
muft (it here.” 

“ And I muft not remain with you 
cried he. 

« A little 
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“ A little while you may," replied Mo* 
nitnia ; “ but fpeak low — I (hall not do tap 
millinery the worfe for your fitting by 
me, if jou will but be calm and reafon* 
able.” 

They then began to confult on the pro* 
pofed meeting 6f the next day. Monimia 
trembled as it was talked of ; yet plea&irq 
was mingled with the apprehenfion with* 
which fhe thought, of being made ac- 
quainted with any of his relations, particu- 
larly with his beloved Selina, whom he re- 
prefented as a fecond felf. It was fettled, 
after fome little debate on tKe fubjedt, that 
when every pait of the family werp en- 
gaged in the hall, Monimia (hould, at an 
hour fixed upon, find her way in the dark 
to the Study ; not thrc the cHaprf, but 
by the ufual way through the houfe ; and 
that Selina (hould be brought there by her 
brother immediately afterwards, where’ they 
might remain half an hour unlufpedted, and 
with much lefs hazard than in Monimia'a 
room. This being arranged, Orlando en- 
treated 
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belted .her to fpare herfelf.as much<as poffi- 
• Bfe ; and having 'extorted a promife from 
her, that when fhe found herfelf fatigued 
, flje would endeavour to ileep* lie-feluo 
tantly left her* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


M ON I MI A, fecure of the tendered 
affeCtion of fier lover, bore, with- 
out more repining, the little hardlhips to 
which her fituation. expofed her but her ^ 
mind looked forward, in mournful antici- 
pation, to the time # when flae fliould^tT’ 
longer hear that foothin'g i*oice lehding 
her courage agiinft every tranfient evil; 
no longer receive continual affjjjances of 
the ardour and generality of his attach- 
ment ; and find in his dilw-serefted love, his 
attentive friendlhip, fi^fficient coofolation 
againft her uncertain or uneafy deftiny. 

To obey him, was the firft wi(h of her 
life; (he therefore endeavoured to drive 
from her mind die melancholy reflections 
that prevented her fepofe, and put off the 

ftiifliing 
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finMhing her work till the next day. At 
loon as it glimmered through her cafement, 
(he arofe to her talk ; which having foon 
, fipilhed, (he awaited with a lightened heart 
the other orders of her aunt. 

The whole houfe was in a buttle— and 
Mrs. Rayland not only in unufual health, 
hut* as anxious for the fplendour and ex- 
cellence of the entertainment, as if (he had 
a deeper ddign thin'meidy to out(hine 
the newer ekgancits of Carloraine Cattle. 
All the operations of Mis. Lcnnard and 
her attendants fuettedtd hapf ily. By half 
*fu,r two all the guefls wcie aflembled : by 
half after three all the tibles gioaned un- 
der the weight of vcmfou *ui 1 heef. About 
leventy people wete aflembled in the hall. 
In tlve dining pai Jfcur the pai ty confitled 
of General Trap;', who was placed at Mrs. 
Itajylaqd’s right hand ; on her It it Mrs. 
Hollybouin, the wife of the archdeacon 
of that dittiift, a I u!y of a moil prccife, and 
Indeed formidably den>eanour : oppofite to 
her, and n'Xt to Mrs. Sonic nve, fat th4 
Dottor himielf, a digriified cleigyman) of 
’ ' V«ofound 
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profound erudition, very* fevere mortis, 
and very formal manners i who was the 
mod orthodox of men, never fpoke but m 
fentehces equally learned and indifpuyt- 
ble, and held almoft all the red of the 
woild in as low cdimation as he confidered 
highly his own familj', and above all him- 
feif. • • ; 

' . Between her mother nncl Mr. Soinerivtf, 
on the other li 1c, was placed their only 
daughter andhtutd, Mi.s Ann-Jane- Eliza 
llyKwrn, who, equally relembling her 
father and her mother, was the pride and 
dt light of both : pofiefling fomething o£ 
each of their perfflul perfidious, (he wa$ 
cc'nfidered by them a model of lovelinefs j 
and her mind was adorned with all that 
money could purchase. , The v 4‘nfcot 
complexion of htr Manama was fet off by 
the yellow eyebrows and h-iir of the Doc- 
tor. His lfttle pug nofc di veiled of its 
mulberry hue, which, on tb*e countenance 
of bis daughter, was pionounced to be te 
petit nez ret r cuj)e, united* with the thin lips 
dtawil up to make, a little mouth, whit it 

, were 1 
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were peculiar to his better ’half,” as he 
-focetiouily called his wife. The worthy 
archdeacon’s (hort legs detradled lefs from 
the height of his amiable daughter, as (he 
had the long waift of her mother, fine fu- 
gar-loaf fhoulders that were pronounced 
to be extremely genteel, and a head which 
looked as if the back of it had by fome 
accident been flattened, fince it foimcd a 
perpendicular line with her back. To dig- 
nify with mental acquiiements this epitome 
of human Iovclipefs, all that education 
• could do had been la\iflied ; mafrcis for 
drawing, painting, raulic, Fiench, and 
dancing, had been afltmbled aiound her as 
foon as flie could fpeak ; {he learned Latin 
from her father at a very tally peiiod, 
and * could read f?.y eafy fentence in 
Greek; was learned in aftionomy, knew 

f 1T 

fomething of the mathematics, and, in ichef 
of thefe more abftiufe ftudics, lead Italian 
and Spanifh/ Having never heaid any 
1 thing but her own praifes, (he leally be- 
lieved herfelf a miracle of knowledge and 
accomplifhments ; and P it muft be owned, 
'• ... that 
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that an audience left partial than thole be- 
fore whom Ibe generally performed, might 
have allowed that (lie performed very 
long 'concertos, and folos without end, 
with infinite correAnefs, and much execu- 
tion. Then Ihe^made molt: inveterate like- 
nefles of many of her acquaintance ; and 
painted landfcapes, where very green tfeflV 
Nrqre reflated in very blue water. Her* 
French was moft grammatically corrcA, 
though the accent was fomewhat defeAive f 
nnd Ihe knew all manner «of hillory— could 
tell the^ dates of the moft execrable aAiona 
of the moft execrable of human ]?cings»— 
and never had occafio’n to conflict, fo happy 
was her memory, Trufler’s Chronology, 
As it was believed, fo it was affet ted by the 
DoAor and his wife, *ti at their daughter 
was the moft accomplilhed woman of her 
age and country ; and by moft of thfir ac- 
quaintance it was taken for granted. The 
gentlemen, however, whom all thefe ele- 
gancies were probably defined to at t raft, 

' febmed by no means ftruck with them : 
“fatatf of*them, who had approached her on 
•XpJ JI. I • tht 



Iftfr T&t OLD H AMOR. SpVSfc 

tjbue fugged ion of her being an heirefs, had 
declared that her fortune made no amends 
for lier want of beauty ; and others had 
been alaimed by the acquifitions which 
went fo much beyond thofe they had 
jpade themfclves. Tims, at fix and-twenty 
‘(though the lady and her parents, for 
Come realons of their own, called her no 
&noie than twenty- two), Mifs Holl) bourn 
was yet unmarried ! .for, of thofe lo\eis 
•who had ofFeied, fome had been rejected 
by the Doftor, apd fome by heiiclf. She 
aife&ed a great mdiileicncc, and talked of 
-thfkpleafures of purlmng knowledge in an 
elegant retirement. But ir was obftrved, 
that whenever any youn^ men of prefent 
fortune, or of futuie expectation, weie m 
thetountry, Dr. fchill) bourn’s family re- 
turned the vifi^/ of the ladies to whom 
thefe gentlemen belonged, with unufuai 
punctuality. 

While they were in this part of the 
world, they always dined oMee or twice at 
Rayland Hall, where the DoCtor was w§H 
received as a mod pious , worthy raan^ ( hi«— 

Li idy 
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Lady as a*very ’good'kpd of woman, and 
Mils as a mighty fJrctty fort of a joung 
pcrfon. Of late the whole family had 
riferf into higher favour ; for the Do£kor 
wa^ the only clergyman in the country . 
around who had refilled the gohd enteN 
tainment fo profufely given at Carloraioe w 
Cattle, and had refufed to vifit a manVb© 
'*H e pt a mill refs. He had even gone far* 
ther, and preached a fermon which all his 
congregation faid pointed immediately at 

ft 

Mr. Stockton ; but as Mr. Stockton did 
not hear it, and having heard it would not 
have cared for it, the reproof oqjy edified 
his heaiers, and ra'fed the Doftor tn the 
efteetn of the Lady of the Hall. 

The lower part of the tabic was filled 
by the four Mifs SonRiives and their two 
brothers j Oilando, at tfor requeft of Mrs, 
Rayland, taking his feat^at the bottom. 

The plenty and excellence of the tablej 
which was furnifhed almoft entirely -fron^ 


the park, farm, warren, gardens, and ponds, - 
o£jR.ayland Hall, were highly commended 
'“''w the*guefts, and by none with more zeal 
■ 1st • than * 
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Aan the General arid the Do&or,' who vied 
With each other in applying that fort of flat- 
tery of which their venerable hoftefs \va‘s 
*ndft fnfceptible. The General fpoki in 
tfcrms of the higheft refpedt of her anr<snt 
family, and of the figure made in hiltory by 
ji}G name of Rayland. The Do&or, while 
■h& did juftice to the excellent difhet before 
him, launched out in very fincere praife of* 
the domain which produced them : the 
beautiful park which, he averred, fed the 
very beft venifon *in the country; the 
woods abounding in game ; the exten- 
fivtf'ponds, whofe living fli earns contained 
all mdnner of fifh ; the rich, meadows be- 
low, that fatted fuch exquifite beef ; the 
fine (heep walks on the downs above, which 
fent to table muttonlYiat rivalled the Welch 

• f* 

mutton itfelf ! — then, fuch gaidens for 
fruit ! fuch convenient poultry yards ! •— 
Mrs. Rayland, who loved to hear her place 
praifed, could have hftened to fuch eulo- 
. giums for ever ; .and feemed totally to have 
forgotten that, according to the coutfe^pf^ 
^nature, (he (hould be miflrefs qf thefe g&«d 
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cfungs*but a very litde time longer, and 
that, when a little fjraee in the chancel of 
adjoining church would be all (he could 
occupy, they muft pafs into the pofieffioA* 
of another. 

Who that .other was to be, appeared an» 
enquiry which the^Dodor ha$ much 
heart. From fome late cit^cumftanceshe hid 
Nreaion to fuppofe that Orlando would be 
the fortunate pofftlfor of all the excellent 
accommodations which impreffed him with 
fo much veneration *but he now faw the 
elder brother again received, and when he 
confidered the advantages which prifBbge- 
niture might give him in the^niod of Mr4* 
Ray land, he doubted to which of the Somt** 
rives it would be politic to pay court. 

Some ideas were floating in his mind» 
that whichever of thefe young men be>- 
came mailer of Rayland Hall, copld not 
fail to be a very proper match for the molt 
accomplilhed Mifs Hollybourn. It was 
certain that he had always reckoned upon a 
‘fide for her ; but fuch a deficiency might 
**^J)ly t>e made up by the fucceflbr to fuch 
I 3 a fortune/ 
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z fortune. What r» eafy as to change a 
name by the King’s mod gracious IiccnfiPP 
-and to renew the old title of Baro^t, 
which had been fo long in the family ? — Sir 
Philip Roland! Sir Orlando Ravi *113 ! 
^either founded extremely well. Both were 
,^r ( ery well looking yrung men, and the 
*jfoungeft remarkably handfome. The more 
the Dodtor confidered this projedt, th^ 
snore feaiible it appeared ; and he now be- 
gan to ftudy the chances, which he thought 
he could do from Mrs. Rayland’s beha* 
Sr four. 

A very little obfervation determined 

him ih fitvoqr of Orlando^ He faw that 

-Mrs* Ray land feemed to look upon him as 

her fon, while towards his brother her man- 
« 

«ers were cold and ftately. When dinner 
over, the gerttlemen’, after a fliort ftay 
over their wine, followed the ladies to an- 

c* 

other apartment. General "Tracy was, at 
tM delire of Mrs. Rayland, (hewn into the 
gallery of portraits by Orlando — and the 
young ladies, at the requeft of Mifs HolJt . 
bourn, who had never feen all the pidtuds 
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4 n the lfoufe, were permitted by their mo— 
tttr to.be ofihe party*; while Pnilip Some- 
«fc‘ witfT went out under pretence of ac— . 
companyrhg them, flipped away as foott* 


v 

as 


s i^lefc the drawing-room, and went after*' 
his own imagination. * 

It was now dark, and thefe poijraits wert? t 
to be (hewn by candle-light to General 
’Tracy, who- cared not a ftraw if the wholpr 
race of Raylands hid been fwept from thp 
memory of mankind ; though he- had*, 
partly by guefs, and paftly from recollect - ; 
tion, been inceflantly talking to Mrs. Ray<*. 
land about the glory of her ^cefiors.^ljtt| 
this he perceived he "had made a very 
peded progrefs in her favour ; which her 
would by no means forfeit by (hewing afiy.* 
indifference to her pfopofal of vifiting the’ 
reprefentations of the eminent men in w.hofe- 
praife he had^been fo eloquent. But a much • 
ftronger inducement was his # hope to finSTi 
an opportunity of fpSaking to Ifabella, 
while he pretended to contemplate with 4 
a-^raftion the picture of her great grand*- 
'frjfer/ 

r.4. • Bpt* 
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But this hope ^as rendered abortive by 

the prefence of Mifs oily bourn, who lag* 
ing on Ifabella's arm, continued ic 
Orlando as to the hiftory of every pof.rait, 
and then made her remarks upon it— fop.,e- 
times addieffing heifelf to the Gofbial, and 
fometimes. to Oihndq, who weie equally 
■jveary of "her, and who would both have 
given the world for herabfence; for Or « 
tando dreaded her detaining him beyond 
die time that he had fixed for the meeting 
between his filler Selina and Monimia j 
’and the General detefted her for being 
the way when he fancied he could other- 
<wHe,<.by % fbme means oi other, have enjoyed 
that notice from Ifabella .which he found 
it fb very difficult to obtain in the boufe of 
Mr.‘ Somerive ; wbc*e, fince he had fpoke 
more plainly to h^t of his paffion, (he had 
not only (bunned him, but had allured 
’him that (he would repeat liis converfa- 
tion to her father. Twice, therefore, he had 
been fotced to apologize, and turn off his 
profeffions as a joke, becaufe he eo ,tld ne- 
ver find her long eqpugh alone to allow 
' . 



\ THf OLD M|NOR HOtfSE. tfa 

< M^tfng thofe arguments that he thought 
■Hptbe fuccefsful sr and he had .been • 
^wKijutffiiatous to accept the.invitation 
frlqp Mrs. Rayland, becaufe he hoped '^tat 
£uch a great houfe, in a day of univerfal 
feftivity** fuch an opportunity «would be 
found. 4 

Mifs Hollybourn, having TufficientJ^ r ‘ 
sfhewn her knowledge both in painting and 
hiftory, and imagining her auditors were 
amazed and edified by both, requeued to 
know if the houfe did not furnifh many 
other portraits of remarkable perfons, 
pictures by eminent hands. Orlan^p ant 
fwered coldly, that there ‘were fojne ia 
other parts of the houfe, but^ione parties 
laiiy worthy her attention. She defired, 
however, he would have the goodnefs to 
fhew her round that fuit of rooms. • It was 
the fide of the houfe formerly fet. apart?, for 
company, 6ut now was ye ry- rarely inh^ 
bited. The furniture was .rich, but old 
falhioned : — the beds were of cut velvet 


or danualk, with high teffers, fume of them 
witjiyplt cornices the chairs were worked, 
fir of coloured velvets, fringed tyith filter 

I $ ' and 
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mid gold, and had gilt feet : — fi* 
cabinets, beautiful pieces. of chin*| 
glades, and fome valuable ‘piC* 
to be feen in every room, which, tl 
Dow fo rarely inhabited, were kept in ereic" 
order; apd the. oak floors were J&rlucely 
waxed, that to move upon them was more 
like Jfkatiitg than walking. 

« Mifs Hollybourn had fomething to fay 
on every obje£l (he beheld. One befpoke 
ahe grandeur, another the tafte, a third the 
antiquity oi the family who were owner* 


<r£ the manfion ; but flill, among all this 
common-place declamation, it was eafy to 
fee thft the rrtofl amiable moveable in it 
at prefeht Was, in her opinion, the hand* 
fome, interefting Orlando. 

General Tracy, accjuftomed to ftudy th® 
fair, perceived this immediately. He per- 
ceived too, that Orlando difliked her a* 
jfedch as five feenied charmed with him* 
pad that therefore this rich heirefs would 
pot be the means of preventing the plat* 
|hey had in agitation from taking ^efFeft. 
He therefore ventured to fay to ifitfn, - 
.when he had an opportunity as they de- 
fended 
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fcen^ed. the great ftaijr-£afe — “ You are a 
joate mag, .Sir V’jf 

iiatfc, Sir!” faid Orlando, who 
' ha’Sfnothing in his head but his intended ' 
*^h«f|ing with Monimia — “ How do you 
mean Icfl-wnate ?” # 

K Nay,” replied ^the General, “ moft : 
young men would, I believe, think it*fb£r 
tunate to be fo highly approved of by fucR " 
a young lady !” • 

“ What lady. Sir !” cried Orlando, ijfr - 
increafed alarm, and Hill thinking of Md>- 
nimia. .* 

“ Mifs Hollybourn,” replied the Gene#- ‘ 
ncral#— “ the accomplilhed Mifs . Holly®, 
bourn.” . % *' 4 v 

“ Mifs Hollybourn !” exclaimed Orlande * 
with a contemptuous- look j yet rccofledk- 
ing that he had no riglit to defpifc her, . 
whcther^he General’s conje&ure was juft 
or not, he added, “ The approbation 8!^ 
Juch a young lady is certainly what I nei# 
ther defire nor deferve.” 

Thi^paffed as they waited on the ftair- 
*' ,I>6 tale,, 
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little! 


cafe* while Mifs Hollybourn explain! 
the two Mifs Somerive? th%J «oves < 
and Pfyche, which were p^intfe 
wall though the picture was fo 
urinated by the two wax- candles, carried 
Orlando 'and a fervant, that n^ffiing but 
her paflion to difplay^her uniwerfal know- 
ledge, could have induced her to attempt 
clearing up the" obfcuritjy in which the 
' /wavering and unequal light involved a 
♦ory not very clearly told by the painter. 
At length the difiertation finilhed ; and the 
Tvhole party returned to the drawing-room* 
where they found the good Do&or had 
fupported the conve/fation during their 
abfence. In about half an hour afterwards 
Mr. Pattenfon came in great form to an- 
nounce that the tenants were afiemblcd in 
the hall, and requefted to know if their 
Lady was well enough to obljge them with 
“Tier prefence during their firft dance. This 
was the eftablilhed etiquette. Mrs. Ray- 

land anfwered, that (he would be there: 'and 
% * 

then addrefling herfelf to her com^pplho 

* - • *ftid,_ 
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faidi “.That it had always been her cuftom 
m mfi time of Sjjr Hildebrand, her father, to 
MD*dpH»rff > with hCr dear deteafed lifters* 
tlq firft dance at the tenants* feaft ; that 
the cuftom had been long fince laid a fide j, 
but if a*y of the friends whotnj have now 
the pleafure of feeing affcmbled, . will con* 
defcend to go down a dance- frith the Jp* ■* 
nantry and domeftics — * ” • 

The General and the Dodlor eagerly in» 
terrupted her — 

“ I am not a dancyig man,, Madam,* 
cried the General: “ I never was fcad 
of dancing. How much I now, in Jpoking 
at that beautiful group oY youn'g, ladies^ 
have caufe to regret it 1 and much I (halt 
envy the young men, who no doubt will 
take advantage of ftich an opportunity.?. 

“I, Madam,” cried ^the- Dodtor, quitting 
his feat and waddling to her, “ am neithier 
by nature or profeffioif a dancing man 
to Ibew you how much I hbnour fo excel* 
lenta cuftom, there is my fubllitute (point* 
ing jb his daughter), *and I will venture 
mj&i that- few mgn ever boafted a better.? 
^ Mk,' 
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Mrs. Rayland^ then looking roundithe 
room, faid, “ Mr. OrlandqJ§pmerive, you 
will have the honour^ 1 of begmtm 
"dance with Mifs Hollybourn.” |V 

Orlando, who would have heard of an" 
impending, earthquake with as nuxh plea* 
forer helitated, and fayl> “ My brother, 
NJadam — my brother has a fuperior claim 
to that happinefs.’ 1 

“ No, no, child !” crifd Mrs. Rayland ; 
** not at all — you are, as it were, at home 
here, and therefore ,1 will have you begin. 
Bdides, I don’t fee your brother : — when he 
return,!, be may take your eldeft lifter ; and 
the t\qo youngeft ladies may dance to- 
gether, for I fbppofe you will all choofc to 
dance.” 

,Mrs. Somerive affented for her daugh- 
ters, and laid, ** Perhaps, Madam,. Philip 
^ia already below.” 

, mM However that tftay be,” replied Mi*. 
r Rayland coldly, “ it is quite time to be- 

f ’n ; the people are, no doubt, impatient. 

herefore, if you •General Tracy, and you 
Pr. Hollybourn, and you Mr* Some&ff, 
i* * 
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%ill live the kitTdnefs to fee the ladies to 
themall, my popp le will help me thither 
ikIkk&m' moments,*' 1 

*&ie man of war, and the man of peace, « 
How declared how happy they Ihould efteem 
thcmfelvo" to be permitted the honour of 
being her attendants j but (he told them, 
only Pattenfon and Lennard had been-ufi^i 
to it, and again dcfirtd tht£ would conduct 
the other ladies. Xhe Geneial, under the 
cruel neceflny of offering his hand to Mrs. 
Somerive, or Mrs. Holly bourn, caft a will- 
ful look towards Ifabella, and took tbe 
hand of the latter on feeing ’Mis. Somerive 
conducted by the Do&or ; Mule Orlando, 
with a heavy heart, led Mifs*Holly bourn, 
and his fillers followed. It was <now within 
a quarter of an hour <jf the time that lvrJtad 
hoped to meet his Monimia ; and he fa w 
Ihimfelf tied down to an engagement from 
which he feaied there was little hope ofwfi© 
caping in time. Philip, to tfhom he mod 
earneftly wiflied to transfer the little co- 
veted hbnour defigned him by his partner, 
appyitd not; and poor Orlando flood 

^ ^waiting! 
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awaiting his arrival at the head of fifteen 
-or fixteen couple who were going to dVice, 
execrating his ill forrdbe, which fegrtwCEp^ 
i .have brought this odious heirefs on purfofe 
to difappoint him of the cxquifite pleafurc" 
'with which he had on this nmht fondly 
flattered himfelf — that qf forming a lading 
and .fender friendship between the lifter he 
$o fondly lovedj and his adored Mooimia,. 
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CHAP. IX. 


A T length Mrs. Rayland was feated if 
the upper end of the hall, near tht 
fire — the General placed himfelf by her, and 
the Do&or ftrutted round her — the othet 
ladies were oppofite - y and the dance be* < 
£an. 

Poor Orlando, whofe heart beat not re* 
fponfive to the mufic, made, however, ad 
effort to conceal his vexatioA His part- 
ner, who had learned for many years of the 
tnoft celebrated m after, exerted al 1 
knowledge of the art, and difplayed all hex 
graces to attradt him ; while he, hardly 
confcious of her exiftence, proceeded me-* 
chanically in the dance ; and fo little pe- 
netration had the fpedfcators, that his ab- 
fence, Sr diftafte to what he was about, was 
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could not help obferving to the DofloAdiott 
well Orlando performed Is he not*^, 
(aid lhe, “ a fine young man ?** 

. ** Indeed he is, Madam,*’ replied the 
* JDoftor, who had now the opening he fo 
long wiflfcd for; “ a very fine ^6ung man, 

I think and he became an inch higher as 
t'e fpoke. ** I think indeed that this ifiand 
produces not a finer couple than ycur kinf- 
|nan, Madam, and the daughter of you# 
humble fervant.’* 

Mrs. Ray land, who loved not female 
bfcauty, whether real or imaginary, did not 

warmly affent to this as the Doflor ex- 
jpe&ed ; who, not dilcouraged, fqnatted 
himfelf down in the place the General had 
that moment vacated (who could not for- 
feit walking after Ifabella down the dance)* 
land thus proceeded : 

“ I allure you, dear Madam, I have . 
•ibfien fpoken moil highly in praife of you? 
fagacity and difcernment in electing the 
young Orlando as your favourite and pra- 
tegi. He is a fine young man — good, pru* 
dent and fenfible ; and, 1 am fure, gV^-eful, 
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•for y^Jur bounty. I dare fay that he will 
.do well; for, under your aufpiccs, there 
are fctf men even of confideration and for* 
tune, who, having daughters, would not j^e 
proud of an alliance with him.’* 

Mrs. Rutland anfwercd rath coldly* 
** I believe Mr. Orlando has no thought* 
of marrying— lie is yet too young.” • * 
“ He is young, to be furt, Madam; but/ 
for my own part, I nauft obferve, that early 
marriages founded, as no doubt his would be* 
alike on prudence and inclination, generally 
turn out happily. As to my own girl, ur. 
done as 1 and Mrs. Hollybourn muftjto be 
furefeel without her; I declare to yoi\that. 
Chough die is fo young, I fhcftild not hefi* 
tate to difpofe of her to a man of even her 
own age, if I were convinced that hc>4* 2 1 
a prudent, fober young man, unlike tbofe 
fad exam pies, of folly anJ extravagance that 
we fee before our eyes every day ; a youtlg* 
man wlio had had a viituous education* 
which in my opinion is a private one j a 
young man of family and*of good expefta- 
'tiofts^-i fay, Mad^pa* that on fuch a one, 

though* 



>*$K «THl OLD 'MANOR, HOVfff# 

* * 

though his'prefent fortune be ijnedual t<0 
JMift Hollybourn’s expectations, I mould 
not hefitate, young sis (he is, and living as 
I # do only by gazing on her, to bellow her 
fcith twenty thoufand pounds down, and— 
1 will ftjr nothing of future expectations — I 
*m, I blefs the Father of all mercies, in &. 
'.prosperous fortune — I have feventeen hun- 
dred a year in cnurch preferment ; my own 
'property, which 1 have realifed in land, is 
Somewhat above twelve hundred. When 
I have given my girl her little marriage 
portion, I have Hill Something handfome in 
. the three per cents, and in India dock a 
* trifle more. My brother-in* law, the biftiop, 
Jbas no' children, and my daughter will in* 
herit the greateft part of his fortune. So 
J^u»fee, Madam, that, to fay nothing of 
Her perfonal and mental v accompli(hments, 
which to be fure it ill becomes a father to 
-infill upon — I fay* reckoning only her pe- 
cuniary advantages, there are few better 
snatches in England.” 

*The DoCtor, who knew that Mrs Ray- 
land loved money, imagined ihe codfd not 
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m of being kttrafted by this hiftory of his 
’wealth, nor mifundfcrftand his meaning ini 
'giving it: but he hacf for once miftakett 
his ground. Mrs. Rayland, though fhfi 
loved her own money, loved nobody this 
better for har/ing or affe&ing to^Tave as 
much. She knew that, rich as Doftor Hol- 
lybourn now was, he began his cla(fical"Ca- s 
reer as a fervitor at Oxford*; artd that his'* 
** brother-in-law the»bi(hop,” from whofe 
nepotifm his wealth and confequence had 
been in great meafure derived, was the 
fbn of an innkeeper. Though (he always 
fpoke highly of his piety, and hjs high- 
church principles, fli< had ever contemned 
his efforts to make himfelf be efinfidered as 
a man of family : nor did (he feel much 
difpofed to encourage »any fcheme to make* 
Orlando independent of her by marriage, 
itill lefs an attempt to extort from her a 
decifion concerning him ; which, whateVSr “ 
her real fentiments might be, (he was not 
of a temper to declare. For all thefe rea- 
fons (he heard the converlation of Doftor 
Hdll^bourn very qpldly, and only faidj 

•“ that* 
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«* that to be fure Mifs was a vejy accoitK 
plifhed young lady; and, having fuch a 
fine fortune, might expedt to marry in high 
Ijfe.” 

Still the Doctor was not repulfed ; and, 
fancyirt^that he had not yet Jtpoken plain 
enough, he went on to enlarge on his no- 
tions of liappinefs, and on his views for his 
'daughter. High life, he faid, in the com- 
mon acceptation of the woid, was not his 
ambition. It was real domeflic happinefs, 
and not unnecefTqry £nd unmeaning fplen- 
dour, he defired for his dear girl — a good 
fiufbgnd untainted with the vices and falfe 
jphilofophy ot a diflolute age— an hand- 
iome country refidence, .where (he might 
be received into an ancient and religious 
family — were rather his objefts. “ A title,” 
added he, “ a tilde has its advantages no 
doubt, and efpecially if it be an ancient 
title, one that brings to the mind the deeds 
0 the glorious defenders of our country- 
men who have (hed their honourable blood 
in defence of the Church of England, and 
their King — who bled in the caufe for which 

_ 
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■’Laud and his fainted matter 3ied ! Whea 

• < 

I hear fuch names, and fee their»pofterity 
Houriftiing, I rejoice— When I learn that 
fuch families, the honour of degenerate 
England, are likely to be extinft, ntf 
heart is grieved. And how footed I be ' 
thankful, how feel myfelf elevated, if my 
daughter, marrying into fuch a family, 
fhould reftore it, while my intereft mighfii 
obtain a renewal in her pofterity of the fad.*, 
ing honours of an illtiftrious race 1 " 

This was fpeaking at once pompoufly 
and plainly. But Mrs. Rayland was more 
offended by the air of confequence affum- 
ed by the Doctor, than flattered bjwk; fine 
things he faid of her family j and fife fo 
little concealed lifer difpleafure* that Mrs. 
Somerive, long weary of the parading and 
fupercilious converfatlon of Mrs. H&lly- 
bourn, and who faw, by the Doctor's fre- 
quently looking towards.Orlando, that the 
difeourfe was about him, and that Mrs. 
Rayland was difpleafed with it, arofe and 
came towards them : file faid fomething to 
Mrs. Rayland merely with a view to break 
* the 
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the difcourfe, which was, however, tmme* 
diately done much better by the General, 
who, afraid of being too particular, now 
left Ifabella; and returning to the feat 
£)o£tor Hollybourn had feized, he cried, 
• f Coro'*, come, my good Do&or, we fol- 
diers are'a little proud of our favour with 
the ladie^, and we do not patiently fee our- 
Jfelves difplaced by you churchmen. I (hall 
not relinquilh my (eat by my excellent 
hoftefs.” 

The Dodor then got up ; and fancying, 
from the foftnefs and fvveetnefs of Mrs. 
Sonierive’s manner, that he fliould in her 
meet a 'willing auditor, and perhaps the 
very bdft he could find for a fcheme which 
acquired every moment new charms in bis 
imagination, he afked if he (hould attend 
her to the other end of the room to look at 
the dancers ; to which, as (he was extreme* 
ly reftlefs and uneafy by the long abfenoe 
of her eldeftfon, whom (he every moment 
Jboped to fee enter, (he readily afiented. 

The General 'hen took poffeftiOn of the 
pod the Dodor had quitted j and being 
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xdqk ufedt& every kind of ‘approach, he 
jnade infinitely more progrefs with Mrs. 
Ray land, in obtaining hhr confent'topr- 
iando’s entering the army, than the Dodtor 
had effected for his fcheme, notwithftanding 
the fplendour of JLiis fortune, the aceomplilh-- 
tnents of his daughter, or his mjention of 
u his brother the bifliop.’* * • 

In the mean time the poor young man, 
who was rendered by Mrs. Raylands fa- 
vour an objeft fought for by the divine, 
and by his own fpirit an objedt of dread to 
the foldicr, was half diftradtcd, and knew* 


not what he was about. It # was jsow pafl: 
the hour .when he hid promifed Moifimia 


to bring Selina to»her ; for, not expedinj* 
the unwelcome addition of the HoHybourn 


family, he concluded that, after gSing 


down a dance with on& of the buxom 


daughters of the principal tenant, he could 
have flipped away at the end t of it; and 
whifpering his mother that he was going to 
Ihew Selina fome of his drawings, and how 
he had ornamented his little tapeftry room, 
that might account for her abfence, he 
II. , K Should 
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/ fliould have had an uninterruped hour 
With his moft beloved After and his Moni- 
mia. 

1 Inftead of this he now found himfelf fix* 
<ed fortfee whole night to Mifs Hollybourn ; 
who hatl already declared that (he found 
tierfelf in fuch a humour for dancing, and 
fthat really the whole fet was fo much more 
tolerable than (he expedted, that (he (hould 
not very foon wi(h to fit down. Poor Or- 
lando, who had no excufe to offer for quit- 
ting her, had no hope but in the arrival of 
his brother, to whom he flattered himfelf 
lie might refign thij unenvied honour at 
leaft for one dance: but even this hope 
was very uncertain ; for Philip might per- 
haps return no more to the the room, or if he 
did* ipight be unwilling to accept the feli- 
city of dancing with Mifs Hollybourn, for 
he was not of a humour to put himfelf out 
of the way *for any one.; and, as he very 
f^ldom danced at all, would now, if he did 
join the dancers, much more probably fe- V. 
led for his partner one of the fcan^fome 

daughters 
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daughters of the tenants, with 0 whom he 

could be more at home, 

• • • 

Thus the time which Orlando expelled 
to have pafled in fo different a manner wore 
away. In vain he looked upwards the 
door — no Lrother arrived to fu&our him. 
The fecond dance? was already.at an en$ i 
and Ifabella, who had^ with her me. 
ther’s permifiion, accepted the band of * 
rich young farmer,* while Selina and Em- 
ma danced together, had already called i 
third, and was flying 'down with a fpirit 
and gaiety which quite enchanted her an- 
cient lover; while Orlando, «who tffiaccount 
of Mifs Hollybourn dill kept^ a place near 
the top, was preparing with an heavy h^art 
to follow her, when his father 1 , with an 
expfefiion of extreme concern on his*coun- 
tenance, approached, aTid afked him if he 
knew where* his brother was ? o 

“ No, Sir, indeed I do not,” anfwered 
Orlando; <f I cannot even guefs — but, for 
God’s, fake, give me lepe to go look for 
him. I fee you are very uneafy at his ab- 
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am'indeed,” replied Mr. Sbmtrive, 
•fand your niftier much more fo.” # 

“ Let me go, dear Sir, then,” faid Or- 
larfdo eagerly. 

' « No^no,” anfwered his father : — “ Go 

down thi^ dance, and take no notice — if 

then he does not come*, <go fee if you can 

find him. I have been in fearch of him 
f # • 

myfelfj but to no purpofe. I fancied he 
might be in your room. I went to the 
library door, for I could have fworn I heard 
fomebody walking’there j but the door was 
locked, and 1. called and knocked at it in 
wain. “ff’Philip was there, he had fome 
reafon — no good one, I fear — for not an- 
fwfring.” 

Orlando,' now ready to fink into the 
earthj yet unable to fly from his intolerable 
tafk > began the dlnce, after having been 
t^;e called upon* by his partner; but 
'thinking only, of the terror Monimia muft 
have been in, while, Ihut up in the library, 
0ie heard his father at the door, and over- 
whelmed with vexation at being thus de- 
tained from her, he codd no longer cqjn- 
* • mand’; 
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»a ncf that portion of attention tljat was re- 
quifite even to the figure of the dance. Bob 
having blundered four or five times, turn- 
ed the wrong women, and run again ft tjie 
men, then milled his time, and put every 
body out, lie faid in a hiuryit^way to 
MifsIIollyboum, who began to be much 
djfcompofcd by his nuftakcs — A I really 
beg a thoufmd pardons* but I label la's 
dance is fo extremely difficult 1 cannot ga 
down it— -I (hall only diftiefs you, Ma* 
dam, by my blunders j .had we not better 
go to the bottom ?” 

** Dear Sir,” cried the lady 'bridling, 
w I can find no fueh difficulty in it. If 
you would only take the trouble to attend 
a moment, I am fure I could e^pjain it to 
you fo that you could* not make a miftake. 
—Now only obferve— \ye firft pals be- 
tween the fecund and third couples— and I 
lead out the two gentlemen, and you the 
two ladies — then meet and 'allemande— * 
then It moulin at bottom— then I turn the 
third gentleman — then you ” 

Orlando, unable r to command bimfelf, 

K 3 • iaidj 
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find, ftili rrjore confufedly, <* No, ypon my 

honour, I (hall never do it. I am very forry 

to difappoint you, Madam ; and #ilh I 

copld for this dance recommended you an* 

other partner.'* He then bowed, and was 

walking'u^ay, when (he bouncfd after him. 

“ You don’t imagine there is any other 
|rerfon here,” cried (he, Siting the end of 
fcer fan-—** I hope you don’t imagine there 
' is any body elfe here, with whom I (hall 
dance !'* 

*« Pardon me. Madam,” faid Orlando, 
taking her hand; “ here is my elder 
brother who has even a better right to 
that honour than I have.’* At this mo- 
ment his' eyts were gratified by the light of 
Philip, tp .whom he, without waiting for 
Mifs« Holly bourn’s anfwer, led her, and 
cried, ** Dear Phil, here am I in the mod 
awkward diftrefs imaginable ;,Mifs Holly* 
botSra withes to dance this dance down, 
and I am (b ffcupid I cannot do the figure. 

] am fure you will be very happy tofupply* 
my "place.** 

Philip, who was nev;r much difpofed to 

facrfcou. 
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acriffce his. own pleafure to the gratifica- 
tion of others, and who had fchetnes of his 
own on foot, anfwerpd with lefs than his 
ufual ceremony (for he was never more 
polite for having drank a good deal) : * 

“ A-hey, Sir Rowland ! whc^tfild you 
fo ? How the Uev il fliouki I, wfto am no 
dancer, execute ^hat is too difficult for fo 

e 

pei fed acaperer as thou act— Sir Knight 
Mortified beyond endurance at being 
thus reje&ed, Mifs Hollybourn, difeftgag- 
ing her hand with an angry Jeik from On 
lando’s, faid haughtily — ** Pray, Mr. Or- 
lando, fpare yourfelf this trouble ; 1 am 
content to fit ftiJjL** She ihdti - * walked 
away; and Orlando, not giving hi tufelf time 
to confider what he did, faid in a whifper 
to Philip—** If yott have any ’companion, 
my dear Phil, take her for this dance— I 
will be grateful, believe me, and I will not 
defire to punifh you with her above half an 
hour.” • 

“ D— n her, a little carroty, pug-noied 
moppet !” cried Philip,* " as ugly and as 
K 4 infolent 
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infofcht as the devil— why 1 thcald Ttake 
the.trduble to humour her P" :Y '"' 

<* It will oblige me 'beyond expreffion,” 
anfwered Orlando ; “ it will oblige my fa- 
ther and mother.’* 

Philip juft then rccolle&ingjhat he was 
lipon his good - behaviour, agreed, though 
tfkh an ill grace ; and Orlando eagerly car- 
rying him up to Mifs Hollybourn, who fat 
fanning herfelf and fwelling at the top of 
the room, began a fpecch, in which he 
blundered worfe thjn he had done in dan- 
cing;- but Philip took it out of his hands, 
jpnd faid — “ Madam, I am fo much in an 
habit, in tits houfe, of giving the pas to my 
brother htre,£ir Rowland, that 1 really dared 
notafpire tothe honour of your fair hand till 
1 perfejdly underftood that he had relinquilh- 
ed it for the prefent dance ; but as be ha« 
now explained himfelf, if you will allow me 
'the blifs of being his double, I will acquit 
myfelf to the bed of my poor abilities; and ' 
if you, charming Mifs Hollybourn, will 
deign to inftruft me, you (hall find, that 

under 
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under fo lovely a preceptrefs IJhall make 
up in docility for deficiency of practice.” . 

Mifs Holly bourn ’had fo little natural 
fenfe among all her acquirements,, that this 
fpeech, which from its fubftance, and Hill 
more from the .manner of its dejvery, Was 
evidently meant in 'ridicule,, feemed to her 
to be very polite, and made very much ip 
earned. She therefore, cafting a look Ho- 
wards Orlando, mush lefs fweet than thofe 
fhe had favoured him with towards the be- 
gindftg. of the evening, aflented with a ' 
fmirk to the propofal of his brother-— and 
immediately joined the dancers ; ,*hHe Or-"* 
lando, trembling ltfft fome new interrup- 
tion (hould again deprive hinfof the fight, 
of Monimia, h aliened to find Selina,* to- 
whom he beckoned,* and whifpered to her 
to come round another way, where be 
would meet her, that their going out toge- 
ther might not be remarked. He charfjgcd 
his mind about fpeaking to his mother, 
fearing lead llie Ihould propofe going too, 
if the, objeft was only t b (hew Selina his 
ro&m/and he thought it better to rilk an 

' K 5 .enquiry 
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enquiry after Selina, which perhaps might 
not be made, or, if it were, might eafily be 
anfwered. 

c It was the cuftom on thefe occafions for 


the inferior fervants not to come into the 
hall till the Lady and her company, if 
f^e happened to have ah 3*, were withdrawn. 
When the bufinefs of the dinner and tea ta- 
ttles was over, they became fpe&ators from a 
ruled gallery, which of er the entrance to the 
hall made a communication between the 
principal apartments above. Here tie up- 
per houfe-maid, the footmen, and the cook 
had be<ia ftatipned — Betty, moft fuperb in 
red ribbands, not quite fo long as the reft. 

Monimia had been forbidden by Mrs. 
llennard> to appear at all during any part 
of the evening; anViunclion which (he 
was not at ail difpofed to difobey. She was 
far, therefore, frqtn envying Betty, who 
came into her room all in a flutter, as foon 
as (he was dreffed, to (hew her finery, and 


defiant on the pleafure (he expefted in 
dancing when Madam was gonq, and the 
itipfedefblks, and beading how manylolU 


citations*- 
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citations (Re had already had from .the 

young men. Monimia, glad to get her out 

of the room, thought only of fulfilling her 

engagement with Orlando, and of «the 

pleafure and comfort of being made known 

to one of his lifters ; yet her tynidity and 

diffidence made her fear this interview as- 
• • « 
much as (he wifhed it. Unconfctous pf 

the interefting fwcetnefs of her counfe- 

nance, and the fimple graces of her form, 

flic feared left Selina might think her bro» 

ther’s affedion ill placed, and blame his 

attachment to an objedt of fo little mtrit. 

Under thefe impreffions, (he woeld have 

given herfelf all the advantages that dre(» 

afforded ; but her fcanty warflrobe left her 

very little choice, and (he had* no means 

of varyirig her appearance from tfhat it 

ufiully was — a white niuftin gown being 

the utmoft of her finery. She took care, 

however, to difpofe her h§ir in the moft 

becoming manner (he could ; and having 

ffinifiaed her little toilet, (he defended with 

a palpitating heart and a light ftep to the 

part of the ho ufe through which (he was to 

’ ' “ • K 6 • 
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jjafs in gojng to the Study. * It.was now 
empty, for all the fervants were in the gal* 
Jery, waiting the departure of their Lady, to 
join the feftivity of the night ; and Moni* 
mia glided through the north wing, which 
was never |t any time inhabited^and without 
any mifadventure reached / the Study, where 
£^e waited in trembling fufpenfe the arrival 

Orlando and Selina* 

Every body being engaged in the mid* 
die of the houfe, that part of it was a* 
filent as if there- was no buttle in the others 
exdept the diftant found of the mulic in 
the great ball, to which Monimia, with the 
door of ^he Study a-jar, involuntarily liften* 
cd ; when Che was fudderrly alarmed by a. 
voice in the.-adjoining parlour, talking and 
laughing, and apparently romping, and a 
man’s voice anfw eying in a half whifperj. 
and, begging of the,firft perfor., whom (he 
knew to be Betty, to be more quiet. As. 
her being difeovered in Orlando’s Study 
would have ruined her peace ibr ever, (he 
lhut-to the door as (bftly as (he could, 
and turned the key. The convention . 

. 1 < • between-.. 
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between, die two people wbqttf appeared: 
to be fo animated, that (he flattered herfelf 
they did not hear Her j but as flie ftiH re* 
mained liftening at the door, hardly daring 
to breathe, her terror was increafed by 
hearing them approach and attempt to open 
it. ** Egad ! it js locked, ” crjpd a voice 
which Monimia then firft di (covered* to he 
young Sotnerive : — “ Does Sir Rowlami 
always lock his doof ?’* 

“ Generally he does,** replied the other,. 
“ but I dare lay atnohg the houfe keys 
there’s orie that will open i^— yet, hang it,, 
don’t lfet us try. He’ll come perhaps, and 
that you know will be very difagreeable.” 

“ He come !* faid Philip —' ** No, no>, 
he’s fafe enough — He dares 4s well jump 
into the fire as quit *the poll where the old 
woman has placed him-*-Come, come — fee 
if there’s no" other key, will open this door. 
Befides, as to bis coming, wjiat lhoul3 he 
come here for ? *Tis more likely, if he can. 
get away, he’ll go to vilit Mifs in the this 
iet.’\ . 

*« Lord*!” cried, Betty, “ how you have 

• thsfli 
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that notioa ftuffBd into your Head— when 
I tell you again and again, he no more 
meets Mifs, as you calls her, than the child 
unborn. Sure I (hould know— —She ! a 
poor innocent filly thing ! I don’t believe 
he takes apy account of hen— But hulh ! 
Oh gemini ! who’stheiq?” 
c Tire voice of the elder Somerive was 
dow heard, calling aloud in the pafifage 
leading to the parlour *they neie in lor his 
eldeft fon. “ Philip 1” cried he, “ Philip 1 
—where are you ? v 

M ’Tis my father,” faid Philip— ft Can- 
not we-£tt out^ without meeting him ?” 

«« ©Jj yes,” replied Betty } “ follow me, 
and don’t fp*eakfor all the* world.” 

"She then/opened another door which led 
out into the garden,* which, as Orlando- 
ufually came in that way, was feldom lock- 
ed j and as all this ,had pafifed in the dark, 
they glided away unperceivtd — not a mo- 
ment however befoi e Mr. Someuve, enter- 
ing with a canalt the room they had quit- 
ted, gave a new alarm to the terrifiejl Mo- 
Siimia. Mr. Somerive, who had heard the 
* « / • footfiwp^ 
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fbotfteps.of the fugitives as thjy left th# 
parlour, imagined fomebody was walking 
in the* Study — He therefore tried the door* 
on the other fide of which poor Monitpia 
dill Hood trembling, and again loudly call* 
td on Philip Spmerive ; entreating him, if 
he was there, to anfwer him, and repre* 
fenting all the ill confequences’of his thtis 
difappearing abruptly, after having been 
received into an houfe where lie had before 
given offence, but where it was fo material 
for him to be thought well of. No, anfwer 
however was returned; and at length 
Monimia heard Mr. Somerive. flofe his 
fruitlefs remonftrante with a deep figh, and 
depart. • • 

Thefe repeated alarms noty .feemed to 
fubfide, and a dead»filence enfued, but ftill 
Orlando came not. — Monimia, not dating 
to have a jtandlc left the light (hould be 
difeerned tinder the door, fat down hi the 
window-feat which was the neareft to it to 
liften for his arrival, though doubting from 
whatjii^ brother had faid whether he would 
arrive at all. Tjie large old library, half 
* 6 .furnifhed 
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fumifhed r with books and half bung with 
tapeftry, and where the little light afforded 
by a waning moon gleamed faintly through 
thp upper parts of the high cafements which 
the window-fhutters did not reach, was 
perhaps the moft gloomy apartment that 
fancy could imagine.* Monimia looked 
r6und her, and fhuddered — The affright 
fh* had undergone in the chapel, though 
it was explained, Hill dwelt upon a mind 
which had fo early been rendered liable ta 
the terrors of fuperftition ; and fhe looked 
towards the door that opened to the paf. 
/age of .the chapel, fancying fome hideous 
fpeftre would appear at it : or (he reafoned 
herfelf out of fuch an idea, only to give 
way to one,, more horrid ; and figured to» 
herfelf that the ruffian whom Orlando had 
deferibed to her, apd whofeuame was held 
in dread by the whole country, might en- 
ter at it as he had once done- before. 
Againft this apprehenfion (he might h^vp 
t been fecured by iatisfying herfelf that yhe 
dfloor was locked ; but fhe had not courage 
to crofs the room. 

i t - < Sittings 
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Sitting, therefore and liftening to every' 
found, (he again- diftinguilhed the mufic 
in the’great hall, whfch, as the wind fwell- 
ed or fell, floated through the reft of the 
houfe ; arid (he could not help conrrafting 
t!hat icene' of fi?ftive mirth wither dark 
and gloomy folitude : — “ How happy,*' 
faid (he, “ are the Mifs Somerives, and thi| 
other young lady ! They, under the fandtioif 
of their parents, 'are ^aily enjoying an in- 
nocent arid agreeable amufemerit ; While I, 
a'poor unproteded being, wander about iri 
darknefs and in dread, and, though I tip 
nothing wrong, undergo the terrors and 
alarms of guilt. — Buf, do I not aft wrong*# 
Alas 1 I am afraid I do — It mifji be wrong 
to carry on a clandeftine correipondemfc, 
to meet by ftealth a young man whom hi# 
friends would difcard were they to knoV 
he met me at.all — It muft furely be wrong 
to incur imputations from which, if dhce 
they are believed, it is impofiiblel can ever 
be vindicated— —wrong to let Orlando 
hazard, for me, the lofs of Mrs. Rayland*s 
favour— and wrong to put myfeff in the way- 
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ofbeing believed no, better than, the fer- 
Yant,of whofe light eonduft I have feen 
fo many inftances, befides that which this 
moment happened, of her privately meeting 
Mr. Philip Somerive. How could I bear 
to be thought of by others as I think of her ! 
and yet 1 feem to aft as culpably. Oh 
Grlaqdo ! furely if you thought of this, 
^ou, who are fo generous, fo anxious for 
my happinefs, would never ex pofe me to ir. 
Yet we mud meet thus, or never meet at 
ill!— and could I, bear to be deprived of 
fee>ng him for the little, the very little ‘ 
time that is yet to pafs before he is lent 
fcorn, hence— never— never perhaps to re* 
turn ?” < 

- This fad f idea filled her eyes with tears 5 
- and fhe was not recovered from the agony 
into which it threw her, when fhe again 
Heard footfteps in the parlour— Somebody 
trade lightly along. Monimia liftened, and 
fancied there' was more than one perfon— 
Immediately the lock was turned ; and the 
door being fattened, a voice, which (he re- 
cognifed with joy for that of Orlando, laid. 
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in a half- whifper : ** Monimia 1 are yov* 
not there ? It is Selina and I— open the 
door therefore without apprehenfion.”— • . 
Monimia remembered, with affright, th|Lt 
the voices of the two brothers bore a great 
refemblanee to each other, and 4h£ again 
hefitated. But Orlando fpeaking louder, 
and her recollecting that his brother could 
not know that Selina was to accompany 
him, (he, though witji trembling apprehen- 
fion, turned the key, and Orlando and his 
fitter appeared. . 

“ Let me,” cried he, as he put Monimia 
into the arms of Selina— 1 “ Ifet. me unite in 
bonds of everlatting friencllhip thq two 
lovelictt and mqft beloved of beings 1” 
Selina tried to fay', “ Whoever is dear to 
Orlando is fo to me,, and I rejoice it} thus 
being allowed to fay fo.” But, though (he 
had innocently ftudied the fentence, ihe 
was too much confufed to make it articu- 
late; and Monimia was quite unable to 
fpeak at all. In a moment, however, Or- 
lando, attempting to hide *the uneafy flutter 
of*his own thoughts, approache’d them with 

* | candle 
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a candle \yhich he had lit at the ember* of 
his fire ; a,nd, reminding, them how ihort 
their interview mud be, bade them Both lit 
d<$wn— ' ** and let us,” added he, ** endea- 
vour to enjoy moments fo brief and fo 
precioifs.’ t > 
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CHAP. X. 


S ELINA, as timid, and almoft as- new 
to the world as Monifnia herfelf, waf 
too much terrifiSd at; the rifle Orlando ran, 
and at what (lie herfelf hazarded, to be 
foon compofed. She coijd hardly, indeed, 
have been in greater trepidation had the 
efcaped from the company to have met a 
lover of her own. • Her eyes, however, 
were occupied ii^ examining the face and 
figure of Monimia ; and no fenjinine envy 
induced her to deny the exiftence of that 
beauty or fweetnefs of which Orlando had 
faid fo much. She even thought Monimia 
more lovely than her brother had deferibed 
her, yet the faw her to little advantage ; for, 
the alarming (ituation (lie had been in for 
almoft an hour and~a?half, the appreheri* 
fioft left (Jrlando (hould not come, the re* 
* fle&ion^ 
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fledtions which arofc while flie waited -for 
him, and the emotion with which (he now 
for the firft time beheld his lifter, had rob- 
bed her fair cheeks of their tender bloom ; 
her eyfs were fwollen, and her voice was 
faltering* and faint. Orlando feated her 
fiear Selina, and, fitting down by them, • 
; threw one arm round each of them ; and, 
looking with a frnile on both, faid, “ Why, 
what lilent girls you are ! — Selina ! is it thus 
you greet your new friend ? You who will 
talk to me of her' for an hour, and never 
ceafed foliciting of me to contrive this un- 
hoped for meeting ?— And you, Monimia ! 
Come, %come, I muft have you more con- 
verfable.— Let us confider, my dear girls, 
how you thay meet hereafter ; for, without 
accotaplilhing. that, the prefent meeting 
will only ferve td tantalize us all. 

The tears, which Ihe had for a moment 

t 

reftrained, again filled the eyes of Monimia. 
—But, turning them tenderly on Orlando, 
foe fighing faid, “ Alt ! how can 1 hope 
your filler Selina, amiable and indulgent as 
Ibe feems, will again incur, for me, hazard 
c which*' 
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which I fee now makes her tremble, and 
fears which I myfelf can hardly endure ?— 
Indeed, Orlando, if you did but know what 
I have fuffered fince I waited here in ex- 
pectation of your coming !" *' I know 

it,” cried Orlando, imagining (he alluded 
to his father’s having been at the door of 
the Study — “ But luckily you Had taker! 
the precaution to lock the door ; which T, # 
little fufpeCting that this part of the houfe 
would be vilited, had negleCted to defire. 
So, as my father neither law nor fufpefted 
any thing but that my brother was in this 
room, there is no harm done/nor any thing 
to fear.” 

Monimia fighed, but though: it was im- 
proper, before Selina, to repea, t the dia- 
logue that (he had • heard between . Mr. 
Philip Somerive and his female compa- 
nion. She was far, however, from believ- 
ing there was nothing to fear ; and their 
fliort conference was to her embittered with 
the dread of a difeovery, which (he could 
not conquer. Selina, trufting. to the judg- 
ment of her brother) and defirous of oblig- 

, in© 
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ing him^ fucceeded better in conquering 
jthe reftraint (he had at firft felt; and, 
charmed with the. voice, the 'manner 
and perfon of Monimia, (he eagerly entered 
-into his views, and talked over the means 
by Which they might fometimes meet, if, 
as was fdo probable, invincible obftacles 
continudll to be oppdfed to their feeing 
each other by the confent of Mr. and Mrs. 
Somerive — that of Mrs. Rayland could not 
be alked, and that of Mrs. Lennard they 
were fure would t not be granted. 

,In this converfation Orlando fpoke of 
what was to happen when he was gone, in 
ternjs that fignified how certain he was that 
he lhould go. Monimij’s heart funk as he 
"jiepeated, t “ When I am not here, I can- 
not fee that there can be any objection to 
youf openly feeipg my filters.”— “ Alas !” 
thought (he, “ what wretched company 
(hall we then be *to each other ! yet to fee 
the filters of Orlando will always be a com*, 
fort to me.” Selina too heard with extreme 
pain the frequent mention he . made of his 
departure ; and having, from many obffei;- 

vation* 
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vations (he had made on the behaviour of 
General Tracy, during his refidence of 
almoft* five weeks in her father's, houfe, 
conceived a very unfavourable opinion »f 
him — her difiike amounted almoft to dc- 


teftation when (hp confidered hirrf^s being 
the principal mover cf .the plan vvliich was 
•thus to rob her ot her beloved brother. 


Wharever (he thought of *his condud fti 
other refpcCts, fhe*hadihe prudence to keep 
to hcrfelf, and afiedled to difiike him only 
on account of Orlando. • 


Among the various little fchemes whidh 
; were confidered for the future acquaintance . 
of Selina and Monimft, none feemed faffi- 


ciently fafe to be adopted without farther M 
coniideration ; but Orlando . promifed to 
think of them all, and to acquaint them 
both with the refult of his reflections. It 


was by this time neceflary to part — Orlando 
propofed leading his After back to the room, 
and carrying her immediately to his mo- 
ther, to tell her that (he had been* in his 
apartment, that any furpriie excited by 
her afcfence might be ended without farther 
VoJt.TI. « L enquiry; 


• » 
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enquiry awhile Monimia hoped to find her 
way back to her own ropm, as fafely as Ihe 
had befoie traverfed the houfe in her way 
from it. 

Tfyey were then reludlantly bidding 
adieu, when they were fhunderftruck by 
an attempt from without to force open the 
dooh Orlando, thrown for a moment entire- • 

a . | 

Iy off his guaid, turned pale ; and, calling . 
towards Monimia a look of anguilh and 
terror, he cried, “ Who can it be ? what 
lhall we do *The tender timid Monimia 
had at this inftant more prefence of mind 
than he had : “ Let me go,” faid Ihe, 

“ into your bed-chamber— -there I can 
lock mjTelf in : then alk who it is ; and, . 
if it isTone who has a right to enquire into 
your adlions, open the door, and let him 
fee you are feting here with your After.” 
.There was not i moment to deliberate, r or 
the perfon without ftill tried to open the- ’ 
door. Orlando waved his hand to Moni- • 

• mia to execute her projedl : — Ihe glided 
away, and (hut after her the door, which 
was hung on both Tides with tapeftry and 
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(hut without* noife, while Orlando demand- 
' ed, in a loud and angry voice, who was at 
the do*or, and what was their bufinefs ? At 
firft a feigned voice anfwered, “ Open the 
door, good friends, and you (hall know 
our bufinefs.” Qrlando anfwered^ “ I (hall 
not open it till I know to whom and 
’ then a violent burl? of laughter clifcoverecl 
it to be Philip — who cried* “ Soho ! have 
I caught you, Sir* Roland ? Is this my good, 
pious and immaculate brother ?** “ What 
folly is this !” faid Orlando angrily as he 
opened the door — “ and is it not ft range 
that I cannot fit a moment injny qjvn room 
with Selina, but you tnuft break in upon us 
like a drunken canftable ?” “ Gently, Si^ 
Knight i” anfwered Philip Somerive as fie 
daggered into the room — “ fair and foftly, 
if you pleafe 1 no hard words to your elders* 
mod valorous chevalier ! j— Selina is it ? — By 
this light fo it is! Well— I djd not think, 
my good brother, you were fo eager to put 
off your precious bargain upon me, 
for the^ pleafure of a tete-h-titey with our 
littfe Ample Selina, I thought you had 
La • ver* 
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very different game in view— Egad, I’m 
not clear now that I have been miftaken— 
Heh, child !” added*he turning to*Selina, 
* are you very fure you are not a blind ? 
why, jny deal little whey face, what makes 
you look fo pale ?” • . 

. “ Yoyr ftiange l^chaviour, 'brother,* 
•faid' Selina, who tried to 'Collect -fpirit 
enough to fpeak without betraying the 
agitation flic was throw n into. “ Come, 
come, child !” replied he, “ lectured as I 
am on all hands, I (hall not let babes and 
fucklings preach to me. Your mamma, mifs, 
won’t be vciy well pleafed, I can tell you, 
if (he does not finS you with the other 
• millcs ; tfiey are juft go’fng away, 1 believe. 
The old* woman is gone up to her apart- 
ment, and the rniffes are ordered off. There’s 
the General, lilac my mother’s gcntleman- 
<u(her, hunting tfce fair bevy together, and 
there -will Jie a hue and cry after you in a ■ 
moment.” — “ Very well !” anfwered Seli- 
na ; “ Mamma will not be angry when (he 
knows I ijm only with Orlando.” “ And I,** 
faid Oilando, “ flialljtake care of her tfhek ; 

tKe>efoie^ 
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: therefore. you* need not, Philip, be under 
Uny concern about her.” , 

“ Well, then,” cried this tormentor,- 
“ as 1 ain curfed tired, my dear knight, and 
have got a dcvililh headach, prithee, when 
thou art gone, lend me thy apastmfnt for 
half an hour’s quiet. .I’ve promifecl George 
Green and half a dozen more of them, to 
meet them by and by in 1*. Keen Ton’s rootji£ 
and make out the night according to good 
old cuAom j and if 1 get a nap while the 
fober party, the cats and their kittens, ate 
trundling off, I (hall efcape all the plaguy 
formality of ** Wilh you good ni^hr, dear 
ma’am ! — hope you’ltcatcb no cold ! — Jhall 
be glad to hear yop got home fgfe 1 — mod 
agreeable evening indeed ! — wjjh we ma/* 
meet here this time twelvemonth !”— and 
fuch mawkifh cant ; and I (hall be as frelh 
as morning to meet the good fellows by and 
by— So, come. Sir Rowly, lend me your 
bed for a little. I’ll fend in p*retty Betty,” 
added he leering, “ to make it for you Jbe- 
fore you come to bed.” • 

L 3 * Orlando, 
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Orlando, fearing, from this* ftr^nge pro- f - 
jpofal, his brother was aware how impoffiblc * 
it was for him to grant it, now looked more 
cqnfufed than ever, and faid very peevilhly, 

“ You'are fo drunk now, Philip, that it 

will be much wifer and more decent for 

{, ' 

you to go home direftly= — I at .leaf!: will have 
n'othiog to do with your ftay. Come, Se- 
£na, let us go— Philip, I will follow you.” 

** No, indeed you will not l" replied he, 
letting himfelf down by the fire. ** If you 
won’t lend me your bed, you will at leaft 
let ‘me have a chair.” 

* f I will leave nobody in my room,” faid 
Orlando warmly. 

“What'i haft got any-bank- notes ? has 
thy old woman given thee a little hoard ? 
Egad flie has ! — I’ve a good mind to rum- 
mage, that l may know what brotherly 
help thou couldft give in cafe of a bad 
run. 1 ” 

< 

4t This is infupportable !” cried Orlando : 

What (hall I do with him ?” whifpered 
r jte to Selina. Poor Selina, unable # t.o ad- 
Vife, was in as great confternation as the 
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half diftra&ed Orlando, who walked about 
ithe room *a moment, confidering by what 
mean? he could difengage himfelf from 
this troublefome vifitorj but unable to 
think of any, he was beginning, in njjere 
defpair, to cxpoflulate with him jnew, when, 
the approach*of other perf - is w.fs heard in 
the parlour j and 'Mr. Somerife himfelf, 
apparently in great difpleafure, entered jtlje 


Library. • 

“ Orlando !” cried he, “ Philip ! Seli- 
na ! what is all this ? to what purpofe’arc 
ye all here ?— Selina ; your mother is njuch 
amazed at your abfence. ‘ 

Orlando, then oolleding his fcattered 
thoughts, relatqjJ, that he # had merely 
brought Selina thither for a fgw momgm'5 
to (hew her his apartments, which file had 
never feenj and that while they were fit* 
ting- quietly together, Philip, “ whofe fitua- 
tion, . Sir, you fee,” (aid he, “ came in, 
and 1 could not prevail upon him to leave 
us, or to fuffer us to return altogether to - 
the company.” . 

* Mr. Somerive, now fpeakirtg with an air 

•l 4 «C 
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of authority and concern to hie elded fon, 
received only an account of his requeft to 
Orlando/ which, he iu lifted upon it, “was a 
very rcafonable one. “ You are indeed,” 
laid his father, “ fit only to go to bed ; but 
it tnuft not be in Mrs. Ravland’s houfe— 
you muft come, Sir, with me. 1 ’ 

'Young Somerive than' arofc to obey; for 
his father, when he was prefent, and had 
refolution to be peremptory, ftill retained 
io me power over him. He ftaggered how- 
ever fo much that he was unable to proceed. 

o 

Mr. Somerive bade Orlando aflift: him, 
which he was willing enough to do; but as 
Philip leaned upon him he whifpered, “ Sir 
Knight 1 if J can give the ( reverend fenior 
“Thcflip, I will ftill have my nap, and finilh 
the evening with thofe joyous fouls ; d— me 
if I don’t!” 

This threat terrified Orlando more than 

* 

ever lie knew how fikely it was to be exe- 
cuted ; and thtiefore, in the hope that he 
might be able prefently to return and re- 


s Kofe'*Monirnia, whole longer abfence from 
IteTroom might be attended with the' , 'molJ 

■ alarmikg 
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alarming confeguences, he hazily deter- 
mined t o' lock the Study door, arfd thus con- ~ 
vince.his brother that hisfeheme of returning 
thither, to which he* faw he adhered either 
with the ftupid obftinacy of intoxication, 
or difguifing, under its appearance know- 
ledge more -dtfftruiflive, was fsnpradtible. 
He therefore, as lijon as they wepe all out.of 
the room, locked the door, and, faying aloi^d 
he had done fo, # he proceeded before his fa- 
ther, with a candle ih his hand, to the apart- 
ment where Mrs. Rayland, much fatigued 
with the exertions of thefcvening, was taking 
leave of her guefts. Philip, who feemed 
by no means in a condition to appear be- 
fore her, had been configned, in the tlfe way, 
to the care of on^ of the men-fervants, 
had fcated him by the fire iff ra pafiage- 
jaarlour, where he was in a few rribments 
faft afleep. * 

Mrs. Sortierive, to • whom Selina’s ab- 

m 

fence was eafily accounted for, gently chid 
her for not faying whither Ihe was going; 
and the long ceremonies of good-night o/j^' 
all hapcU being at length oyer, OrlRndo 
, L 5 handed 
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handed to ,her coach the nymph whom he 
hady in her opinion, fo unga'lantly for- 
faken. He found hor fo much hurt at 
bejhg made over to his brother, who proba- 
biy'-had not acquitted himfelf to her fatif- 
fadtionj' thut he found it neceflary to apo- 
logize, at which however he was extremely 
awkward, affuring her, with much hefita- 
ttor, that he was not aware that (he would 
fo foon quit the dancing-room, and that 
he flattered himfelf with the expe&ation of 
being honoured with her hand in a dance, 
where he could acquit himfelf in a manner 
more worthy fo excellent a partner. 

The Lady received his excufeswith cold- 
nefs and difdain ; but theDodlor, who heard, 
ieemed more willing to accept them in good 
part. • “ I never fufpe&ed. Sir,” cried the 
confequential Divine, “ that, with your un- 
derftanding, you could fail to appreciate the 
Lady whofe hand you held — It is not the 
fond partiality of the father, but common 
.^candour, which leads me to fay, that of 
ctjuals (he has few in merit, fuperiors none. 
1 hepe we (hall 


t here again,*’ Mr. Or- 
, laiiflc^ 
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Jandd ; and that we ihall fee yotf, with good 
Mr. and*Mrs. Somerive, and theii fine fa* 
mily, at Combe-Park. Good Mrs. Ray- 
land, I heartily hope, that moft worthy lady, 
who bears her years furprifingly well, Will 
be able, before the winter’s rigorpus "ad- 
vances lay an, embargo on vale&idinarians j 
I fay, I hope my Excellent old, friend will 
fix on fome day to grace our poor‘abo<jp, 
and facrifice with us to -the hofpitable "dffi- 
ties.” • 

Orlando bowed his aflent to a fpeech 
which he began to fear'would lad all night. 
— No effort of his, however, could "have 
flopped the dream of the Doctor’s elo- 
quence, when once it began to fiovfr,j but 
fortunately Mrs! Holly bourn Tound itcoldy- 
and faid peevilhly, “ Dear Dexflor ! you 
keep Ann in a thorough air — Pray donfider 
—(he has been dancing, and I tremble for 
the effe&s of Inch a current of air——” . 

m 

Bleffings on your care ! thought Orlando, 
who was in the mod extreme uneafinefs all 
this time, ' led Monimia, who he knew' 
pould net efcape from his room, fhoutd be 
<L 6 milfed 
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miffed ifi htr own. The parade, however, 
that was yec made before this 'family were* 
feated in their Carriage, took up feveral 
minutes more; and even when Orlando 
had at length the fatisfadtion to fee them 
* driVfen from the door, he was compelled to 
attend to t|?fe difpofal of his father, his mo* 
ther, his four fitters, and the General, who 
could not for feme time fettle how they 
fltotild return — the General being felici- 
tous to take two of the*young ladies in his 
poft chaife; to which Mrs. Somerive very 
peremptorily obje&ed, to the amazement 
of h£r hufeand, who, not having the leaft 
idea of her motives, cried, “ Blefs me, my 
dear ! “it will be better furely to put any 
4jyo of the' girls under thC’care of General 
Traty, than* to crowd him with me and 
Philip, who, if we can find him, is not, I 
fear, in a ftate to travel without incommod- 
ing his companions.’ — " Well# then,” re- 
plied Islrs. Somerive, frightened at having 
laid more than fee intended, “ I will have 
$he pleafure of going in the General’s car- 
riage, and Emma \;an fit between us ( with- 
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put inconvenience." In this •arrangmeht 
4he General* was* obliged to acqtiiefce, and 
even o to appear .pleafed with it, though it 
baffled the fchemes he had been laying the’ 
whole evening. This! fecond carriage then 
departed and now Orlando, who cSuld 
well have It# *his lifters in thl B care of his 
father, would have flown to his jmprifoned 
Monimia — But a new difficulty arofe : his 
brother, for whom fearch l*ad been making, 
as well in the room where he had been left 
ileeping, as in every other part of the houfe 
that had been opened dor company, was 
no- where to be found. 

The Somerive family had all tsken their 
leave of Mrs. Rayland, and waited in a 
parlour near the hall. Mr. Stfmerive noi^, 
expreffed great alarm at the ill .fuccefi of 
tliofe inquiries that had been made after 
his eldeft fon. ** Perhaps, Sir,” faid Or- 
lando — <c perhaps my brother, finding him- 
felf, when he awoke, unfit # to appear, is 
gone home on foot.” Orlando had indeed- 
very different conjectures s and, in thfc 
whole (gpor of his behaviour that evening, 

* - found 
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found rdafon to fear that ho had bdt too 

c « 

pofitive information relative to Monimia, 
and was determined to dete& her. .This 
apprehenfion, and the dread of her being 
miffed by her aunt, Ivho would in all pro- 
bability vifit her room as foon as the com- 
pany were*- difperfed, gavd to Orlando’s 
manner fuch wildnefs ard confufion as in- 
creafed the diftrefs of his father. Orlando 
repeated, *« I am perfuaded, Sir, Philip is 
gone home — I dare fa'y you may yourfelf 
return quire eafy.” 

“ Are you fo eafy yourfelf then ?” an- 
fwered Mr. Somerive — “ I think not, Or- 
lando, from your countenance. Even ad- 
mitting that my fon has walked homeward, 
*^and will not commit any impropriety which 
fWll expjfe him, or injure him in the opi- 
nion of Mrs. Rayland, is there nothing to 
fear for the fafety ’bf a man who has fuch 

abroad to travel, in fuch a (late ?” 

« !• 

“ Let me, t Sir, go then, and feek for 
him on that road ; and do you, I entreat 
you, return home and make youifelf eafy. 
A ldnger delay will not only alarm.m'y mp- 
• f ther, 
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ther, but OQcafign enquiries on th6 part ot 
Mrs. Rayland, who will probably hear of it 
by her fervants j— nor can it indeed anfwer 
any purpofe, fince evfcry fearch that can be 
made has already been made within # the 
houfe.” # • 

“ Have yo*u the key of your bwn apart* 
ment ?” • • • 

“ I have. Sir,” replied Orlando, treift- 
bling'lcft his father was about to afk for it* 
“ 1 locked the door of the Study when we 
all left it together.” 

** He cannot therefore be there,” „faid 
Mr. Somerive, mufing — “• I cannot con- 
jecture where he can be !”* 

“ Pray, Sir, cried Orlancjp, “ gray be 
compofed, and fuffer me to go the park- 
way homeward — I am pcrfuaded my bro- 
ther is fife.” # 

” He does not indeed,” faid Mr. Some- 
rive with a deep figh— “ he does mot de- 
ferve the folicitude I feel fdr him. Orlan- 
do, on ypu [ depend for finding and con- 
ducing him home.” . 

• Orfctndo folemnly affured ’his father and 
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his fillers Hhat he would do' fo ; and as 
their remaining longer at the Hall contri- 
buted nothing towards reJieving their un- 
ealinefs, they at length determined to go. 

When they were |gone, Orlando hoped 
that the alarms of the night were over, and 
that Mrs. JLennard, as the -tepants and all 
the fervants were Hill dancing in the hall, 
would - not have time to think of the ufual 
csremony of locking Monimia’s door at 
ten o’clock. It was now however twelve. 

; With a palpitating heart then he went to 
find her. She wasrftill locked in his bed- 
chamber, where, half di ft rafted by fears of 
|| 

every kindj Ihe had had fiifficient time to 
refleft* on all the hazArds (lie incured by 
thefe oiandftftine meetings* with Orlando j 
and* fometimes determined, if the efcaped 
deteftion this time, never to be prevailed 
upon to venture it again.-— Then the fad 
fecolleftion, that he would . foon ceafe 
to alkTit, and that, if (he did not meet him 
thus, (he mull relinquifh the pleafure of 
ever fpeaking to him at all, (hook {be refo- 
lution which fear und prudence tinted - to 

produce j 
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produce Snd ftie almoft wilhetl, dreadful 
as ic would ac the moment be, that a dif- 
covery might compel ^them to the expedi- 
ent Orlando once n^med — that t>f their 
flying together, and tr ufting to Provjddhce 
for .the reft. , • *, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XL 


O RLANDO found Monimia alarmed 
and dejedted } but hardly giving him- 
fclf time to re- allure her, and account for 
bis long abfence, he befought her to haften 
to her room — «« 1 hope,” faid he, “ and 
believe the houfe is quite uninhabited on 
this fide ftill, for all the fervants are in the 
hall. * My 'brother is miffing, and I have 
promifedjny father to find him and con- 
duit: him home. What a talk 1 for 1 know 
not where to look»fot him : not a moment 
mult be loft, fince my family are in fuch 
cruel alarms. ( However, I will wait here, 
my Monimia, till I think you are fafe in 
your turret, and then fet out — 5\knovv not 
whither — on this Search.” \ 

4ft k 

Monimia haftened to do as he delicti. 

«= i i **’ But. 
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** But is Betty,” * faid (lie, “ in the hall ? I 
'have reafons, which I have not now time to 
explain, for believing, they are together 
" I know not,” anfwared Orlandd, whofe 
fears every moment jicreafed j “J. tare 
not what happens if you are Byt once in 
fafety.” * 

Monimia then with light and timid fteps 
pafled. through the adjoining parlour. *5he 
found all that end of the houfe defertcd,* 
and regained the long paflage which led 
from her turret to the. apartment of her 
aunt. All was quiet $ and (he flattered*her« 
felf that Mrs. Lennard, occupied by the 
attention neceflary* to be (hewn to the 
guefts, had for emee omitted the ceiNgumy 
of locking the doors of that part of <the 
houfe, and particularly hers, at the ufual 
hour. In this hope (ho tripped along the 
paflage, and had juft reached the door ot 
her own room, when Mrs. LennardT’ with 
a candle in her hand, appeared at the other 
end. TJftre was no hope of efcape — She 
flood ^mbling, unable'to open the lock, 
which (he held in her hand ; while her aunt 

wuSiti 
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with a hafty ftepand an angry Countenance 
advanced towards her— Hey-day, Ma- 
dam I” cried Mrs. Lennard, “ pray, what 
makes judo here ? fa drefied too, I aflure 
you l 1 thought I had ordered you not to. 
leave youAroom. Pr’ythcp, Mifs, where 
have you -been ? and how have you dared' 
to difobey my orders ?*’ 

Dear aunt,”‘cried the aflrighted s Mo- 
nimia, in a voice almoft, inarticulate through 
fear— “ Dear aunt ! be not fo very angry 
—Every year till now you were fo good as 
to give me leave to go into the hall -gallery 
to look at, the dancers for a quarter of an 
hour. . I dreffed myfelf in hopes that fome 
time ijy the evening I fhould fee you to alk 
leave — it grew very late, you did not come 

to my rpom, and fo ’* 

And fo, huffey, you left it without, 
did you Monimia, unwilling to advance 
anothti dirett falfehood, remained filent ; 
and Mrs. Lennard, fixing her fierce en- 
quiring eyes upon her, faid fternlj*.. “ Mo- 
nimia, there is fomething in your conduft 
which I do not underftand— I fufped jhax 

you 
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^ou are a.yery. wicked girl—} have had 
hints given me more than once, that you 
are impofing upon jnc, and ruining yout- 


felf.” f 

“ How can I in-toofe upon you, # Ma- 
dam ?” faid Monimil, who, believing the 


crifis of hef ’fate, was now approaching. 


tried to colled! a *little fpirit— How can 
I impofe upon you? I}o you not ahmys 
confute me to»my room, and have I any 
means of leaving it without your confent ?” 

« That is what 1 am determined to dif- 
cover,” cried Mrs. Lennaid— (Monimia 


became paler than before)*— “ You have a 
falfe key, or you have fortle other means of 
getting out — However, it is # not a^prelent 
a time to enquire into this. Go now^Ma- 
dam, to your room, and to your bed. Hav- 
ing feen you here is enough to convince me, 
that the intelligence I have had given me is 
not without grounds.* C6me, Mif^.as you 


may perhaps choofe to fet cTut again— If you 
have, as I'fufpedt, the means of opening the 
doory-i fli all wait here, till you are in bed,, 


«ndrtaKeaway the candle.” 


' ' 

Monimia^ 
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* Moninua, who dreaded,notbing fo* much 
as that Orlando might afcend the fecret_ 
\tairs, in order to enquire if (he was fafe, 
while her aimt was jfet with her, haftened 
to*undrefs herfelf •, ^and as (he feared that, 
if all veret^lent in Her room, Orlando might 
fpeak without the door, which would inevi- 
tably difcover them at once, (he wi(hed, 
fry the firft timq in her life, that the copi- 
ous dream of eloquence, with which the 
pleafure of fcolding always fupplied Mrs. 
Lennard might now continue in full force 
—(he therefore contrived to fay fomething 
which (he imagined would produce this, 
and (he Succeeded. Provoked at Moni- 
mia'$y tempt to excufe or defend herfelf, 
and impatient at being kept from the party 
below, ih which (he confidered herfelf, 
now that her lady and the guefts were with- 
drawn, as the firft figure, Mrs. Lennard 
fpare^ not her K'/ngs* nor was fhe very nice 
in the choice ef thofe epithets which mod 
forcibly exprefied her anger againft her 
niece. In the midd of this harangue, Or- 
lando, impatient to know whether h^bninua 

.was 
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was ftfe, and unable to fet outnn fearch of 
his brother" till fie had obtained this fatif- 
Ifadion, foftly afcended the narrow ftairjj 
and in a moment was convinced that all 
their efcapes, during this perilouslevenmg, 
had ended in a complete difcoveryj)f4heir 
intelligence y fftr to nothing l£fs could he 
impute the fury jn which Mjs. Leonard 
appeared to be. Under tills impreffion, 
his fpirits and # temper quite exhauft?d # by 
the various perveffe accidents that had 
within a few hours befallen him— irritated 
by frequent difappointfnent, and indignant 
at the infults to which he believed Monimia 
was at the moment expofed, he*was on the 
point of burfting into the room, declaring 
his affedion for her, and m&etingfe^>nce 
the invedives of her aunt, the* renunciation 
of all his hopes from Mrs. Raylatad, and 
the difplcafure of his own family. He blamed 
himfelf for" not haviag before taken a ftep 
which, whatever might be its future ccto- 
fequence, would at lead be decifive, and 
fave lylonimia from thofe cruel alarms and 
•dip^lHng conflids to whjfh his loVe had 

• 4 fa;, 
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j£o long majle her liable, 'I}ut ajjhe moment 

.jhat his band «'as lifted to execute this ra(h 
ysurpofe, the ftorm withiii feemed to abate: 
he heard Mrs. Lenftard fay — “ I affine 
you, thllt the very jiext time 1 fee or hear 
theleaft grounds foj, believing you are car- 
rying on Rich a correfpondeflce, that day 
lhall be the laft of your ftay under this 
roof.” ‘ This gaye Orlando hope that they 
raiglit not be abfolutely difeovered ; and 
sit the fame moment tne idea of his father 
made more unhappy, and deploring 
the fate that gave him two fons equally 
carelefs of their duty — of his beloved and 
affeftionafe mother weeping at the dif- 
obedieqee of her children — arofe forcibly 
to «h^ck his precipitate refolution. He 
hefitated ; he liftened ; Mrs. Lennard fpoke 
lower, but ftill in a tone of remonftrancc 
and reproach. He determined to wait to 
fpeak |9 Monimia after her departure, but 
fte feemed not likely to depart ; and as he 
attentively liftened to what he could not 
now very exaftly diftinguilh, the. terms 
in which flie^exprefled her indignation, 

v ■«. 

w ' - ahe 
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he heartl feveral voices calling hjm - in the 
park. This was a new alarm— To illuc 
from the lower part of the turret at fuch^ 
an hour, when it waSiimpoflible he Could 
have any bufinefs there, was not *to be 
thought of : yet the door was not cjofedfand 
he believed it not improbable that the people 
who were he apprehanded in fearch of his 
brother, might at length feejj; him there ;jasr 
Jiis intoxication, wjjei^Mvas milling, might 
lead them to imaginRiat he might have * 
gone into fotne of the buildings and have 
fallen alleep. Fe defcended tin. afore, and 
waited at the dour. The voices were now 
at a diltance; a’.d apparently being near 
the apartment of Mrs. Ray land ^ the^per- 
fons who had before called aloud we!£ 
afraid of difturbing her. He i’eized this 
opportunity of elcaping; and, following the 
found, which was Piili btaid at intervals, 
he met at length the groftm and the under 
footman, who toid him that’Mr. Philip 
Somuive had returned about a t,ua; ler of 
•an hour before into the room, wheie he 
was jiowto extremely riotous J4»at. Le had 
^■yoC'II. M 1 got 
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got into f. quarrel with one pf the'young 

> farmers ; that he had dripped to*box ; and 
khat every interpofitiop of fheirs onlyferved 
tq enrage him more*/ They therefore be- 
foqght Orlando to return into the hall, that 
he nfight; appeafq? and prevail upon his 
brother t3 go home ; for th<ft their Lady, 
already alarmed by the noile, had fent- 
{Sojvn orders to.have the honfe immediately 
(hut up, and for ttattKople to depart. A-. 
'thoufand times du^^ the courfe of this 
evening had poor Orlando execrated his 
own folly, that had thus brought his brother 
into anjhoufe, where, while lte had been 
fuch an uncealling townent to him, he had 
probably f ffeXually rujned hitnfelf.' But 
tEere was, now not a moment to give way 
to thpfe repentant reflexions. He haften- 
ed therefore into tfie room, where his brother, 
awakened from the ftupor of drunkennefs 
intcrits mod extravagant phrenfy, had taken 
fame offence* at a young man of the com- . 
pany, and was now withheld only by the 
united ftrength«of three dout {armgrs from ' 

* nghting. 
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fighting. Qjrlando for fome tine argued' 
and implored in vaim The fury of Philip 
only changed its? object, and w^s direftea 
againft him. But witft his opponent whafe 
blunt Englifh fpirit was not, as he decided, 
* f at all difpofed to yiAi tameljfto the in- 
tuits of any *’lquire, no not tj?e biggeft 
* ’fquire in the kiflg’s dominions, V the 
cool reafoning of Orlando had more efie& 
/■ He foothed then thy^juftly offended ruftic,. 
and, promifing that Philip (hould hereafter 
acknowledge the impropriety of his beha- 
viour, he prevailed on him to depart with 
Pattenfon and fome other of 'the tpcn into 
another room ; and then his brother being 
almoft exhaufted, .and relapfing* again i^to 
ftupidity, Orlando wilhed to condudl him 
home. This was however, on confiderkt'ion, 
found to be impoffible ; for he was equally 
unable- to rid^or walk, even with the aflift- 
ance which Orlando was very^ready tolend 
him. In this dilemma nothing remained 
but to put him into his own bed i. where/ 

' being at a great diftance from. Mrs. Ray-’ 
land,/’the*re was no probability of Jbter* 
M2 knowing.* 
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knowing rhe (late to which Jps intemper- 
Vance had reduced him. This then he de^ 
fermined to do. Pattenfoh and a party of 
tl\C mep who were 6 habits of drinking 
had, already withdrawn : the women were 
huddling <^way to/their refpe&ive homes ; 
and Orlando, with the; help of the groom, 
cirried off the almoft® fenfclefs Philip to 
lits.own bed-chamber, where he left him 
on his bed ; and th^j, haraffed and un- 
happy as he was, fatigued with all that had 
happened, and torn to pieces with anxiety 
about Monimia, he yet had another talk 
to perform, which he felt, however painful, 
to be necefi'ary — and this was, to- walk to 
Weft W olyexcon, that, .by his account of 
Philip, he might quiet the fears of his father 
as to his perfonal fafety. 

He arrived th r ere, quite worn out with 
uneafinefs ; and the pale countenance and 
difhevelled hair with which he entered the 
parlour, feemed to confirm all the fears 
with which the unfortunate Somerive had 
been tormented,, on account of his eldeft 
fbn. He found him walking backiyasds 

"and 4 ' 
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and forwards* in* the parlour, Aliening to 
every noife , J and he had paflfed the wholes 
interval in this tftannsr, except that he haa 
now and then gone ^p flairs to his' wife, 
whom he had prevailed upon to go t^ed, 
to perfiiade her to mitigate thofe jfars under 
which he was* himft.lt agonized? At this 
* juncture the appcarilnce of Orlan'do, whdfe 
looks homed to fpcak only of fomeJM 
catafl* *( fte, deprived his father for a mo- 
ment of the power of afking what intelli- 
gence he brought ; and^ when he could 
(peak, it was o:uy to fay — “ Oilandu! your 
brother?” — “ A-le i* f f*. »*ear Sir,” anfwt-ied 
Orlando; “pray be not thus al»ii^*d.” 

** Relate then,” c/ied Mr. Sonjeffro in an 
eager voice, “ relate where he 15— w rett- 
ed boy Indeed, Sir,” faid Orlando* 

extremely (hocked at the,look and manner 
of his father^ “ you confider this matter 
more ferioufly than it* deferves, ami are 
more alarmed than the occafion feems to 
require.” He then related what had hap* 
pened, foftening however Jus brother’s folly 1 
as anuch as he could ; and allured his father 
M3 *. th*£ 
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that he wAild take care Philip fhould re- 
turn in the morning,* and that Mrs. Ray* 
hnd fhould be kept -ignolant of the con- 
fu(jon his intemperance had occafioned. 

“ v You are a noble and excellent creature, 
OrfandOj’Scried Somerive,, with a figh as 
if his heart would break ; “ but God knows 
w&at ^ill Become of yofir unhappy.brother. 
l r i»ir. relapfe into*debauchery, fo degrading* 
awakens all my fears— fears, which a little 
fubfided on his unexpected return home. 
But it is not an f hour, my dear boy, to 
detain you with the mifery that I fee awaits 
us all. Since you have given up your bed 
to Philip* I defire you will take one here, 
while f hatyen to quiet the anxiety which 
ha* almoft. overcome your poor mother, 
v who imagined nothing lefs than that her 
fon was drowned, or that fome other horrid 
calamity had befallen him.’* 

Mrv Somerive then departed ; and Or- 
lando, though' Tomewhat comforted by hav- 
ing the' power to relieve the fad folicitude 
of his parents, was infinitely too uneafy to 
/eel any inclination to ilcep, though hqwas 

• fo 
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fo greatl^fatigued. It was by tt|s nine day* 
light ; and, fetter fome reflexion, he refolvetL* 
to return back to thp Hall, and to await m 
the library the houfyhen he (liould be de- 
livered from the unwelcome inmafe whom 
he had been compelled to adpit. ^very 
other anxiety hovyever that availed him 
was unfelt, when h« thought of the fituawoa 
in whicli he had left Monjmia. The harfh 
tones "in which she threats of Mrs. Lennard 
were delivered ttill rung in his ears ; and 
his fancy reprefented the lovely viiiim of 
her ill humour drowned in tears, yielding 
to defpair, and perhaps recollecting with 
anguifh and regret che foments lhe had 
given to his importunate love* • \t was* 
broad day by the time he returned to the 
Hall, and the workmen and * gartienep 
were difperfed about the houfc. He dared 
not therefore indulge htmfelf with another 
vifit to the turret ; but having wtfh fume 
difficulty obtained admittance from the 
tired and lleepy fervants, he wrapped him* * 

■ v< 

felf in his great coat, and fat down in the * 
45tudy, "where he eafily difcovered, by the 

• M 4 •, Ipud 
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loud footing from the adj oin i ngf,roomr that 
-^Philip was Deeping away the effcds o£ the 
powerful draughts of the preceding night. 
Orlando, half tempter to envy the Date of 
forg^tfulncfs into which he had fallen, oc- 
cupied himself in reflecting on the ftrange 
and perverfe accidents pf the evening, in 
whkh he and Monimia had trembled fo 

i ' , 

oft^UrPn the brick of difcovery — perhaps 
were difcovered, juft at the -time when they 
had flattered themfelves with the hope that 
they might the more fecurely meet. He 
revolyed all that vks likely to happen if 
Mrs. Leonard was really acquainted with 
their cprrefpondence ; and hefitated not to 
‘fefolve,«itf 'tjiat cafe, to go to his father, to 
declare his affedion for Monimia, and to 
irvlcue her from the tyranny of her aunt, 
whatever might enfue. On the other hand, 
if their acquaintance yet remained doubtful, 
or., only- fufpefted, he faw that prudence 
lid duty, his tehderncfs for Monimia, and 
his.affe&ibn for his father, equally did&tcd 
dreir prefent reparation 5 and.that, to which- 
Wer .of thefe he liftened, they agreed in* 

m pointing 
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pointmg^nt his, leaving Monilsia now, to 
acquire folne eftablilhment which might 
give them at lead £ probability, without 
the breach of any c^ity, of being happily 
united hereafter. There was lomejhing 
humiliating to his ingenuous pind, in all 
the arts and piev;arications tfhich their 
clandeftine coriefjJondencc confpelled him ■ 
to ufe himfelf, anil to t$ich the inqpoent 
Monimia. A thoufand times he wiflied 

t 

that he had been boin the fon of a day- 
labourer ; that his parents, entertaining for ' 
him no views of ambition, had left h[tn to * 
pui lue his own inclinations: A thoufand 
times he lamented .that Monimia was not 
cireumflanccd like Mifs Holl^bu'nvn, that 
he might openly have addreflqd her : /nd 
the image of the arrogant heirefs arofe witfcr* 
redoubled difguft to his mind, when he 
compared her fnuation with that of his, 
defolate orphan Mohimia. Move than* 
three hours paffed away while thefe" 
thoughts were fluctuating in hfs mind. 
At the end of that time he was arollfed .by j 

M 5 # „ 



ftjd THE OLD MANOR HOOTS.' 

the entrant of Betty, who pectl^demand- 

"■ ed if he did not choofe*any breafitfaft ? ^ 

•He defired to have it brodght. To which 

the^girl replied, “ Perhaps you had rather 

breal|fajft: with the old women ?” — “ Whom 

do you me^p ?” enquired Orlando. 

“ Meant” anfwered ,fhe ; *“ why, who 

fhotild I rfiean, but miftrefs, and mother 

Leftn«rd ? There’s no other old woman in 
< , 

the houfe as I knows on, ‘nor there had 
not need. They’ve been enquiring after 
you.” 

“After me?” ^ 

“ Yes,” replied Betty. “ And Madam 
I fupppfe will tie yon on to her apron-ftring 
foon, for lh,e is never eafy without you. 
UpQn my wprd, Mr. Orlando, you look a 
Rule rakifh though, I think, for fuch a 
fober young gentleman, and confidering 
too that you did not demean yourfelf with 
dancing-as you ufed to do with us ft»vants, 
after the gentlefolks, were gone. I warrant 
* however that you did not pafs the time at 
prayers.” 


“ You 
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♦ * ’ ‘ 
** Yoiyjiye your tongue llrahge licenfe,” 

laid Orlanjlo, who endeavoured to conceal., 
his vexation, lot he imagined that all al- 
luded to MonimiaS^' * c However, • do telK 
me, if Mrs. Rayland wilhes m$*fo break- 
faft with her ?” , ' * 

“ I knows nothing 'about her wilhes, ’* 


replied the girl j 'il only knows that I*en- 
nard htfve been alking every fervarit ir^the 
houfe*about yoy, and crofs-queftioning tine 
fo that I fup^ofe flfe thoft I had got you 
locked up in my cupboard, as they fay Ihe 
ufed for to have the mefi-folk in her young- 
er days in the houfekeepty’s ftore-room. 
The old woman and the oven fdt that! Set 
a thief to catch a thief * •» * 

“ I do delire,” faid Orlfndo, “ that 
you would have done with all ‘this, ancltjJJ 
me whether Mrs. Lennard expefts me at 
breakfall? However,*' addeJ he, pauf- 
ing, ** I will alter mj%drefs, and wait upon 
her at all events ; and do be fo good as to 
prepare in the mean time fome breakfall for • 
my brother.” 

9 BAty then left him ap'parently with-pfca- 

. M 6 . fure 
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(ure to execute this lad cpmgijjnon? and 

- Orlando, after changing his clothes, went 
to*Mrs. Leonard's room to enquire whether 
Mrs. Rayland wifhed ^6 fpeak to him, and 
at what time he might wait upon her. This 
however wqs not his only motive; he 
thought he Should immediately difcern by 
'Mrs. Lennird’s receptioa of him, whether 
his^egjs of a par/ial or an entire discovery 
were well founded. He fortunately found 
Mrs Lennard in the houfekeeper’s room; 
and, accofting her with his ufual interefting 
add refs, he enquired how Mrs. Rayland 
did after the fatigues of the evening, how 
flie was herfelf, and whether he might at 
any rims' tflat morning make a perfonal 
enqqtry after Mrs Rayland ? 

•**The fage houfekeeper received his civi- 
lities with great coldnefs, and anfwered, even 
with fome afperity, that Mrs. Rayland was 
much belter than ever the could have expeCt- 
jed after fo much Company. “ As to youren- 

1 quiring after her, Sir,*’ added fhe, “ I don’t 

know indeed how that may be ; perhaps 
• ' /■> 
(fixing on him her penetrating eye&) there * 

if " ' z • areft'' 
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are 0*Afcr,pcopW in the houfe* after whom 
you would *rather afk.” 

t)r!ando, wlfbfe cqnfcious blood rofe into 
his cheeks at' this l^eech, felt them gJow, 
and the fenfation increafed his 'condition. . 
“ No,” replied he, hefitatiqg. ** No,' 

certainly you cannot fnppofe . . . 

that there is any *body .... .'‘thaj I . 
that I^vifh to enquire aftsr more than Mrs. 
Rayland I was much afraid that 

the fatigue would be too much for her.” 

“ There are other people,” replied the 
lady, ** who were fangued alfo. Imuft 
beg the favour of you, Mr. Orlando, not to 
interfere with my niece. I fuppofe. it was 
by your defire os contrivance jfiarthe took 
the liberty of leaving her roop^ laft ryght, 
contrary to my pofitive orders.” ^ •" 

Orlando, a little recovered from his con- 
fternation , endeavoured to laugh this off, and 
was proving to Mrs. Lennard that ie was im« 
poffible for him to have occafioned this dif- 
obedience, when a fummons cache for hef * 
to attend Mrs. RaylancJ j and “ I was or* . 
‘tiered, Sir,” faid the footman, “ to defiro 



254 THE OLJJ manor house. 

e . 

you would come up alfo, if $jou were 
About the houfe.’* • » * 

‘Mrs. Lennard no^. ftallfed away ftuh 
grey dignify,, and O^fando followed her, 
snore thanr ever alarmed for Monimia* 


cha;, 
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CHAP. xir. 


I NSTEAD of the reproaches Qflando 
expe&ed to hear, Mrs. Rayland 're- 
ceived him, if not with fo much cordial 
kindnefs as ufual, at leaft without any 
appearance of anger. ft.fter the ufua[ com- 
pliments on his part, and* fome enquiries 
on hers, whether *11 'thole who were im- 
mediately her guefts had gonff as foon as* 
they left her, Mrs. Lennard wifhdrew, 
and Orlando was left alone with the old 
Lady, and again trembled left fome re- 
monftrances were to be made ; for his mind 
was fo entirely occupied by that fubjedt, ’ 
that he forgot it was poffible for the atten- 
tion of others to be differently engaged. * 

His apprehenlions increased, when Mrsi 

* # ‘ 


3 * 
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f 

Ray land, after ,a folcmo filejQce, thus 
began: , * 

** I believe, Mr. Ojlandc), h have given 
yout abundant proof chjt I efteem you above 
«the reft o^ my kinfman*s family.” 

Orlando frowcd, and would have faid 
that he was ftnfible of and grateful for her 
kindnefs i he could make nothing if the 
fenfence — but blulhed, and faltered while 
Mrs. Rayland went on. 

** Your father has once or twice propo- 
sed fending you out into the world, and has 
confuked me upon 1 the occafion. 1 fup- 
pofe you ^re not unacquainted with the 
plan he has lately thought proper to pro- 
pofe for you** * 

Orlando, relieved by hearing that her 
diicourfe did not tend whither he feared it 
would, faid that he knew General Tracy 
had offered his father to* procure him a 
commiffion j “ an offer. Madam,” conti- 
nued he, “ of wfiich I waited to hear your 
opinion before I inyfelf ventured to form 
any wilhes upon the fubjeft.” 

This was carrying his complaifance far— 

thcr H 
f ^ 
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ther than he bad,ever yet done. * Hut, con- 
fufed and apprehensive as be was, he laid 
any thing which might turn the difcourfe 
from what he moft Steaded, without l^v- 
• ing his mind enough at liberty to enquire < 
rigoroully into the truth or fropriety of 
what he uttered; arid even the independent 
fpirit h£ had always prided hi mfelf on Hip- 
porting, was loft amid his fears fob. Mo* 
nimia.* • 

Mrs. Rayland looked at him fteadiljr 
for a moment — 

“ You are ready thfn,** faid flie„ “ to 
follow any line of life, Orlando, which 
•your friends approve ?**“ * . 

* c I am, Madarp 1 and alwaysjiave been.** 

“ And you do not diflike the army ?** 

“ Very far from it, Madam.’* ' * 

u I have been accyftomed from my 
youth,” realfumed the old Lady after another 
paufe, “ to confider tfie profeflion of armb 
as one of thofe which is the leaft deroga- 
tory to the name of a gentleman,’* . ; 

if It is honourable, Madam* to "any 

" • • • . 

. *ame.’* / 

u My 

• * ’ 
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“ My grandfather,” continued Mrs*. Rajr- 
land, “ after whom you were*by*.the per- 
niiffidn of our family called— my grand* 
father, I Sir Orlando Rayland, appear- 
ed with aiftinguifhed honour in the fervice 
of his maf^r in 1685, againft the rebel 
Monmouth, though n^t of the religion of 
Kifig Janies. My father Sir Hildebrand 
di&inguilhed birpleif under Marlborough, 
when he was a younger brother, and faw 
much fervice in Flanders. Of remoter 
anceftors, I could tell you of Raylands who 
bled jn the civil wahs ; we were always Lan- 
caftrians, and loft very great property by our 
adherence to that unhappy family during the. 
reigns of Edward the Fourth and Richard 
the Third. My great great grandfather, who 

*was alfo called Orlando ” 

- Mrs. Rayland had foon totally forgotten 
the young hero who was before her, while 
flie ran over the nhmes and exploits of 
heroes paft; and, loft in their loyalty and 
their prbwefs, flie forgot that hardly any 
other record of them remained upon earth 
thanVhat her memory and their" pidluras 
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In the gallesy above afforded.' Orlando, 
however*, heard her not only with patience 
but \?ith pleafnre. # ,Jn recurring thus to 
them when the quef^ion of his ^irofeffiqnal 
. choice was before her, it appeared “that (lie . 
had fomehow affociated the idfa of his fu- 
ture welfare with tjiat of their part conle- 
quencfc; and bcfides the fatisft&ion^thia 
difcovCTy afforded him, he began to hope 
that his fears of *any a difcovery were quite 
groundlefs. 

Mrs. Rayland having at length com* 
pleted the catalogue of' the warriors qf her 
family, and having no more to fay, retOrn- 
• ed to the fubjedt whiSh tiad given .rife to 
this difcuflion. — ■** Therefore, a *yoang kinf- 
man,I fay that, if this worthy General Tracy 
will favour you with his countenlnce, »if 
your father and your relations approve of 
it, and if jrou yourfelf are difpofed for the 
profeflion of arms, I lhall be glad*not only 
to give you fome affift$nce towards fetting 
out, but to aid you from time fo time in * 
^fuch means of promotion as the General 

‘ «nay point out to me." > 

Orlando*, 
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Orlando,' who now found (he whdleafv 
fair decided, felt one pang at the certainty.' 
which prefented irfel{, that he muft quit, 
foon quit his beloved Monimia j it was 
^fevere, bht momentary : and with equal 
Warmth and f finceiity he thanked Mrs. 
Ray lan tl fof her goodnefs, and alTured her 
that 'die waS ready to avail himfelf pf her 
gerv'ro.us intentions in his favour. 

^ But are you fure, Mr. Orlando,** added 
Mrs. Rayland interrupting his acknow- 
ledgements — “ are you quite fure that no 
unworthy connexion, no improper attach- 
ment here, will make the departure for 
your regiment difagfeeable to you ?” 

The Moqd that had fo.often been the 
treacherous emiffkry of confcience before, 
now fleWto the checks of Orlando j indeed 
his whole countenance changed fo much 
that Mrs. Rayland, though not very clear- 
lighted, perceived it. 1 Her brow took that 
fevere look which it, almoft- always loft in- 
‘the prefente of her young favourite — “ 1 
fee,” cried Ihc, obferving Orlando ftUl 
•, ° helitate— « 
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fcefitatffc?** 1 fee that I have not been mi£ 

r * * 

inioimul. 

Ev.ay wV.ng .feemed to depend on the 
prefa ce <<f mind ftWh he yas at this 
moment ab'.c to tx. i t? He rediv^aed hfm- 
felf, and laid, in a film and calm tone, “ I * 
know nor, Madam, what i:>f;jfaatiOn you 
• have received; this! J^nov; and, do 
mad fdlCmi ly affine yon, that 1 lfave no 
unworthy connexion, no improper attach- 
ment — and,’* added* he, animated by rc- 
fle&ing that his love lor the innocent, 

amiable Monimia was •neither “ and 

when you dilcover that 1 deceive you, I 
.am content to relinquish your favour for 

§f • 

ever.” «■ 

w Indeed you* will lofe if” anfwered 
Mrs. Rayland, a little relaxing t)f .hfr fj- 
verity and that 1 may dill have the 
pleafure of fuppofing you worthy my good 
opinion, an8 that well dilpofed young man. 
which I have alway wiftiod to find you, • 
your leaving this place* a while may not be • 
amifs. I know how to make fome allow-. 
suffice To f the arts of vvitked girls ; but I 

(ball 
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iliall take care tfiat no fuch perfoi^ikgrace* 
my family for the future. In regard to 
you, coufin, I hope you are above any 
fuch unwqrthy thoughts. It muft be my 
buTineft t to 'give proper diredions for the 
’ reft, and for the due regulations of my fa- . 
mily. <■ Yq 6 will prepare, coufin, for your 
commiffion, which the 'worthy Gcnefal tells ■ 
me he expeds every day : he aff/ires me 
it ?s worth upwards of four hundred pounds. 
Your father is very happy in having met 
■'frith a real friend.” — Orlando, thunder- 
• ftruck by a fpeeeh which he believed re- 
lated^to Monimia, Hood like a ftatue. It 
was fortunate for bint that Mrs. Rayland, 

. after the wiyds wicked ‘girls, continued to 
|peak ; for, had (he not clone fo, Orlando 
would, infallibly have betrayed himfelf by 
entering into a warm defence of Monimia ; 
he would indeed have confcfled, without 
j-eferve, their long attachment, ahd frequent 
interviews: butthe reft of her fpeeeh, and the 
( entrance t of Mrs. Ilennard, for whom (he 
rang juft as (he concluded it, gave him 
time to recoiled himfelf : yet when t Mfif£&t 

Rayland, 
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RaylafyLlm her ufual way; difmifled himT, ^ 
he doubred whether his honour and his 
love did' not call .upon him to come to an . 
immediate explanation. The confederation 
and kindnefs which Mrs. Raylsnd jxproff- 
*ed for him, fo unlike the ufuaf prudifh 1 
afperity of her difpofition, wefg offenfive’ 
and hateful to hi:ji»when he believed (ho 
acquittal him at the expence of Monimia. 
He haflyied however to hi\ own apartm^Jt, 
becaufe it was ‘neegflary to fee what was 
become of his brother. It was fome alle- 
viation to his confulion jtnd diftrefs to find 
Philip was gone ; and he fat down, fttdea- 
vouring to colledt his thoughts, and to de- 
termine on what wa$ to’ be done. • 

0* 

' That Monimia was on his account to be 


difmifled from the houfe of M*s..Rayland, 
and the protection of her only relation, the 
circumflances of the preceding night, added 
to what he* had juft heard, left him b'ut 
little reafon to doubt. What theh was to 

become of her ? and how could he make 

• • 

her any reparation for the injury he, had 
.^>ne *hg*, but by infttyuly declaring, the 

•truth. 
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tfutb, aad,relinqui(hing all profp^jof fu- 
ture profperity, from which (fie mfift be ex- 
cluded? — Dtfperate as he felt 'this ftep to 

• , I * 

be, he was in a (late’fcf mind that urged 
iiitA to. jleoideon any thing that might 
* bring their fate to a crifis : and, believing 4 
ltimfclf fiijlljy determined, he ftarted up 
from this jhort counfel' with hirrfelf, and 
was going hallily to the apartnjsnt of 
Mrs. Rayland, <when at the door he was 
(lopped by Betty, who,‘with her hat on, and 
4 fmall bundle in her hand, dropped him 
4 curtfey, and faid, with an arch futile, 
<* I’df come to take my leave of you, 
*Squ‘re, and to with you well,”’ 

“ Whither are you going then, Betty ?” 
(aid Orlanddi 

“ Lord, Sir, "cried the girl, “ you’re fuch 
another hard-hearted gentleman ! -—What! 

1 warrant you don’t <know that Madam have 
fent me down my wages, with orders to go 
out of Her houfe direftly, and all upon 
your account.” 

“ Upon my account !”— ** Pattenfon it 
feems have been telling more falfe lies 

Madam.* 
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MadamraHe won’t believe ever* fince that * 
night th^t fomebpdy was feed in your* 
room— I don’t know yho, not I— but shaft 
you and T be too great : Madam Leonard 
would never hear on’t’till to-day ; JUht now 
they’ve found out, by laying* their old 
, noddles together, that I was otit of the 
* houfe lad night, and they fays ’CWas along 
a you. Khowing my own innocence, (.bears 
it all ; be clear ofcthe charge, as you 
know very well s 1 wifli every body could 
lay as much; but I know what I know.” 
Orlando now indantly comprehended 
* that it* was of Betty Mrs. Rayland had 
fpoken, and not of the iwiofcent Monimia, 
whom his own rafh impatience »was again 
on the point of betraying. Senfible of his 
good fortune in having been thus prevent**, 
ed, he was dill confufed and agitated* 

“ Whatever you know, ^etty,” faid he, 

“ of me, I am at lead wry forry you have, 
by any midake relative to *me, lod your 
place, and Mrs. Lennart’s favour.”* 

“ As to her favour,” anfwered the girl 
fijpy, ** i values it no fhore than that ; 
(be had better kpep her tongue withia 
II* * hfc * 
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s her teeth About me, 1 can telfljhffihatj 
and as for placed, there’s* more in the 

1 * 0 $ / 

world. One fliould have ,a fin# time on’t, 
indeed, to^afs all one's life in this here old 
dunges'v aTnong raft, and ghofts, and old 
women. £Iowever, young ’Squire, 1 ad-* 
vifes fou,*'as a friend, to take more care 
for-ihe future: fome ^people are very fly ; . 
bpt for my part 1 (corn to betray 'urn— 
btit mayhap thb nejtt heuftmaid mid’nt be 
fo willing as 1 have bfcen to bear the blame 
for things (he's as innocent of as the child 
'unbcjfn.” 

“ I cannot, tell to what you allude,” re- 
plied Oflando in & hurried voice j “ but 
this 1 knojjv, that if f have done you any 
injury, I afn very furry lor it, and willing 
£ota?ke )*ou any reparation in my power.” 
He then took a guinea from his pocket— 

“ Accept of this,” cried he, “ and be 
affured I (hall on .any future occafion be 
happy to fern you.” — The girl took the 
guinea, but withoik exprefling any gratitude 
either for that, or his apparent wifhes to 
make her what amends he could fo^gfce 
Jofs of her place fhe flippantly told hfc*. * 
' ' * . . ; 
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file ho^feJS, focal} Madam'sinjuflScc, and tHT 

malice of hy enemies, (he hid friends who 

would'not let her be # beholden to nobody*-** 

She then left -the houfe. * , % 

, Orlando, thus relieved from «<fie moft 

acute uneafinefs he had ‘ever differed, re* 

turned to his room. He moft ardently 

wifhet) fo ^communicate to Mbnimia the 

« 

joy he’ Telt in finding that the fuQpiciens 
excited TtyJo many awkward ciicumftances, 
had by fortXjneans or other fallen upon 
this fetvant; and appaiently without doing? 
her any injury, which would havexonfi- 
derably leffened his fatisfa&ton. Far from 
. rtgrtttirg her difmiffiTJfi, Are feemcc} pleaf- 
ed with having had an opportunity given 
her to be difmiffed ; and Orlando, who had 
long known her to be a very improper af- 
fociate for Monimia, found many *reafona 
to be glad of her depaiture. That fhe 
knew, or ‘very ftroftgly fufpe&cd their* 
meetings, feemed very evident ; fhe was* 
much lefs dangerous any where than within 
the houfe— and as to what fhe might fay 
'* jj^thofit, *which might be* prejudicial to thci 
,N 2 character 
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TOiarader df Monimia, Jie detcrffiii&d to 
prevent the ill effe&s of tl>at where *t might 
be> mod prejudicial, by coafeffing, •before 
Be left the country, the very extent of his 
, feulttoftir father, who already fufpe&ed fo 
tnuch of the, truth. 1 

Howevet'earnedly he wiflied to fpeak to 
Mon : mia, und however 'tiheafy the* idea of 
her difpenfe and dejeftion made him, he 
CQuld find no opportunity of fp<*iking to 
her during the morning, witjv&t hazard, 
which he had too lecently fuffeted for, fo 
immediately to incur again. Though 
Mrs. Leonard had artfully made Betty the 
vi&irn, there wds {lill teafon to believe (he 
was not without fufpicions ; and to initate 
or increafe them now, would be to pre- 
clude hlmfc If from the lad pleafure he was 
likely to tade during the red of This (hort 
refidence at the Hall — the pleafure of 
$&thing his beloved Monimia, and, at the 
few interviews which they might yet obtain, 
reconciling her foft heart to the necefiity 
of that feparation that was fo loon to 
happen. " v ° < » 

He - 
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He* whs fqpimpned to dinner with Mi»' ' 
Raylanc£ who Pained pleafed to find he 
was ft ill at the Hall, Never did the q}d 
Lady appear in fuch good humour with 
„ Rim, or fo relaxed from the ft5rcjuf>ru<lery 
of her ufual charader,-*She gave way to 
her love of telling anecdotes and ftftries of 
her ofrfTftrgiily ; afu^ pleafed wioft the atten- 
tion Oilhndo gave to her narratives, 
hinted ttshim, though ftilrwith great anfbi- 
guity, thatSf would be his own fai^t if he . 
was not one da)vor other the rcprefentative 
of a family fo illuftriouS. She the^fpokt 
of his elder brother with anger and coo* 
tempt, which Orlando*getoeroufly tried to 
foften; of his mother with her ufual cold- 
nefs and diflike ; and of his fillers as good, 
pretty-behaved girls — “ that is,* I the^ p, 
the two ^bungeft. As to Mifs Belle— file's 
a London lady already* : I proteft it 
me to fee young women fo boldr^-but flMk. 
has been cried up for a beauty. ’T» va- • 
nity ruins all girls— no good is ever to be • 
expeded from them when once they get 
N 3 * conceited 
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eionceited Motions into tl\eir beads* of being 
bandfomc.’' 

.Orlando undertook the. defence* of his 
filler with anore zeal than prudence ; but 
Mrs. Rowland, though not to be convinced # 
that Ifabella^was not a vain coquet, which 
indeedT hef unguaided gaiety* gave the old 
Lady very^good reafon to'believr, wa/ how- * 
evgf in a humour to be pleafed with all 
Odando (aid. Her attachment tf him had 
been long infenfibly incl eafine ,rand though, 
like another Elizabeth, (btfcould not bear 
Openly, to acknowledge her fucceffor, (he 
was as little pi oof as the royal ancient vir- 
gin, againft the l attt a&ions of an amiable 
and hand force young man, whom (he loved 
to confider as the child of her bounty, and 
thp cheat ure* of her fmilcs. Though deter- 
mined to keep him dependent during her 
Mta»and even to (end him out a foklier of 
^ibrrune, . (he really meant to g'tve him, at 
£ her death, the whole of her landed pio- 
• perty ; aad the machinations of Pattenfon, 
whole jealoufy and avarice alike excited his 

hatred to Oilando,* had hitherto had an ef r . 

- - 
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fedt fo'differeqf fjom what he expe&ed, th& 
he fouiM hi; polh.itt entirely baffled, and 
that he was more lively to lofe, by farther 
attempts, his Lady's regard, than to (hake 
that ihe entertained for the ywfmg fa* 
vourite. * \ 

A few yeats before, the very* fufpfcion of 
an intfigiifc would have (hut for ever the 
doors of Ray land Hall agjtinft the fuppgfcd 
delinqueij^j- but now the attempts to impute 
fuch to Orlarido had ended in nothing but a 
the difmilfingh fervant — 4 circumftance 
proving at once, that though fom^credk 
was given to the accufation,* - no refentment 
towards him was ejitPrfciined.' * 

Mrs. Lennard^ who had more fenfe and 
more art than Pattenfon, ancfwho had op- 
portunities more clofdy to obferveherl-asjy, 
had lon^ (een the progrefs of her*affe<5tion • 
for Orlando, and long ceafed to councerafk 
it.— She was not weak enough to.imagina^.. 
as Pattenfon did, that fuCh great prtyHtfty • 
as Mrs. Rayland pofiefied would be di^> 
vided among her fcrvants — but (he knew 
* * N # 4 that 
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(he (feould hcrfelf pp fiefs a very con- 
fiderable legacy ; and <fhe! thoughyk better 
that Orlando (hould inherit the -bulk of the 
fortune* thtpi either his father* who had aU 
ftajfe con^deted the did fetvants about her r 
*ee his enemifis, on any public charity — to 
fome 6f r/hich Mrs. Rayland had* in 
former fits*of ill humoyr** exprpflfctihdn in- 
tention to leave the Rayland eftate. 

Adrs. 1 Rayland had* in« common with 
many old people* a ftrange fcverlion to 
' {peaking of her will, or t>i what was to 
happen after her death j and far advanced 
AS (he was in l\fe, (he talked of future years 
as if (he believed, heafelf immortal. Mrs. 
'Leonard had* however* once feen part of a 
will-— with which, in refpe<St to berfelf, (he 
had great Teafon to be fatisfied. She knew 
that Mia. Rayland had lately made an- 
toth^r*. to which (he Vvas not a wknefs ; — for 
was the peculiarity of her Lady in this 
‘■refpeft* that (he had fent for a lawyer and 
,wkne(Tes from London, that none of the 
neighbouring attomies* or even her con- 
«♦ fidfintiai 
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fidential fervants, might know its cobtenh* 

Mrs. Leonard did not doubt t>ut that Or? 

lando was • in this' made heir of almoffc 
* % * ^ 
all the landed* property j but (he hadnafr 

reafon, from Mrs. Rfyland’s Behaviour to 

her, to ap*prehend that this ned^ will wife* 

at all prejudicial to herfelf. * 4 

St^ll, however % it was not her intereft td* 

encourage^ the affKtion which mafly cir-r 

eumftaqcts gave her rcaftn to believOOr- 

lando entertained fqf her niece. She knew 

that, if the "afhnefs of youth and paflloxa* i 

Ihould urge them to m^rry, it would not . 

only-ruin Orlando, who would thtja be a 

beggar ; but that (lie Ihofild Jherfelf be 

accufed of having pi omoted- this fetal in- 

diferetion, and-lole her owji advantages 

without obtaining any for her niece, ^whota 

the by means wifhed to>fee independent 

of her, even if independence could tfiua, 

have becnobtained j and whom flie treated 

with ledoublcd rigour, when (he found rfi*-*" 

Ion to believe that Oclando felt for her Mp 

attachment which flie had from their cbtfpP' > 

hood fqptfeen and attemped to prevent*-/* 

‘ Vs Tit* 
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j/lilie .more Orlando gained *on the fa- 

vour of Mrs. Rayland; dhe raor^appre- 

henfive Mrs. Leonard became of his af- 

^ • 

feftion for Monimia* (he had however 


perfuatjed hferfelf, thaf, with the precautions 
«fhe tooSj - their clandeftinely meeting or* 
carrying onfany correfpondence was im- 
practicable ; and, fatisfied ( that M onjm jh was 
confined to her room^ her vigilance had 
not* and then Numbered. But it awak- 

O k 

ened by the late reports that ysbiamed in 
• the houfe and about the cowiftry ; reports 
-which originated ip the goffip of Orlando’s 
noApt^al vifitor ; of his being miffing at 
unufual hpur#/ t and ftom Betty’s hints. 
When, therefore, f^attenfon's jealoufy was 
fo far roufeij as to urge. him to fpeak to 
his Lady^of a fuppofed intimacy between 
Orlando and this his faithlefs ^vounte, 
Mrs. Lennard let make its imprrffion ; 
and Betty’s pertnefs, who had before agteed 
"with Philip Someiive* to take the fiift op- 
portunity of going qfF to him, gave her a 
’pretence Immediately to difchatge her. 


Mrs. Rayland, content to patt v witl\ her 

favourit^ 
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favourite Orlando, becaufc (he thouffflic 
for his advatuag* to fee foroefhing of nth 
world ^in jin honourable profeffion— and 
becaufc (Re bclievgj, if youth and idleoefi 
had concurred with the art of she gifl^wnh 
. whom he* was accufed, to lead** fiim into 
any improper conned ioh, th|j was the beff 
,way to break it — determined oft his depar- 
ture \mhXatisfai&«n, lince the ‘General af- 
• • 
fured her there vvas at prejjnt'no probability 

of his leaving England. * 

# Mis. Leonard, *vho thought herfelf for-, 
lunate in having all the fufpicions fall. on 
Betty, kept as a profound fecret tfciofe (he 
entertained herfelf relative; to Monimia, 
whom fhe tefolve.d "lrfrr&wly to watch till 
Oilando wis g # >ne. And Rattenfon, glad 
that the young minion was* to go, as i e 
teimtd^ic, for a foldiei , r< c incfled%rglclf 
by tbatXlLdtou to the failure of his ori- ■ 
gtnal plan, which ha f been totally to ruin 
hun with Vlts. Raylami. As jo the* Jehu 
of hts fair one, he kncw*ftw would not re * 
move far ; and that relenuncnifer his accu* 
N 6 fau onjt 
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fatidns would not make he; long relent* 
Wfs, while he had prcfenM.aad money to 
offer her. ' * , / 

p , 

Such were, at this jqnfttfre, Chepblitics 


of Roland HalL 


CHAP. 
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T HE hftufe of Weft ‘WotVeiton too 
haci^ts politicians ; but none of then 
were fo* content with tii^y* pad operaygns* 
or future profpe&s,* as the venerable gfoup 
laft defcribed. 

Ifabella, wild and coquettilh as Hie was,^ 
coul^ no longer affe<ft to mifundejrftarfd 
the language with which - General.* Tracy 
ventured to addr^fif her* For’fome time^ 
however, (he attempted to laugh it off ; but- 
at length refolved, by the counfel of Selinay*. 
to fpeak to her mother, and'eritK&t that, 
if the (jbneral remained any longer their - 
gueft, (he might not be fo often left to hear 
profeffiona fo infulting, which thp prefeoce*, 
of her lifters did not always reftrain. Mrs.* 
JSomerive, whofe heart was half, broken by 
the behaviour of Philip, and who faw, with 

inexpreffible 
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* %. • ( ^ * 
inexpreffible anguilh, the ravage which the 

uneafinefs Wiling from* that foiirce was 

hourly making on the' conftitgtion of her 

hufband, had been foriUly fluttering herfelf, 

during the ftrfl weeks of the General’s vifit, 

% that in. Hhn JVlr. Sotnerive haft found a « 

fincere/rienc, and'their children a powerful 

protestor. The folicitude he exprefled for 

OrlantlOj and the confideration ^ith which 

he treated Philip, made her fanguinely 

believe that he would provltic for one, and 

poffibly reclaim the other. The fums 

Ulrich the latter lud won from him at 

, • • 

play-r^drs. Somerive, who knew nothing 
©f their rightly ^ gambling, fuppofed the 
GenesaJ had lent him ; when hei heart, over- 
flowing withjgr .tiitide towards this gene- 
*rous friend, # wts luddenly ftruck with the 
intelhgehce Ilabella gave her. 

. She af firft fancied the vanity of Ifabella 
tnight have given meaning to Jiis expref- 
’fiShs whieh they were never meant to con- 
vey ; < J f>'ut, upon qur-^ioning her and Selina 
repeatedly? ahd fiom the obfervatLns fhe, 
tnade the two follow. tig da) s, ftie^vasjcon- 
8 vinced 
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vince'd that their reprefentations of his be* 

haviour wfcre juft.* This cruel Certainty (h<S 
determined* 'however to conceal from her 
hufband, and *to guard, by her pwn pru- 
dent watchfulnefs, ^gainft thtf artifices of 
the Genertl, w ithout bringing off a ruptur^ 
between him and Somerive ^at plight be 
attended with copfequences (he fickened 
to think of. • * , * 

The* General, howevesf who paid het»the 
mod afiiduous* court, was foon fenfible of 
a change in he r manners ; for fhe was inca-* 
p^ble of the diffimulation which people of- 
the world fo fucccfsfully pra ife*; .Fiona 
hence, and fiom.the bchavibur pf Ifabella, 
the General found that a longer (lay would 
betray his inlidious dtfigns ^without con-, 
tributing at all to their fucccf^ and he pre- 
pared to^go; jet could not bear *to reiin- 
qvtilh for ever his hopes of gaining Ifubella, 
with whopi h^.wia^htojrfoin love than ever- 
He lingered, therefbreitmtwitfft.in.lin^ili' 
thediic'iui vgemcnt lie icceived ; an.ti Some-* 
-live, who believed him (lie bift and molf 
finc^rcjiiend that ever ipan had, commu? 

- * . nicate<$ 
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tticated to him all his a Saifs, and all hi* 

mnxiety — by which the General perceived 

plainly, he was in-fucli a ftate of'mind a* 

muft haftcn him to tho-grave;. and he had 

learned thaP ? imprefifd with ideas of his 

c (the Genial Vs’) friend (hip for alf his family, 

he had.madf him executor, and milled the 

welfare oi^ his wife and daughters entirely 

to him and to Orlando.** * , 

Though Trady therefore could, neither 

give up his purfuit, nor'fucceed in it at pre- 

> lent, he believed that the death of the 

. father, the indigepce to which the whole 

family JWould be reduced, and the abfence 

«f Orlandq., would together make eafy the 

project «of obtaining I label la for a miftrefs*. 

and that patience and diflimulation alone 

'were nece|rapy to keep up his influence in 

the 0 family, till they, fhould be wholly in 
• * 

his power. He determined, therefore, to- 
check himfclf ; to make no more profef- 
hons with*which Habelfa could be offended* 

c - 1 

hut to exprefs his cond ition that .he had- 
laid what the conftrued into want of re- - 
fpedtj to hint remotely at honourable in- 
tentions ; 
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tendofis.paftd.thtv, without engaging him-, 
felf, or,', as^the fafhionable phrafe is, com- 
mitting himfelfj to retain his influence oyer 
the whole family, as well as ovcf the father ; 
and to be aflured that, whenever he cWe 
td return, he Ihould be /Ccei\\d with plea-*, 
fure. As to ahy fufpicion that Ifabella might 
think him* of at? &ge fo d ifprdportionate 
as to. hear even his honorable o&ers jytl* 
difdain and ridicule, it never occurred for 
the General ; and he* was pretty .Well allured*' 
from the pecuniary circumftances of the 
family, that every other member of g would 
receive the remoteft hint of an* intended 
alliance with tran/port. * The 'behaviour 
of Mrs. Someriye, on the evening of the 
tenants' ball, convinced him* that Ifaljellft*^ 
had not merely threatened wheft ike p.ro* 
tefted ftffe would fpeak to her mother or 
his. behaviour ; and he found that though 
Mr. Somerive, whenever he talked* of 
going, prefled his flay,* it was time to* 
depart. 

The meflenger, who was lent to the 
poft *to^n on the following evening ftt 
r kttc% 
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.letter?, • brought to General ,T*?ocy 4 Targe " 
pacquet, ''arrived . that • day bjr the ftage. 
On opening it, it was found to ttmtain the- 
cammiffion pf an enfign for. Orlando Some* 
rive* executed in due form,* from the . 
*VVar Office.? This he haftened to offer, 
with a* flerfii fpeecb, to Mr& Somerive; 
who had hardly recov^r^d frorp the emo- 
tions with whiej^the fight of it,* and his 
peculiar and ftudied manner of prefenting 
it, occafioned, when Orlando, anxious to 
know at what time his brother had got 
^ home, and how his* mother and fiftere were 
after the fatigue. and uneafinefs of the night 
before, arrived. * * • 

On bis firft entrance, he enquired eagerly 
.after his brother. — “ Your brother !” cried 

Mr. Safpfc*tf e j “ lie is not at home, Or- 
* #» 

kudo, nor have we feen him fince laft 

w%ht : — believing he was with you, and 

Indeed fuppofing it poffible that he was 

.hot well enough 'to leave your apartment, 

J made myfelf tolerably eafy about him.— ^ 

But when did he leave you ? and where is 
** » 

be now ?” ^ 

Orlando 


i 
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OrlandG^SApHeclj that had |pf t his bed _ 
about eleven o’clock •, and thed, to quiet ^ 
the une&fineis which be faw tins unexpected 
abfence gave to them ail, he added, “ rfut . 
s he is gone,«J dare ftfy, to M/» Stocktdh’s, 
where he has talked Tome time f f intending • 
to pals a dajr or two, and prtjfcabty will 

not return. home* till to-morrow or next 

% • • 

day." • 

“ Gone to Mr. Stockton's !’* exclaijped 
Mrs. Somerive — “ What! without linen or 
change of clothes, though there is an houfe * 
full of company ?” * ^ • 

Mr. Somerive, who favd.how*mftch his 

wife was alarmecf and affifted, Endeavour* 

• • 

ed to fpeak lightly of the q^fence* of her 
fon— r‘* You know, my loft,” faid b *» 
“ that Philip does not piqu£.big)fclf oa* 
being a beau ; and that the party at Mr. 

, Stockton’s are only mefi. He can probably 
borrow any linen he wants of his friends t 
and as he means to be at home fo foon, and. 
Jias no Servant with him, perhapj preferred, 
doing fo to the trouble of fending home for 
his ownf Mrs. Somerive fighed, and caft 
f , a defending 
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ft defponcj}ng I&ok .on her^l^u^sand, who 
’'added, “'But, come, my dear Bella, you 
and I have fomething to* fay to» Orlando— 
we will go all together into my ftudy for 
a f8w moments, and ’the girls will have tea # 
' ready agairm our* return.** — So faying, he 
took his jwftfe’s hand, and, Orlando follow- 
ing thenvthey left thetaJom. . 

Mrfi.*Somerive was no foonef releafed 
frojp the reftraint which ahe prefence of 
the General impofed, than (he threw herfelf 
into a chair, and fell into an agony of tears, 

* rier hufband gently chid her for emotion 
which 'he' endeavoured to perfuade her was 
much beyond the occafion j and, having 
fucceeded yendering her fomewhat more 
'^Calm, he told Orlando that his commiflion 
was aryywifand enquired whether any con- • 
verfation had pafleQ between 4ifm and 
, Mrs. Rayland in confequence of what had 
been held between he* and General Tracy 
•the preceding evening ? Orlando related it 
«&U as nearjy as he could recoiled! it, fav^ 
only that fentence which related to fome 
fancied attachment? and Mr. Corner ive 
1 received* 
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receive*!, \vth.gren; pleafu/e, why appearttL 
to him equal to a confirmation of the moflT* 
(anguine Ht>pes*he hjid eier entertained jon 
his fon’s behalf. — Mrs. Someriye however 
. was lefs elased : (he tould nqfcqmpreliend 
how Mrs. Ray land,* if *flie nad fo much* 
affedlion for*OrIando, could ifo’^oifly bear 
to part wi^h him* J)ut promoters depar- 
ture j orTiow, if (he meantjto makeJiim £er 
heir, (tie cpuld determine to fend Aim 
out in the world a fbldier.of fortune. The. 
/eprefentations of her hufband, however, 
and the content which Orlando excelled,* 
reconciled her by degrees to % wfiat (he 
could not now recaH. • She gav*e him, but 
not without many tears, the commiffion 
with which General Tracy flad juft prw*» 
fented her — but as (he tried to Jjifahim Jier 
blefling with it, (he refapfed into oonvulfive 
forrow. Mr. Somerive found it would 
only diftrets her to mum to the parlour ; 
he therefore bade Orlando lead his mother* 
JP her own room, while he, . returning* 
to where^his daughters were fitting with 

General 

6 , 
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General Tjacy, bade them go to - her, and 
ffend their Brother down to* the -parlour. 

Orlando, on h&entrance, add refled him- 
f. 1? to T racy, whom he thanked in the moft 
graceful t^rm^. The General a#fwcred his ( 
Compliment With politenefs, and the three 
gentlehiegnhen began to difeourfe of the 
depai ture -of Orlando for that party of his 
pegimefct that were in England, which 
Tracy told him could not properly*be de- 
ferred longer than till ‘the follow ing week. 
He advifed therefore that Orlando (hould 
fet out for London - on the following Mon- 
day—*' when,” faid he, “ as I (hall go 
thither myfelf, I ban have the plcafure of 
giving Jrou a glace in my poft-chaife.” 

Mr. Somerive, while he ex prefled regret 
that th^,Cf*»eral was to leave him fo foon 
{gjjpugh ( his (lay had been prolonged to 
almoft fix weeks), yet embraced this offer 
witji avidity. He, fqrefaw, thkt in the 
equipment of Oriando, of which Mrs. 
J&ayland was, be underll^od, to defray the 
expence, the directions? of fuch a friend 
tould not fail of be : ng extremely^uftful. 
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And that. his ’inftru&ionf might in* * 

| ^ f ^ ) I Jj 

thoufand* mqre Material ^nftanfes be of ' 

' Advantage tp*hi/p.— If wa i therefore fettled 
Among them, that, oh the evening <k the 
following ^unday, ©rlan 4 o # fhould tike 
leave of his ancient bentfa&terf, and repair 3 
to his Ihther’&Jioufe, to be reacty^p attend 
General Tiac) t > town the nrtet m jrning ? 

Orlando \as now impatient to rttfjrn to 
the Hall — He Jiop^d to*have a few fo- 
ments convolution 4 with Monimia that 
evening ; alas ! only one more was to in* 
'tervene before his departure : and the pain* * 
ful tail? of leconciling her to h|| goiagloT on 
and of taking a lorig-rtlojig*leave,feemed to 
require an age Uw-His reftlcffntfs beef me lo 
evident that his Fa»her noticed it — “ You., 
will ftay here to-night^ Orlando l?i^i‘d he. 

** No, Sir,” anfwered Ms fon ; “ I wjlh with 
your leave to return to the Hall.— Mrs. 
Rayland often afks fqr tpe ac break f aft, apd 
you Vill allow that juft xtt this period I • 
(hould nbt Teem in^the flighted degree to • 
St \ gfeft her.” — u You are right in return* 
ing,” 9 fakf Mr. Someriwe, fixing bis eye$ # 

flsadily 
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iteadily on th<Jfe qf his Ion, «*, iC r that tl| 
your only tmotive.” — Orlando, net able toy 
£earthe penetrating look«v of^Kis fathop 
turn<& away, and faid haftily—** Befidesj/f 
Sif» I wifti .to enquire after my brother — *' 
C for, howev^ I affe&ed before my mother- 
to belief <he was at Stockton’s, faifure* 
yo'u I do not know he it there,- nor have I'- 
any ghdfs about him but what makes me 
uneafy!-.-“ Go/ then,!’ replied his father 
with a deep figh — ‘W but remember, Or- 
lando, that from you I expedt fincefii-y-.”— 
“ And you (hail not bedifappointed, Sir,” 
anfwdred Oilapdo warmly ; “ before I take 
my leave p of you, andiafk your Iaft bleffing, 
my hfcast (hall be laid opes to you, which 
, , I would rather pierce with my own hand 
than Aj(&r*it to harbour ingratitude or dif- 
fimulation towards* fo good a father/’-— 
Tears were in thef eyes of the father and 
the fon. — “ Orlando,!” faid Somerive in 
i It faltering voice, 44 go to your mother • 
o before ypu leave tlffe ljoufe, and *give*hcr 
all the comfort you tfan — the abfence of 
'tyour brother overwhelms her with f&r and ■ 

diftriefsjg 








